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Impressive churches dot the pages of Bible history - Antioch, Ephesus, Jerusalem, Phillipi, 

Rome. From more recent restoration history, a host of names are recalled. But what finally 
happened to those churches? A few remain; most are gone. They died! Is this destined to be 

the final chapter of this church? Why did they die? Did the churches become outdated? A new 

T-model Ford is as good as ever but not suited to the demands of our day. Man has not 
changed. Man's spiritual needs are the same. God's church is perfect in design and needs no 

improvement. That is not the problem. Was it persecution that destroyed those grand church-

es? All churches felt the lash of persecution, but that is when they multiplied their numbers. 
They died later. Churches die from within - not from outside pressure. Churches die at the ta-

bles of compromise. When the churches fought the world, sin, and false doctrine - asking no 

quarter nor giving any, they prospered. Brethren bore scars; they lost a battle now and then, 
but they did not lose the war. In their hand was a two edged sword, and on their side a divine 

defense none could penetrate. Compromise opened the gates and sheathed the sword. "Let's 

not dispute with people..." That appeal is the cankerworm and caterpillar that devours a church 
- and it is at last dead, stripped of its courage and faith. Churches die of indifference. All 

churches lose members - they die, quit, or move away. Laziness just revises the directory and 

waits for move-ins and births. No effort is made to restore the fallen as scripture demands. 
No seed is sown. No one has home Bible studies. There is no zealous pursuit of souls. That 

church naturally – gradually - eventually but ever so surely dies. Churches die from misdirec-

tion. They adopt worldly religious ideals. They see the church as a social reform agency, a gen-
eral benevolent society,· and a recreational institution. Its spiritual mission is forgotten. The 

harder they work, the worse the church becomes. Finally, it is but a grotesque caricature of 

the Lord's church. Somewhere along the way, the church died - the victim of apostasy. Other 
churches have no direction at all. They are content to open the doors three times a week, have 

a meeting once a year, and paint the building when it begins to peal. They go in circles constant-

ly wearing the ruts deeper and deeper. They press without a real goal, running on the treadmill 
until the church dies. Is such inevitable? Must our work be wasted? No! The Lord has a pre-

scription: "Preach the word...in season, out of season…”; “Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold 

on eternal life..." "Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing 
this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee." May we have the zeal, faith and 

backbone to take the medicine. 

Joe Fitch 



 

 

 

 

 

Announcements:  Todd Stults 

Song Leader:  Gary Reynolds 

Opening Prayer:  Jimmy Clark 

Scripture:  Jacob Clark 

Luke 17: 11-19 

Lord’s Table 

 West Side:    Steve Gors 

                                 Don Allison   

 East Side:    Volker Jaromin 

              Bill Winemiller 

 Sermon:  Mike Gors   

“Thank You, Lord” 

Closing Prayer:  Richard Messer 

Sound Room:  Lowell Huffman 

 

 

Bible Study, Nov. 22 

Song Leader:  Gary Reynolds 

Devo:  Brian Huffman 

Closing Prayer:  Bill Winemiller 

 

 

Services 
 

Sunday Morning 
Class, 9:30a 

Worship: 10:30a 

(Also 
livestreamed) 

No Sunday             

Evening Service 

Wednesday Bible 

Study, 7p                                   

 

Elders 

Michael Gors 

Gary Reynolds 

Todd Stults 

 

Preacher 

Michael Gors 

 
Deacons 

 

Don Allison 
Fellowship 

 
Jim Clark 
Visitation 

 
Lowell Huffman 

Media 
 

 

 

November 20, 2022 

—December 19, Christmas 

holiday baskets delivery 

—December 20, Blood drive 

in parking lot, 8:30a -12 

FYI 
Midweek service for this 

week will be held on  

Tuesday,  November 22nd in                    
observance of Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are honored by your presence today. 

We  welcome you and hope you have 

been enriched by what you have heard 

and seen here. If you wish to wear a 

mask, please do so. You will find masks 

at the front door and visitor cards can be 

found on each aisle. If you have ques-

tions,  the West Side Elders will be glad 

to meet with you.         

 

 

Years ago I read notice of a horrible train 

wreck in which many people died painfully 

amid the twisted, burning wreckage. The 

engineer was killed as well. But as he lay 

near death he showed those near a paper, 

saying, "Take this. It will show I was given 

the wrong orders." And they were the 

wrong ones. He had been on the wrong 

track. Yet he was still dying. And many 

were already dead close by . . . Friend, you 

have an eternal soul, entrusted to you by 

God to serve Him. What orders are you 

following? Are they His or man's idea of 

religion? Make sure, because sincerity is 

not enough.   Robert Hines  

Food pantry items for 

this week::                        

Brownie mix and 

canned soup 



 

 

 

Barbara Owens, Skylar's grandmother has been diag-

nosed with liver cancer 

Betty Curry and  Marla Curry-Shelley  Marla has 

suffered a set back and will require a third back sur-

gery 

Catherine Santos, Please pray for her family as they 

grieve her death from an aggressive form of cancer. 

She was a friend and close colleague of  Kassandra 

Allison and taught 5th grade in the same school as 

Kassandra. 

Cindy Taylor, Covid 

Delores Huffman, Scheduled for surgery in January 

Dennis and Gina Murphy,  Dennis has Primary Pro-

gressive Multiple Sclerosis and is bed ridden and Gina 

is suffering from lymphoma. Friends of the Nicks’ 

Jim Smith,  Covid which has delayed Jim’s return 

home from Rawling’s House 

Leroy Phillips, Shawna Schock’s father 

Renee York, Recovering from wrist surgery 

Robby Murphy,  Kidney cancer 

Sandy Isgrigg, Tyler and Alayna Isgrigg’s grand-

mother. Colon cancer and broken hip.   

Susan Cloninger, Suspicious spots found. Will be 

consulting with Doctor as to immediate treatment plan 

Tom Cloninger, Sr,   Heart attack. Found to have a 

tear in his heart muscle. Will require further testing 
 

Nov 25—Delores Huffman   

Nov 27—Rachel Chambers 

Nov 29—Julie Allison 

Nov 30—Elzi Saddadi,  2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Justin Hummel and Britney Fitzgerald have 

planned their wedding for                                   

November 26, 2022. 

If you would like to send a card, their     

address is: 

C/O Becky Hummel 

5540 West County Rd 950 N 

Middletown, IN 47356 

 

Congratulations to Steve Gors who welcomed 
his third grandchild and second grandson, 
Porter Saddadi on Nov. 7th.  Baby boy 
weighed 8 lbs.  and 22 inches and measured 
22 inches long. He joins his parents, Karissa 
and Bilel and his big Sissie, Elzi.  Our best 
wishes to Steve and to the Sadaddti family. 

 

 

God hath promised strength for the day, 

Rest for the labor, light for the way, 

Grace for the trials, help from above 

Unfailing sympathy, undying love. 

Annie J. Flint (in part) 



Page 4 Is There a Divine Pattern For The Church?  

We must surely realize our need for such a pattern. No 
reputable contractor would attempt to construct a 
building without a blueprint. Even the most talented 
seamstress realizes the need for a pattern. This is be-
cause the tasks they undertake are difficult. Of how 
much more infinite difficulty is the task of the church, 
which is "the pillar and ground of the truth"? 
(1Timothy 3:15) Indeed, concerning man's entire rela-
tionship to God, Jeremiah could cry in all truth, "O 
Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is 
not in man that walketh to direct his steps" (Jer. 10:23). 
You need divine guidance. And we can know assuredly 
there is such a pattern. Paul commanded young Timo-
thy: "Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou 
hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ 
Jesus" (2 Timothy 1: 13). The word "form " means "an 
example, pattern . . . the pattern to be placed before one 
to be held fast and copied, model . . . "" (Thayer). This 
is a plain declaration that there is a pattern. This form, 
according to the inspired writer, consists of "words, 
which thou hast heard of me." These are apostolic 
words. But, the apostles' words are God's words, re-
ceived by revelation from the Holy Spirit. (1 Cor. 2:9-
13) These words were written down by the apostles 
and constitute the New Testament, which we can read 
and understand. (Eph. 3:1-6) The term "sound" is de-
fined thus: "to be well, to be in good health, true and 

incorrupt doctrine." (Thayer) These are words that are 
conducive to spiritual health. Being the words of God, 
they are true. (John 17:17) But we dare not corrupt 
them. If one were to add a pinch of arsenic to whole-
some wheat flour, death would result. If one adds a 
pinch of opinion to the wholesome apostolic words, 
damnation will result. (Gal. 1: 6-9) Thus, the divine 
blueprint for the church consists of the sum total of 
everything the New Testament says about the church, 
nothing more or less. Equipped with this pattern, we 
"may be complete, furnished completely unto every 
good work." (2 Tim. 3:17, ASV) The aged apostle en-
joined an obligation to this pattern. He commanded 
Timothy to "hold fast" the form. The words "hold fast" 
mean to "keep," "retain " or "be consistent with." Un-
der the Old Covenant, if one brought into service to 
God that which was unauthorized, punishment was 
swift and severe. (e.g. Lev. 10: 1-2) Under the New 
Testament we must "do all in the name of the Lord Je-
sus" (by His authority, Col. 3:17) lest we be without 
God (2 Jno. 9-11) and thus lose our hope of life eternal. 
(Rev. 22:18-19) Indeed, there is a divine pattern for the 

church, the New Testament. Will you not lay aside 

human opinion and by faith be conformed to the di-

vine pattern?  

- by Keith Sharp  

 

 

In John 13, after Jesus had instituted the Lord's 

Supper, we find that he washed his disciples' 
feet (vs. 4-16). Many times the question arises, 

"Since Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, 
should we not wash one another's feet?" Some in 

the denominational world have used this as jus-
tification to have a "foot washing service" as a 

part of the worship to God. Washing feet is also 
mentioned in Luke 7 where a woman washed the 

feet of Jesus with her tears and wiped them 
with her hair. Then it is mentioned in 1 Timothy 

5 as one of the deeds that would characterize 

some widows. The usual mode of travel in Jesus' 
day was walking. The roads and pathways were 

usually dusty. One of the signs of hospitality in 
that time was to wash (or, have a servant to 

wash) the feet of a guest when they arrived in 
your house. This seems to be the thought in Luke 

7 and seems to be given as a symbol of hospitali-
ty in 1 Timothy 5. It is certain that the lesson Je-

sus taught in John 13 was that of humility and 
service. Saints still need to be humble in the 

sight of God (James 4:10) and in this humility be 
willing to do anything they can to relieve the 

distress of another - including washing their 
body (not just feet). We should show hospitality 

to those who visit us, but washing another's feet 
is not necessarily the only way to manifest this. 

And, we all (not just widows) should be active in 
doing good deeds. To go through a ceremony of 

washing another's feet when they don't need 
washing is NOT a show of humility nor godliness. 

So far as I can see it is NOT something to be done 
in worship to God. Let us leave it as the Bible 

does - a symbol of hospitality and good works. 
Let us manifest hospitality in other ways and do 

all good works expected by God - but let us not 
fall into a ritual of washing feet in applying the 

Scripture improperly.  -   J. F. Dancer, Jr.  


