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Steps
Advertisers present their products illustrating the steps to
follow to guarantee success. Insurance companies outline
the steps to follow to join the ranks of the insured. The following “steps” are offered to show the seeking soul the way
to salvation.

-- Recognize Your Emptiness:
“We all like sheep, have gone astray, each of us
has turned to his own way” (Isaiah 53:6).
“all our righteous acts are like filthy rags” (Isaiah
53:6). When you have had enough of your sin then
turn from your sin.

--Reject Your Old Lifestyle:
“…Repent and turn to God so that your sins may
be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come
from the Lord” (Acts 3:19).
“Produce fruit in keeping with repentance…” (Luke 3:8).

The Lord’s Supper
When I come to the Lord’s Table

I come, not because I am worthy, not for any righteousness of mine, for I have sinned and fallen short of what,
by God’s help, I might have been.
I come, not that there is magic in partaking of the symbols for Christ’s body and blood. But I come, because
Christ bids me come. It is His table and He invites me.
I come, because it is a memorial to Him; His life, His
suffering, death, burial and resurrection. I find myself
humbling myself in His presence and bowing before
Him in worship.
I come, because here is portrayed Christian self-denial
and I am taught the virtues of sacrifice which has salvation in it.
I come, because here, I can acknowledge my unworthiness and t make a new start.
I come, because here, I find comfort and peace.

“I preached that they should repent and turn to
God and prove their repentance by their deeds”

I come, because I rise from this place with new courage,
strength and power to live for Him who died for me.

(Acts 26:20)

Selected

After you reject your past lifestyle, then turn to
God and accept His will for your life.

--Return to God through Jesus
Christ:
--“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is
no other name under heaven given to men by
which we must be saved: (Acts 4:12). Believe that
God will give you a new life.

--Receive New Life:
“We were therefore baptized with Him through
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life: (Romans 6:4).

--Recount Your Experience:
Once you have received new life, tell family members, friends and acquaintances of your new life in
Christ. The leper, who was made clean, could not
contain his enthusiasm:
“Instead, he went out and began to talk freely,
spreading the news” (Mark 1:45).
Douglas Parsons
Hixson, TX
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--There is a box of kitchen wares that need
their rightful home. Box is on bench near the
annex doors.
--In the coming days, Kendall & Jane will be
shopping for groceries for the holiday baskets. The benevolence fund is in need of your
monetary support.
--Notice the sign-up sheet for the trip to
Pokagon state Park on Dec. 17th. Found on
board # 1.
-- 2017 sign up sheets for communion prep and
for the cleaning crews are on the board
--”Well done is better than well said.”
Benjamin Franklin
--”Your best teacher is your last mistake.”
--Food pantry items for December are:
any canned meat, including beef stew.
************************
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Christmas as a Religious Day?
In just a few days, millions will be celebrating the day known as Christmas. Some will do it with the bottle, while others will heed the advice of denominational preachers and celebrate it as the birthday of Christ. “Put
Christ back into Christmas” is the slogan.
The Bible, however, gives no particulars about the date of the Lord’s arrival;
nor does the Bible anywhere specify a religious observance of such. December is the winter season in Palestine and no self-respecting shepherd would
be out in the fields tending sheep or hearing the angelic host as described
in Luke 2.
Both the date and the celebration are the work of men. Men set the date after much dispute. They discussed November 17th, the middle of March,
January 6th and December 25th, finally settling on the last date.
If God wanted the church of our Lord to remember His Son’s birthday as a
special day of worship, he would have said so. God, however, commanded
Christians to remember His Son’s death each first day of the week when we
observe the Lord’s Supper (Matt. 26:28, 1 Cor. 11:23, Acts 20:7).
Christians can enjoy the holiday of fun of gift giving and not go beyond
that which is written. The principle of Romans 14:5 applies here. Christmas is definitely not a religious day but the matter of exchanging presents and having fun is one of judgement.
Kenneth McClain
“God understands the way to wisdom and He knows its location. For He looks
to the ends of the earth and sees everything under the heavens. When God
fixed the weight of the wind and limited the water by measure, when He established a limit to the rain and path for the lightning, He considered wisdom and
evaluated it; He established it and examined it. He said to mankind, “Look!
The fear of the Lord--that is wisdom, and to turn from evil is understanding.”
Job 28:23-28 (HCSV)
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Those Serving Today
DECEMBER 11, 2016

Remember in Prayer
Angie Reed, MS, Daughter -in -law of Joe and Wanda

MORNING WORSHIP
Announcements: Jerry Hoyt
Song Leader: Cliff Nicks
1st Prayer: Bill Smith
Scripture Reading: Joe Reed
Phil. 4:4-9
Sermon: Mike Gors
“Finding Joy in the Lord”
Closing Prayer: Gary Reynolds
Sound Room: Jimmy Clark

COMMUNION SERVERS

West Side--Outside:
Inside:
East Side-- Inside:
Outside:

Rick Cox
Jay Kellow
Todd Stults
Steve Gors

EVENING WORSHIP
Announcements: Jerry Hoyt
Song Leader: Cliff Nicks
1st Prayer: Richard Messer
Scripture: Carl Gilstrap
Matt. 5:17-20
Sermon: Mike Gors
“With Some Exceptions”
Communion Table: Jay Kellow
Todd Stults
Closing Prayer: Don Allison
Sound Room: Jimmy Clark

Group 3 Duties for Dec. 11
Building Lock-up
Communion Clean-up
Greeters:
Communion Prep for December:
Kista & Elayna

Bill Ellington, Ter minal br ain cancer . Husband of Mar y
Ann’s friend, Kim Ellington
Bill Winemiller, Loss of hear ing
Caroline Stewart, Sally’s friend. Recuperating from surgery
Denise Curtis, Bone Cancer . Fr iends of the Cloninger s

Remember Our Shut-ins with
Cards and Visits:
Betty Curry--Signature Health Care
Ellen Welker --Bethel Pointe
Forrest Hurst—Elmcroft
Jim & MaryLou Witty--At home
Katie Clingman--Signature Health Care
Lana Blanchard—Albany Health Care

Don Gaw, Colon sur ger y scheduled for J anuar y 3 at
IUBMH
Eileen Strombeck, Sally’s Mother.
Greg Kellow
Herb & Betty Smith
Joan Odle
Justin Spence, US Ar my, active duty in Bagdad.
Karen Harrison, Wife of J im. Attends Columbus Ave.
Kathy Harper, Patient at IUBMH

December 17, Assembly and Deliver y of food baskets to the
community. Biscuits and gravy will start us off at 8a.

“You can determine how
confident a person is by
listening to what they
don’t say about themselves.” B. Jett

Ming Gilstrap, Recuper ating fr om r otator cuff sur ger y
Sylvia Carroll, Cor nea sur ger y scheduled on Dec. 14
Tim Corcoran, Liver cancer .

May light always surround you;
Hope kindle and rebound you.
May your hurts turn to healing;
Your heart embrace feeling.
May wounds become wisdom;
Every kindness a prism.
May laughter infect you;
Your passion resurrect you.
May goodness inspire
Your deepest desires.
Through all that you reach for,
May your arms never tire.
― D. Simone

December 17, Leaving at 12 noon or after completion of food
basket delivery, the youth will ride the van to Pokagon State Park
for tobogganing and a devotional. The cost will be $10 per person but money for lunch and hot chocolate will be needed, also.
Return at 8p that evening. Any questions, see Todd or Genny.
Sign up sheet is on board # 1.
January 8, Elder s & Deacons will speak to the congr egation
about the plans and goals for 2017.at evening worship. Short
devotional will also be presented.
January 14, Blood dr ive in the par king lot, 10a -2p. See
Kathy if you have any questions.

Wednesday Bible Study
December 14

Virginia Southard, Str oke.

New Years Wish for You

December 13, Ladies Br eakfast. Car s leave lot at 9:30a

Devotional:

Lowell

Song Leader:

Don

Prayer:

Volker

John Schock—Dec 13
Herb Smith --Dec. 14
Shawna Schock--Dec. 15
Kathy Harper--Dec. 18
Nathan Bayer--Dec.
18
Karen J—Dec 24
Adam G--Dec. 30

February 14-16, CYC (Chr istian Youth Cofer ence) in Pigeon
Forge, TN

New Teaching Quarter Has Begun
Sunday:
Ages 1,2 and kindergarten:

Teresa

Grades 1-3:

Kista

Grades 4-6:

Jennifer

Teens :

Gary

Adults:

Mike

Wednesday:
Peschool-3 grade

Debbie

Grades 4-12:

Todd

Adults::

(Pearls will be taught)

Mike

“The Book and one Teacher can change the world.”

