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—November 19,  Holiday food basket delivery 

—November 19, East Allen County COC  Annual 

Youth Rally.  See flyer 

—December 20, Blood drive in parking lot, 8:30a -12 

We are honored by your presence today. We  

welcome you and hope you have been enriched 

by what you have heard and seen here. If you 

wish to wear a mask, please do so. You will find 

masks at the front door and visitor cards can be 

found on each aisle. If you have questions,  the 

West Side Elders will be glad to meet with you.         

 

 

Webster defines the word influence as "the power 

of persons or things to affect others, seen only in 

its effects." Though the word influence is only 

found one time in the King James Version, its 

meaning is on every page. In the Sermon on the 

Mount, Jesus tells his disciples that they are the 

"salt of the earth" (Matt. 5:13-16). There are 

many interesting things you can say about this 

figure of speech. Salt is totally worthless while 

sitting on a shelf, it has to be applied. Salt can 

also loose its "saltiness." When it looses its power 

to flavor, it is good for nothing and must be dis-

carded. Paul told the brethren at Corinth they 

were an "epistle of Christ known and read by all 

men" (2 Cor. 3:1-3). Whether we like it or not, 

every Christian is an advertisement for Christ. It is 

rather scary to think the honor of Christ is in the 

hands of his disciples. Men of the world will judge 

Christ by the character of his followers. Have you 

ever considered what type of an advertisement 

you are? One of our songs suggests that "We are 

the only Bible the careless world will read, We are 

the sinners gospel, we are the scoffers creed, We 

are the Lord's last message, given in deed and 

word, What if the type is crooked? What if the 

print is blurred?" Much of the book of Proverbs is 

devoted to warning young men about their choos-

ing their companions. "He who walks with wise 

men will be wise, but the companion of fools will 

be destroyed" (Prov. 13:20). The majority of 

worldly people will pay very little attention to what 

we say, but our actions will always be scrutinized. 

When they think of our character and reputation, 

our actions will speak louder than our words.  

 by David Padfield 

“Walk boldly and wisely...there is a hand 
above will help thee on.”  PJ Bailey 

“In an acceptable time, I heard you and in the day 

of salvation, I helped you. Look, now is the accepta-

ble  time; now is the day of salvation.” 2 Cor. 6:2 



 

 

 

 

 

Announcements:  Gary Reynolds 

Song Leader:  Don Allison 

Opening Prayer:  Bill Smith 

Scripture:  Steve Gors 

Luke  15: 11-18 

Lord’s Table 

 West Side:    Seth Gors 

                                 Rex Harper                    
  

 East Side:    Lowell Huffman 

              Brian Huffman 

 Sermon:  Mike Gors   

“Climbing Up from the Bottom” 

Closing Prayer:  Jimmy Clark 

Sound Room:  Case Reynolds 

 

 

Bible Study, Nov. 9th 

Song Leader:  Lowell Huffman 

Devo:  Mike Gors 

Closing Prayer:  Jimmy Clark 

 

Services 
 

Sunday Morning 
Class, 9:30a 

Worship: 10:30a 

(Also 
livestreamed) 

No Sunday             

Evening Service 

Wednesday Bible 

Study, 7p                                   

 

Elders 

Michael Gors 

Gary Reynolds 

Todd Stults 

 

Preacher 

Michael Gors 

 
Deacons 

 

Don Allison 
Fellowship 

 
Jim Clark 
Visitation 

 
Lowell Huffman 

Media 
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Reminder: 
Items for the food pantry for 

this week are Jiffy cornbread 

mix, cake mixes and frosting. 

Names due by Nov. 13th.  

Deliveries on Nov. 19th 

 

  

Round as an apple 

Flat as a chip. 

I’ve got two eyes…                                                                       

But can’t see a bit.                                                                                  

 

A Button 

Congratulations to Holly Cham-

bers on the birth of her first  

grandchild.  Kashton Chambers 

was born on Oct. 30th to Darren 

and Debbie Chambers.  He 

made his debut at 9 lbs. & 14 

oz. and measured 21 inches 

long. 

Our best wishes to Kashton’s 

great-grandparents, Lowell and 

Charlene Huffman. Hurray! In 

addition, they are celebrating 

the birth oif their  great-grand-

daughter whose father is our 

own Alex Huffman. Raven Rose 

Huffman was born on Nov. 1, 

weighing 9 lbs & 9 oz. and 

measuring 20.5 inches.  

We wish both the new babies  

happy lives in the Lord. 

 

 

 

Hear Ye...Hear Ye 

The Tuesday Men’s class will 

be  on leave until January 3, 

2023 



 

 

 

Barbara Owens, Skylar's grandmother has been 

diagnosed with liver cancer 

Betty Curry and  Marla,  Betty is recovering 

from covid. Her daughter, Marla, is recovering 

from back issues associated with the second of 

two surgeries 

Jim Smith, Hospitalized at present time with 

planned stint at rehab 

Leroy Phillips, Shawna  Schock’s father 

Lowell Huffman, Acute bronchitis 

Robby Murphy,  Has been diagnosed with kidney 

cancer 

Sandy Isgrigg, Tyler’s and Alayna Isgrigg’s 

grandmother. Recovering from colon cancer and 

recently suffered a broken hip.  Able to go home 

but needing extra care.  Family has requested 

prayer on her behalf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember Our Shut-ins 

Norma Haffner 

Kay Wall 

Linda Horning 

Suie Holloman 

 

Nov 6—Mary Ann Bayer 

Nov 6—Jennifer Clark 

Nov 7—Lonnie Ergle 

Nov 15—Connie Reynolds 

Nov 15—Steve Gors 

Nov 18—Ann Witty 

Nov 18—Lily Ferguson 

Nov 25—Delores Huffman   

Nov 27—Rachel Chambers 

Nov 29—Julie Allison 

 

The First One to Plead His Cause 

Seems Right “ 

The first one to plead his cause seems right, until his neighbor 

comes and examines him” (Proverbs 18:17). Wise Solomon 

observed the reflexive tendency on the part of man to accept 

as truth the first version of events presented in a potential con-

troversy. When gossip circulates through the workplace, the 

neighborhood, or even the church, the first version of events is 

usually presumed to be true. This is so because “The words of 

a talebearer are like tasty trifles, and they go down into the 

inmost body” (Proverbs 18:8). Just as a well prepared meal 

will go untouched by a child who has spoiled his dinner with a 

bag of candy, similarly the truth holds no interest for those will-

ing to accept rumors. The “other side of the story” may never 

be heard, and even when it is, it is often disregarded as a 

weak defense against the supposed facts already established 

in everyone’s minds. For this reason, it is imperative to refrain 

from spreading rumors in the first place. “Where there is no 

wood, the fire goes out; and where there is no talebearer, strife 

ceases” (Proverbs 26:20). God commanded, “You shall not go 

about as a talebearer among your people” (Leviticus 19:16). 

The behavior of a “busybody” is described as “disorderly” (II 

Thessalonians 3:11) because “gossips and busybodies” are 

those who say “things which they ought not” (I Timothy 5:13). 

And, Paul exposed the wickedness of “whisperings” (Romans 

1:29; II Corinthians 12:20) insomuch as gossip thrives on whis-

pers while the truth demands an open hearing. When a dis-

pute must be resolved, both accounts deserve fair considera-

tion. The Pharisees opposed Jesus, but Nicodemus correctly 

asked, “Does our law judge a man before it hears him and 

knows what he is doing?” (John 7:51). The will of God in such 

cases is plain: “Test all things; hold fast what is good” (I Thes-

salonians 5:21), for “He who answers a matter before he hears 

it, it is folly and shame to him” (Proverbs 18:13).  

 by Bryan Matthew Dockens  
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 In Titus 2:1 Paul instructs Titus to "...speak thou the things which become 

sound doctrine." Later, in this same chapter, he tells Titus to "Exhort servants 

to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please them well in all things; 

not answering again; not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they 

may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things" (Titus 2:9,10). These 

verses clearly indicate that there is speech and behavior that is not only becom-

ing or befitting to sound doctrine, but will "adorn the doctrine of God". This 

being true, we should each strive for that kind of speech and conduct. The 

word "adorn" means: "to add beauty to; to make greater the splendor or honor 

of." What a challenging thought that I may be able to "add beauty to or make 

greater the splendor" of the doctrine of God. How is this possible? Surely, I 

can do nothing to improve upon the doctrine of God. God's word is perfect 

(See James 1:25; 2 Tim. 3:16). Any change that anyone would make in the 

doctrine would detract from it and pervert it. However, Paul says it is possible 

to "adorn the doctrine of God." I can adorn the doctrine of God by living in 

such a way that I make the doctrine more appealing to others. How many have 

been turned away from the truth because they have seen hypocrisy in the lives 

of those who claimed to follow the truth? On the other hand, there have been 

many who have eventually obeyed the truth because they observed the influ-

ence of that truth in the life of someone around them. This is the point Peter 

makes in 1 Peter 3:1,2 where he says, "Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to 

your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the 

word be won by the conversation of the wives; While they behold your chaste 

conversation coupled with fear." I know of men who are faithfully serving the 

Lord today because their wives "adorned the doctrine of God." I can also 

"adorn the doctrine of God" by refusing to compromise truth with error. It may 

take courage and it may demand sacrifice or suffering on my part, but if I re-

fuse to compromise the truth others will be made to realize how valuable the 

truth really is. On the other hand, if I compromise the truth every time I en-

counter some temptation or difficulty, I am telling those who observe my life 

that here is something that has little or no value since I am willing to compro-

mise it in the face of temptation. I "adorn the doctrine of God" whenever I 

show that I believe "not in word only" but "in deed." James says, "But be ye 

doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any 

be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his 

natural face in a glass: But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and 

continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this 

man shall be blessed in his deed" (James 1:22-25). The person who is "on 

again, off again" fails to "adorn the doctrine of God." The life of a faithful 

child of God is marked with stability and steadfastness. In writing to the Corin-

thians, Paul says, "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmova-

ble, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 

your labour is not in vain in the Lord" (I Cor. 15:58). What about your life? 

Does the doctrine of God appear more attractive to others as they observe 

your life? - by James Hahn 

“God’s goodness hath been 
great to thee: 

Let never day nor night un-
hallowed pass, 

But still remember what 
the Lord hath done.”                                 

William Shakespeare 

In the Thickets 
 Sometimes we have the tendency to 

complain about little things in life. 

It is those little things which ought 

to prepare us for the more difficult 

things. Paul saw persecutions as 

hurdles one may jump. You won't 

jump those high hurdles if you 

can't jump the low ones. Use those 

low hurdles in life to be more suc-

cessful as a Christian in the future. 

Jeremiah 12:5, "If you have raced 

with footrunners and they have 

wearied you, how will you compete 

with horses? And if in a safe land 

you fall down, how will you fare in 

the thickets of the Jordan?" (NRSV) 

Do you see what God is saying? If 

you can't succeed when the going is 

easy, how will you succeed when 

the going gets tough? Many com-

plain about how hard it is to confess 

Christ in our society. I wonder 

what they would do if their life 

were on the line. Many first century 

Christians faced just that sort of 

challenge. - selected 


