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To really live, we need more than food, clothing, and
shelter–the basic necessities of life. How many of the
nearly seven and a half billion people on this planet
live meaningful lives? And, of that number, how
many are actually living for something which will
outlast this life?
The apostle Paul described the former lives of the
Ephesian brethren, saying, “you were dead in your
trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked
according to the course of this world, according to
the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is
now working in the sons of disobedience. Among
whom we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our
flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as
the rest” (Eph. 2:1-3).
Spiritually speaking, without Jesus, we are the walking dead. But Jesus came that we might “have life,
and have it abundantly” (Jn. 10:10). It is only in union with Christ that such life is possible. In Romans
six, Paul reminds us that when we were baptized into Christ, we were baptized into His death (vs. 3).
But, then, he goes on to explain that the reason we
were “buried with Christ through baptism into
death” was so that we might be raised up to “walk in
newness of life” (vs. 4). Only Jesus can put life into
our lives. He is “the way, and the truth, and the
life…” (Jn. 14:6).
Purposeful living–the kind that leads us to heaven–is
impossible apart from union with Christ. Jesus Himself said, “apart from Me you can do nothing” (Jn.
15:5). Paul understood the secret to purposeful living. Christ is that secret. Paul faced death with confidence, saying, “For to me, to live is Christ and to
die is gain” (Ph. 1:21). But he also faced life with
confidence, saying, “I can do all things through Him
who strengthens me” (Ph. 4:13). So, “if we live, we
live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord;
therefore whether we live or die, we are the
Lord’s” (Romans 14:8).
Glen Elliott

“Happiness walks on busy feet.”

In the dead of winter, a young
man was told by his father to
fetch some firewood. When he
got to the wood box outside, he
found it empty. Not wanting to
disappoint his father, he went
looking about their farmstead
and found a tree that looked quite
dead and he sawed it down and chopped it up.
In the spring, to his dismay, he found new shoots had
sprouted from the trunk of the tree that he had cut
down. He confessed to his father, “I thought sure it was
dead; the leaves had dropped, the twigs snapped, it
seemed as if there was no life there.”
The father, wanting the boy to learn a lesson, told his
son, “Never cut down a tree in the wintertime. It may
look dead, but there may still life at the taproot. There
are many things in life that may seem dead or hopeless,
but still has life in it. Don’t give up on it. Never make a
negative decision in a low time. Wait. Be patient. The
spring will come and reveal all.”
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Guilty of Being Vague
A defendant isn’t happy with how things are going in
court, so he gives the judge a hard time.
Judge: “Where do you work?”
Defendant: “Here and there.”
Judge: “What do you do for a living?”
Defendant: “This and that.”
Judge: “Take him away.”
Defendant: “Wait; when will I get out?”
Judge: “Sooner or later.”
Bulletin Digest

1. Remorse over yesterday’s failure. 2. Anxiety over
today’s problems. 3. Worry over tomorrow’s uncertainty. 4. Procrastination with one’s duty. 5. Resentment of someone’s success. 6. Criticism of a neighbor’s imperfections. 7. Hatred of another’s differences. 8. Impatience with youth’s inexperience. 9.
Skepticism of the church’s future. 10. Unbelief in
God’s providence.
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Differing Paths
Often, when traveling through the Appalachians, I have noted the markers indicating the Eastern Continental Divide. This line denotes the watershed between
streams that feed into the Atlantic Ocean and those that feed into the Gulf of
Mexico. Two drops of rain, falling only inches apart on the ground, will end up
separated by hundreds of miles before they reach the end of their journeys.
As we consider, personally, the choices we make day by day, we should recall
the words of our Lord, “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much,
and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much.” (Luke 16:10)
The small things in our lives can well lead to big changes, either for good or for
evil. This principle extends to congregations, as well.
Frequently, an emphasis on doctrinal exactness is greeted with a roll of the eyes.
Why should we, after all, be concerned over small departures here and there?
Isn’t it just nit-picking to question everything that doesn’t measure up to the truths
we understand from Scripture?
We should be concerned about apostasy, even in the smallest measure, because
it is a step down a path which will end in destruction. Every heresy that has divided the church began with a small departure from the truth, which lead to greater
and greater departures over time.
Our fellowship must stand firm on the inerrancy of Scripture, the total truth and
authority of God’s word. We must stand firm in attempting to understand and follow the pattern of faith and practice outlined in the Bible. Most centrally, we must
stand firm in teaching the exclusive truth of God’s way of salvation through Jesus
Christ. Even the slightest deviation in our commitment to these basic truths will
plunge the church quickly into all manner of false teaching.
When Christian teachers and preachers depart from a complete confidence in
Scripture, they stand in danger of losing their faith altogether. When congregations begin introducing unauthorized elements into the worship and work of the
church, there is no end to the changes which will occur. When the church begins
fellowshipping outsiders as if they were members of the Lord’s church, soon the
very heart of the gospel is laid aside. Constant vigilance is needed to keep the
Lord’s church true to the Lord’s way.
Gregory Alan Tidwell
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Weekly Contribution Goal:
$2440

What is Ahead?

Contribution for October 7th

$1970

**Rachel Chambers is traveling in KY this week

MORNING WORSHIP
Announcements: Gary Reynolds
Song Leader: Lowell Huffman
1st Prayer: Bill Smith
Scripture Reading: Case Reynolds
2 Cor. 1:2-5
Sermon: Mike Gors
“Bridging the Divide”
Closing Prayer: Kendall Clark
Sound Room: Jacob Clark

COMMUNION TABLE
West Side--Outside:
Inside:
East Side-- Inside:
Outside:

Steve Gors
Adam Gors
Richard Messer
Jim Clark

EVENING WORSHIP
Announcements: Gary Reynolds
Song Leader: Lowell Huffman
1st Prayer: Jerry Hoyt
Scripture Reading: Volker Jaromin
Acts 21:5-9
Sermon: Mike Gors
“So Few Words, so Much Said”
Communion Table: Adam Gors
Closing Prayer: Don Allison
Sound Room: Jacob Clark

**Lola Harrell who traveled to VA this past week to be with
her youngest brother, Jo Lester, who is on life support after
suffering a heart attack
Alex Odle, Cancer . Visiting in Muncie last week. Now back to
his Marine base in South Carolina
Angie Reed, MS, Daughter-in-law of Joe and Wanda

Bevin Green, Breast surgery last week with no cancer found in
lymph lodes. Total test results still pending.

Teacher: Mike Gors , Romans 12:1-12
“Mature Child of God”
Song Leader: Don Allison
Prayer: Bill Winemiller

Don’t Forget Our Shut-ins

--Oct. 21, 2018, Meadowbrook COC, Homecoming, “Bringing
the Family Together” with speakers, Gary Johnson and Jim
Flowers.
--Oct. 25-27, Gospel Meeting, Fishinger Rd & Kenny COC in
Columbus OH. Refer to Flyer
--Nov. 3, Church of Christ Auglaize Co (OH). 23rd annual lectureship. “Pearls from Proverbs: Man’s Responsibilities.”
See flyer

What did Jesus “see” in the friends
who brought their friend?

Bob Owens, Cancer, Kathy’s cousin

Lana Blanchard--Albany Health Care

Brad Southwick, Steve’s friend. Cancer with radiation pending

Joyce Popplewell--Heritage in Yorktown

Emily Graham, Great granddaughter of the Reeds’

Raelena Shumaker--Albany Heath Care

Read Mark 2:5

“Be kind for everyone you meet is fighting a
hard battle.”

Jessica Gors, Breast cancer

“The good old days were never that good, believe me. The good new days are today and
better days are coming tomorrow. Our greatest songs are still unsung.”

Joe Walker, Heart Problems.

Hubert Humphrey

Gordon and Brenda Huffman
Jennifer Duke Odle, Cancer. Latest testing shows further
treatment needed
Jerry Winsor

John Reed, Cousin of Teresa Cox. Brain cancer with hospice
being called in
Kay Wall, Diagnosed with CLL which is a form of treatable
leukemia.
Larry Reynolds
Pat Kidd, Now at home. Recovering from sepsis in kidney.
Susan Allison Zachary
Susie Long, Debilitating arthritis in back.

Pantry Needs for this Week:
Canned soup and pasta

Kathy Harper

Maria Hoyt, Surgery set for Oct. 16th.
“If there is any encouragement in Christ, if there
is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion,
make my joy complete by being of the same
mind…” Phil. 2:1-2

Bible Study --Oct. 17

--Oct. 16, 10:30a, Women’s Breakfast, Cars leave lot at 9:30

Volker Jaromin--Oct. 2
Anna Funk--Oct. 4
Julia Clark--Oct. 7
Kathy Owens--Oct. 8
Angie Akins--Oct. 8
Kristy Burch--Oct. 18
Donna Qualkenbush--Oct. 25
Betty Smith--Oct. 27
Todd Stults--Oct. 27
Jade Meyers--Oct. 28
Lindsey Daunhauer--Oct. 29

Names for holiday food baskets can be given
to Steve anytime up to Nov. 14th. Also, if
you would prefer to participate monetarily,
see Steve or Kendall.

From Franklin Roosevelt: “A Chinese Christian man prayed, “Lord, reform thy world, beginning with me.”

Trash to Curb

My heart rises to
God and I will cry
aloud. My voice
rises to God and
He will hear me.

“How can I say my life is
not a a success? Have I
not for more than 60 years
gotten enough to eat and
not been eaten?”

Communion Clean-up

Psalm 77:1

Logan Smith

Group One Duties for Oct.
Greeters:

Annex, Front, Carport
Lock-Up

Communion Prep for October: Todd

