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FALLING INTO THE “GAP” TRAP
By Ted J. Clarke

NOTE: There will be articles to follow this one. Please keep these for future
reference.
Are There Two Creations In Genesis 1?

If men were not trying to bow to the claims of false science, it is not likely
that the gap or day/age theories would have been suggested from reading Gene-
sis 1. A simple straight-forward reading of the chapter seems to include verses
1-5 in the “first day”; verses 6-8 in the second; verses 9-13 in the third; and so
on through the sixth day, when God completed His work. One has to do his
own creating in order to make a place for a time gap of billions of years.

For example, there are words in each verse of the “first day” section (verses 1-
5) which connect the sentences to each other in a progression of thought, ex-
cluding any break in thought for a gap of vast time. The “earth” mentioned in
verse 1 is emphasized again in verse 2; the “darkness” in verse 2 is contrasted
with the “light” in verse 3; the “light” in verse 3 is divided from the “darkness”
in verse 4; and light was called “Day” and darkness was called “Night” in verse
5, ending the “first day.” Where is any pause in thought or progression to allow
for insertion of a previous creation, different from what is set forth in the rest of
Genesis 1? There is none!

Those who hold a “rein and reconstruction” theory for the gap period state
that after the initial creation of verse 1, a long, long time passed and God
brought that first creation to ruin. When verse 2 says that “the earth was with-
out form and void,” it is claimed that this was a state of destruction and chaos
brought about by God as some kind of punishment. Various suggestions are
given as to why God did so, but we have no space to discuss them here. The
following verses (3-31) are then supposed to be a “reconstruction” of the ru-
ined earth to shape it for man’s habitation. It does not seem to deter the breth-
ren who promote this theory that not a word of it can be read from the text of
Genesis 1, unless it is inserted.

The phrase “without form and void” (Hebrew—tohu wabohu) does not neces-
sarily mean the state of something brought to ruin. Those words can mean
something not yet formed or useful, and empty. In the context of Genesis 1 it
means that when God created the physical elements of the earth in verse 1, He
did not bring them into being in a completely organized state. The elements
were created but the earth was “unformed and unfilled.” This earth was a work
in progress which was formed and filled in the rest of the process of creation,
described in the remainder of the chapter. [See the Theological wordbook of
the Old Testament, Vol. 2, edited by Harris, Archer, & Waltke, (Moody Press,
1980), pp. 964-65.] The earth did not “become” to a state of emptiness because
of God’s wrath, as gap proponents claim. It “was” that way as a result of crea-
tion of God, but its unformed and unfilled status was only a brief step on its
way to a completion which God said was “very good” (1:31). None of the stan-
dard translations of Genesis 1:2 say, “the earth became without form and void.”
Even Jewish Publication Society of America’s Bible says, “Now the earth was
unformed and void” (Philadelphia, 1917/1964). Hebrew scholarship is not on
the side of those who try to promote the gap theory. Oswald T. Allis captures
what must be the true design of this creation chapter of Genesis 1 and then
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WORSHIP FOR

DECEMBER 13
MORNING WORSHIP

Song Leader: Don Allison
Opening Prayer: John Schock
Scripture Reading: Richard Messer

(Luke 6:43-45)
Sermon: Larry G. Reynolds
Sermon Topic: “Known By Our

Fruit”

Announcements: Brian Huffman
Closing Prayer: Don Gaw

COMMUNION SERVERS

West Side- Assist: Drew Odle
Prayer: Jerry Hoyt

East Side- Prayer: Lowell Huffman
Assist: Jim Clark

EVENING WORSHIP

Song Leader: Don Allison
Opening Prayer: Sam Arnold
Scripture Reading: Gunnar Taylor
(Luke 9:23-26)
Sermon: Larry G. Reynolds
Sermon Topic: “Take Up Your
Cross and Follow”
Communion Table: Dwayne Odle
Closing Prayer: Mark Stewart

PULPIT PREVIEW FOR
DECEMBER 20, 2009

AM: “A Midnight Visit”
(Luke 11:5-13)

PM: “Take the Lowly Place”
(Luke 14:7-14)

DECEMBER
GREETERS:
East Door: Ginger, Lela, & Cannon
Front Door + Ushers:
Jay Kellow & Clayton Parker

COMMUNION:
Prep: Lowell & Charlene Huffman
Clean-up: Maria, Teresa C., Shawna

BUILDING CLEANING: Richard &
Janet and Lowell & Charlene

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Janet AKkins, friend of Debbie Perry and Cindy Taylor
Sally Anderson, her mother, and grandmother
Peggy Berry, friend/co-worker of Jim & Marjorie’s son,
has cancer and is taking chemo.

Barbara Blaser, friend of Lisa

Martina Conaster, Gail Parker’s aunt

Ron Dunscomb, Pamela’s father-in-law

Madeline Kortman, Debbie’s mom—send encourage-
ment to 1833 Key Ave.; Madison, IN 47250

Molly Hemmings, Dorothy’s niece

Delores Huffman

Pat Hutson, 93-yr-old aunt of Cindy

Brandon Lee

Norma Norris, Grant’s grandmother

Ryburn Perry

Mike Perry, Vada & Ralph’s neighbor

Nora Lee Robbins, Gail Parker’s mother

Maggie Roberts, Cindy & Nancy’s sister-in-law—
undergoing chemo.

Kent Sanders

Carrie St. John, Michelle Mann’s friend

Kay Thomason, Howard Goodman’s sister. Send encour-
agement to 1219 Kelly Dr., Elizabethtown, KY 42701.
Betty Topper, Leonard’s sister, is having complications
from back surgery

David Witty

Everett & Ann Witty

Shut-Ins: Virginia Ashley - Westminster. Juanita Brod-
erick - The Woodlands. Christine Daniels— Elmcroft.
Twyla Monroe - The Woodlands. Mary Norris - The
Woodlands

Away in the Military: Grant Kellow - [rag—see bulle-
tin board for change of address. Brian Noonkester - Ger-
many. John Welker—Ft. Benning

Sympathy: Sadly Brother George Welker passed away.
Debbie’s dad, Marvin Kortman also passed away.
Please remember these families in your prayers.
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MARK YOUR CAMP INDOGAN CHRISTIAN YOUTH CAMP
CALENDARS Dear Elders,

Dec 13—Group 3 (Mike &
Herb) will meet after evening
services. This group is also
responsible for making sure
the building is secure and
lights are out after each ser-
vice.

Dec 15—Men’s fellowship
breakfast at IHOP at 8 AM.

Dec 15 & 17 —Ladies exer-
cise at 9 AM at Debbie’s
home. Due to Debbie’s loss,
check with her on these
dates.

Dec 16—Make plans to join
us for fellowship and dinner
at 5:30.

Dec 19—Make plans to at-
tend a baby shower for Kay
(Perry) Beck in the basement
annex. See bulletin board for
details.

Dec 20—Elders and deacons
will meet.

Dec 27—Carry-in lunch and
early evening services.

Jan 3—Elders will meet.

Jan 3—Preacher’s Pals be-
gins at 5:50 PM. All children
are welcome.

The Board of Directors were saddened to hear of Brother Welker’s pass-
ing, and wish to express our sorrow. However, even though he has passed
from this earth, we can truly say “He is in a better place.”

Thousands of children are indebted to him for his vision, commitment,
and determination to bring about a haven of love that helped prepare them
to live in a world full of sinful pitfalls.

Personally, I have been blessed with my association with godly men and
women who give their lives to carry on what Brother Welker began with a
handful of men over 50 years ago. In essence, not only has he influenced
the lives of so many young people, he has also influenced the lives of many
adults who have worked at Camp Indogan carrying on the dream of a pris-
tine place for God tucked away in a small corner of the world.

I am truly grateful for the many years of support and work that the elder-
ship at West Side has led in behalf of Camp Indogan. I have grown very
close to many who attend West Side and work at Camp Indogan during the
session I direct. It still comes back to a man who loved God, loved chil-
dren, and loved the Truth. As Brother Welker is remembered, a place
called Camp Indogan will also be remembered.

In Christian Love,
Dave Sherfield
President

Camp Indogan

SUPPORT THE
YOUTH

Sign up on the
bulletin board to
host a Teen De-

votion in your

home.

DAVID DIXON WRITES...
Dear brethren:

Hello again from the Memphis School of Preaching. It is the holiday sea-
son and we wish all of you health and safety in all you do. Thanksgiving
is probably my favorite holiday of the year, and not just because of all the
delicious food! We should all be thankful everyday of the year as Chris-
tians, but it is nice when the entire nation pauses to reflect on how blessed
we are. We were able to spend time with some family members, and that
is what it is all about.

I got my grades back for the recently completed first quarter. I am
pleased with the results and plan to continue in the effort that was required
to make these grades possible.

Genesis A, Bible Geography A+, Exodus/Leviticus A+,
English A+, Homiletics A+, and Matthew A+

Thanks to all of you for helping to make our first quarter here a success.
We look forward to continuing in this effort and hope that these grades
reflect a satisfaction of the expectations you all have for us.

In Christian service,
David Dixon

THANK YOU!
With sincere appreciation and warmest thanks.
| don’t know that | can fully express the gratitude | have
for all the people at West Side. | am truly thankful for all
the support and friendship that has always been shown
to Ray and myself. He loved the Church and all the peo-
ple very much—I believe he now looks down from above
and watches over each and everyone of us. Thank you
so very much for everything.
Brenda Gastineau




