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News of Gatlinburg  

church of Christ 
Following is an e-mail sent to Carl from the preacher 
at the Gatlinburg church of Christ,  located in eastern 
TN. This  is concerning the fires that devastated that 
area: 

November 11, 2016 

 “The men of the congregation had a meeting  to plan 
a course of action to get the church meeting again.  
We expect Gatlinburg to be opened up for outsiders 
to come in on Monday.  Two of our men are going to 
search for a meeting place we can rent.  Three  oth-
ers are going to the ruins of our building to see if 
anything can be salvaged from the ashes. 

You are welcome to send out any of my remarks 
about the fire.  Here is our need;  three families in 
the congregation lost their homes and nearly every 
thing they possessed.  Our church building burned to 
the ground.  For those who wish to help us recover 
and rebuild,  we are asking that contributions be sent 
to:  

Gatlinburg church of Christ  

P.O. Box 361,  

Gatlinburg, TN  37738 

Many want to send used clothing or toilet articles, 
etc.  These are not in need as the Red Cross and oth-
er organizations are doing this.  What we most need 
is cash to help the families to rebuild their homes 
and then rebuild our church building.  Most have 
insurance but it never comes close to covering all 
expenses.  The prayers of the saints and any contri-
butions would be most welcome.  Rod” 

 

From the Elders at West Side: 
“If you would like to help, place a check written to: 
West Side Church of Christ and mark on the check 
memo, “Gatlinburg church of Christ”.  From there, 

we will send all the money to the Gatlinburg congre-
gation.” 

 

 

Snippets 
--Change of address for Anna Funk: 

4720 East Heritage Circle 

Muncie, IN 47303 

Cell #:  765-212-8327 

--Pantry item for December:  canned meat 
including beef stew 

--Godspeed to Heather, Jade and Jade’s fami-
ly who will be going on a holiday cruise on 
Christmas break.  Have fun, kids and be safe. 

--Notice new notes from the preaching stu-
dents, Ronnie Gootam, Jonah Stults and Scott 
Pfettscher posted on the Missions Board. 

Summed Up in One Word 

Jesus said, “So whatever you wish that others would 
do to you, do also to them for this is the Law and the 
Prophets” (Matt. 7:12).  We are all familiar with this com-
mand.  In fact, we know it as the “Golden Rule.  Yet, how 

much do we really practice it? 

**If I were hospitalized, I would appreciate visitors.  Doesn’t 

that mean I should visit those who are hospitalized? 

**If  I were in prison, I would appreciate having people who 
visited me.  Doesn’t that mean that I should do the same for 

the imprisoned? 

**If I were an elderly person confined to the nursing home, I 
know I would appreciate visitors.  The people who are there 

certainly do. Doesn’t that mean I should visit them? 

**If I were hungry, I would appreciate those who give me 
food.  Doesn’t that mean I should do the same for those 

who are hungry? 

**If I were a stranger in a new town or a new congregation, 
I would want others to be friendly, to make me feel wel-
come, to invite me over and to help me become a part of 
the long-standing fellowship.  Doesn’t that mean I should 
do the same for newcomers to the congregation or the 

town. 

In fact, Jesus seems to say these thing will be a significant 
part of the basis for determining the saved and lost on the 
last day (Matthew 25:41-46).  Perhaps, we  need to re-think 
our practices and our priorities and reconsider what is really 

involved in living the Christian life. 

Jim Mullican 

Kirbyville, TX 
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Why Did the Jews Reject Jesus? 

Because He did not meet their expectations.  They had their minds made up before He 

came as to what kind of Messiah He would be.  They had the mold ready and when He 

refused to fit into that mold they were greatly disappointed.  They had read the Old 

Testament prophesies of a coming king who would sit on David’s throne.  They ex-

pected an earthly king.  Even the disciples had a wrong conception of the kingdom af-

ter His resurrection (Act 1).  He made it clear to them that He was not a rival to Cae-

sar, even though they wanted that kind of king.  They had pre-judged. 

The Jews rejected Him because He condemned their materialistic thinking and living.  

Jesus constantly minimized the material and emphasized the spiritual.  

He was rejected by the Jews because He condemned the religious customs and tradi-

tions of His day.  He was rejected because of His humble origin and simplicity.  He was 

born in Bethlehem, meaning, “house of bread.”  Jesus was just too plain, ordinary and 

humble for the Jews to accept and embrace the long-awaited Messiah. 

Why Do Men Reject Him Today? 

--Because He demands sacrifice: sacrifice of time, energy and self.  Many will not call 

on the sick or visit the hospital and nursing homes.  They won’t make the time to meet 

with the church when it meets.  For some, Sunday and Wednesday evening services are 

out of the question. 

--Because He expects the sacrifice of money.  So many are in such financial debt they 

feel they cannot give until they get out of debt.  When we refuse to give as we have 

been prospered, we reject Christ. 

--Because he demands clean living (Titus 2:11-12, James 4:8).  We must be pure in 

mind (2 Peter 3:1), pure in speech (Col 3:8), pure in life (1 Tim 5:22) and pure in religion 

(James 1:27).  Our Lord calls us to holiness (Matt. 5:48). 

As Christians, may we never become guilty of  rejecting Jesus! 

Dale Grissom 

Dexter, TX 



 
Those Serving Today 

DECEMBER 18,  2016 

 

MORNING WORSHIP 

Announcements: Gary Reynolds 

Song Leader: Don Allison  

1st  Prayer:  Lowell Huffman 

Scripture Reading:  Steve Gors 

Sermon:  Mike Gors 

Closing Prayer:  Joe Reed 

Sound Room:  Jerry Hoyt 

 

 

COMMUNION SERVERS 

West Side--Outside:  Carl Gilstrap 
                   Inside:     Richard Messer 

East Side--  Inside:    Adam Gors 

                   Outside:  Justin Hummel 

        

        

EVENING WORSHIP 

Announcements: Gary Reynolds 

Song Leader: Don Allison 

1st Prayer:    Jim Clark 

Scripture:  Kendall Clark 

Sermon:  Mike Gors 

Communion Table:  Richard Messer 

                                 Adam Gors 

Closing Prayer:  Rex Harper 

Sound Room:  Jerry Hoyt 

              
 

WEST SIDE WINDOW 

 

Remember in  Prayer 

Angie Reed, MS, Daughter -in -law of Joe and Wanda 

Betty Curry, Released from rehab to go home. 

Bill Ellington,  Terminal brain cancer .  Husband of Mary 
Ann’s friend, Kim Ellington 

Bill Winemiller, Loss of hear ing 

Caroline Stewart, Sally’s friend.  Recuperating from surgery 

Denise Curtis, Bone Cancer .   Fr iend of the  Cloningers’  

Don Gaw,  Released from hospital to his home in Muncie.  
Colon surgery scheduled for Jan. 3 at IUBMH 

Eileen Strombeck, Sally’s Mother.  Now in a soft cast 

Greg Kellow 

Herb & Betty Smith   

Joan Odle 

Joan Heinen,  Breast cancer survivor with further  surgery  
pending   Sue’s friend 

Justin Spence, US Army, active duty in Bagdad. 

Karen Harrison, Wife of J im.  Attends Columbus Ave. 

Kathy Harper, Released from hospital to home 

Ming Gilstrap, Recuperating from rotator  cuff  surgery 

Richard & Laurie Johnson, Father  & Daughter , both diag-
nosed with cancer. Acquaintances of Genny 

Sylvia Carroll, Doing well after  eye surgery  

Tim Corcoran, Liver  cancer   

Virginia Southard, Stroke. 
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Group 3  Duties for Dec. 18 

Building Lock-up 

Communion Clean-up 

Greeters:  

Communion Prep for December: 
Kista & Elayna 

 

Blessed is Mirth  
Blessed be mirthfulness; it is God’s medicine--

one of  the renovators of  the world. Everyone 

ought to bathe in it.  Grimness, moroseness, 

anxiety--all this rust of  life ought to be 

soothed by  the oil of  mirth.  A man without 

mirth is like a wagon without springs in 

which one is caused disagreeably to jolt by 

every pebble over which it runs. 

Henry Ward Beecher 
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Happy Birthday 

Kathy Harper--Dec. 18 

Nathan Bayer--Dec. 18 

Karen Jaromin--Dec 24 

Sally Anderson--Dec. 27 

Adam  G--Dec. 30 

 

Remember Our Shut-ins with 

Cards and Visits: 
Ellen Welker --Bethel Pointe  

Forrest Hurst—Elmcroft 

Jim & MaryLou Witty--At home 

Katie Clingman--Signature Health Care 

Lana Blanchard—Albany Health Care 

 

 

 

 

December 20,  Ladies Breakfast. Cars leave lot at 9:30a  

January 8,  Elders & Deacons will speak to the congregation  
about the plans and goals for 2017 at evening worship.  Short 
devotional will also be presented. 

January 14,  Blood dr ive in the parking lot, 10a -2p.  See 
Kathy if you have any questions. 

February 14-16, CYC (Chr istian Youth Conference) in Pi-
geon Forge, TN 

April 14-16, L2L Convention in Louisville, KY.  The theme 
for this year is found in Ruth 3:5, “All That You Say to Me, I 
will do.” 

 

 

On Sunday, December 25, there will be NO evening service to 
enable people to travel and spend time with loved ones. 

 

 

 

.   

 

 

 

 Wednesday Bible Study 

December 21 

Devotional:  Mike  

Song Leader:   Jimm y 

Prayer:   Adam

“The wisdom from above is first pure, 

then peace-loving, gentle, compliant, 

full of mercy and good fruits without 

favoritism and hypocrisy.  And the fruit 

of righteousness is sown in peace by 

those who make peace. James 3:17-18 

  
 

 The fish was used as both a secret code and as anti-Roman 

symbol by those who were persecuted in the early days of 

Christianity. 

Why a fish?  Even though in Matt. 4:19, Jesus said, “Follow 

me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  Rather, co-

incidentally,  each of the letters in the Greek word, fish 

(ichthus), are the same as those in the phrase Iesous Christos 

Theou Huios Soter:  Jesus Christ, of God the Son, Savior. 

Selected 

A Prayer 
My life must touch a million lives in 

some way ere I go 

From this dear world of struggle to the 

land I do not know.   

So, this I wish I always wish, the prayer 

I ever pray:   

 “Let my life help the other lives it 

touches by the way.” 


