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No Member Left Behind
Typically, the average church of Christ has a 50% drop from Sunday morning to Sunday evening. Many
times, the Wednesday night attendance is a little larger than Sunday night but usually, in most congregations
it is about the same. I am sure each one could list many reasons why the 50% drop happens and many different theories could be brought forth as to the best way to accommodate such folks to return on an evening service. Sometimes, congregations may move their evening service to an afternoon hour but still, there are fewer
in number in that assemble. Here is a suggested a plan for this individual endeavor called, “No Member Left
Behind”.

It will take effort, action, work and prayer!

Steps to Success
--Begin with a church director and familiarize yourself with each member and their family.
--After learning the directory, make it a point to attend services each week and greet every member attending.
--Violate every church seating law and sit somewhere different each Sunday (tread carefully that you don’t
take someone’s seat).
--If possible, go to lunch with a different member each week and talk about things other than church and
how the preacher delivered his sermon.
--Attend the Sunday evening service.
--Before the Sunday evening service begins, greet people at the door and welcome them into the assembly
(even if you are not on the greeter’s list).
--Take note of all the people not attending so you can send them a card tomorrow.
--Take time each week to pray for every family in your congregation.
Commit yourself to knowing, growing and nourishing others (but remember, to nourish others, you must
first grow yourself).
As individuals, we can all do a lot to encourage and edify the Body. Are you willing to try? As the old saying
goes, “Nothing ventured, nothing gained.”
Taken in part from an old bulletin source.
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In Love and Sympathy,

This and That…

Our hearts go out to Pat Lee on the death last week of
her sister, Beverly Myers. Beverly was a frequent visitor
at West Side when she visited Muncie. For the past,
many years, she was a faithful follower at the Southside
Church of Christ in Portland. She was mother to three,
grandmother to 10 and is also survived by several great
and great-great-grandchildren. We will miss her friendly and kind presence among us. Funeral service was
held on Tuesday.

--Let’s all remember the food pantry and
the need to fill it up before the holidays are
upon us. We are needing paper goods: bathroom tissue and paper towels and also
canned fruits and vegetables of any sort.

Lowell HuffmanMedia

If, it is easier for you to donate monetarily,
that will be appreciated as well.

MISSION WORKS

We are, also, sad to note that Norma Haffner’s nephew, Ray Richard Haffner, passed away last Tuesday. in
Muncie. He was a member of Fairlawn Church of
Christ and a retired US postal employee, working as a
maintenance supervisor. He was the father of one and
the grandfather of four and is survived by his wife,

Sandra.

--”Worry often gives a small thing a big
shadow.”
--”Whatever your hand finds to do, do it
with all your might…” Ecclesiastes 10:6
--Congrats to Heather Chambers upon being
Inducted into National Honor Society.

October 1, 2017
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Working on Our Knees
A marble cutter, with chisel and hammer, was changing a stone into a
statue. A preacher, looking on, said, “I wish I could deal such changing
blows on stony hearts.” The workman answered, “Maybe you could if you
worked like me...upon your knees.” What do you do when problems are so
big that nothing seems to work: the Bible answer is, “Go to work on your
knees.”
The gospels reveal that Jesus worked on His knees. Mark 1:35 records an occasion when Jesus rose a long while before daylight, departed to a solitary
pace and there prayed. Luke 5:16 tells us that Jesus often withdrew into the
wilderness and prayed. Luke 6:12 records that the night before He chose His
twelve apostles, Jesus continued all night in prayer to God. Jesus often
worked on His knees.
The early church also worked on its knees. In Acts 12, Herod the King, killed
James, the brother of John, with the sword and then imprisoned Peter with
intentions to execute him after Passover. Guarded by as many as 16 soldiers
and locked behind two prison doors and one huge iron gate, the situation
looked hopeless. The Jerusalem church didn’t hire a lawyer to file a stay of
execution on Peter’s behalf and they did not storm Herod’s palace with a sit-in
protest. But they did go to work--on their knees. Acts 12:5 says, “Peter was,
therefore, kept in prison but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the
church.” What a response! They couldn't do anything about Herod’s actions
but God could, so they prayed. And, by the end of Acts 12, Peter was free,
Herod was dead and the word of God was growing and multiplying. God’s
hand moves when His people work on their knees.
Jesus faced problems but before He endured the cross, He went to work on
His knees. He prayed in Gethsemane, “Oh Father, if it is possible, let this cup
pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will but as You will” (Matt. 26:39). On a
daily basis, we face circumstances which are beyond our control. Jesus
shows us it is okay to ask God to alter our circumstances and remove cups
and crosses which cause us pain. But Jesus’ ordeal in Gethsemane and at
the cross, also, shows us that very often God chooses to alter us rather than
our circumstances. Does life look impossibly hard? Go to work on your
knees and you can be certain God will be working, to--either to alter your circumstances, or to alter you to handle them!
Dan Gulley

Smithville, IN
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Weekly Contribution Goal: $2600

Those Serving Today

Contribution for

OCTOBER 1, 2017

September 24th:

MORNING WORSHIP

$1733

Announcements: Jerry Hoyt
Song Leader: Gary Reynolds
1st Prayer: Danny Odle
Scripture Reading: Carl Gilstrap
Speaker: Lonnie Jones
Closing Prayer: Rick Cox
Sound Room: Jimmy Clark

COMMUNION SERVERS

West Side--Outside: Steve Gors
Inside: Don Allison
East Side-- Inside: Adam Gors
Outside: Carl Gilstrap

1:00 Worship Service
Announcements: Jerry Hoyt
Song Leader: Gary Reynolds
Opening Prayer: Bill Smith
Scripture: Cliff Nicks
Speaker, Lonnie Jones
Communion Table: Joe Reed
Lowell Huffman
Closing Prayer: Jim Clark
Sound Room: Jimmy Clark

“Walk worthy of the Lord unto all
pleasing, being fruitful in every
good work and increasing in the
knowledge of God.”

Col 1:10

Group One Has Building
Duties for October 1st
Greeters
Communion Clean-up
Trash to Curb
Communion Prep for October: Sue

Anna Funk, Gaining strength day by day
Angie Reed, MS, Daughter-in-law of Joe and Wanda
Betty Kellow, Lethargic, trying to adjust to heart medication.
Gordon Huffman
Don Allison

What is Happening Today?
Our Gospel Meeting continues
“From Spiritual Crisis to Victory”

Attendance for Wk. of Sept. 24th
Sunday Bible Study

50

Sunday AM Worship

86

Jennifer Duke, Liver cancer

Sunday PM Worship

59

Kathy Harper

Wed. Bible Study

54

9:30a, Lesson with Lonnie Jones
10:30a, Worship with speaker, Lonnie Jones
Carry -in Lunch

1:00p, Lesson with Lonnie Jones

Mitch Kinder, Neighbor of Sally. Re-occurrence of cancer
Molly Hemmings, Heart issues with increasing difficulty. .
Niece of Dorothy
Ira Chambers, Heart Issues
Karel Shirel, Sister-in-law of Susan, Recuperating from knee
surgery
Kay Tuck, Kidney failure. Mother of Nancy’s daughter-in-law

Wednesday Bible Study
October 4th
Speaker:

Lowell

Song Leader:

Jimmy

Prayer:

Joe

Natalie, Hannah and Brandon as they travel & study in Europe
Ralena Schumaker, Patient at IUBMH at the time of this report. Being treated for fluid build-up Room 4314
Ryan Dobbs, Cousin of Skylar. In need of kidney transplant

Shirley’s phone: 765-744-7773
Shirley’s sister: Sonjia Wolfe, 765-623-5695

Sui Holloman, Daughter, Belinda and grandchild, Lauren
Tom Cornett, Son-in-law to Cliff and Tammy is gaining
strength after his back surgery and doing fairly well.

Volker Jaromin--Oct. 2
Anna Funk--Oct. 4
Julia Clark--Oct. 7
Kathy Owens--Oct. 8
Angie Akins--Oct. 8
Kristy Burch--Oct. 18
Donna Qualkenbush--Oct. 25
Betty Smith--Oct. 27
Todd Stults--Oct. 27
Jade Meyers--Oct. 28
Lindsey Daunhauer--Oct. 29

opposed! What temptation resisted? What virtue acquired? Marcus Annaeus Seneca

--October 3, Women’s Breakfast. Cars leave at 9:30a
--October 8-11, Gospel Meeting at Eagle Valley Church of
Christ in Indianapolis with speaker, Don Loftis. See flyer.
--October 22, Homecoming at Southside Church of Christ in
Portland with speaker, Russ Lawson. Celebrating 60th year in
present building. See flyer.
--October 28, Ladies’ Breakfast with the Elders, 9a. Elders will
cook and serve breakfast
--November 4, Elder’s breakfast with the men of the congregation. The Elders will cook and serve breakfast.

--November 4, Ladies day at Central Church of Christ in Bedford, IN. RSVP by October 23rd. Flyer posted.
--December 9, Wedding of Jonah Stults and Mariah Dickey at
the building. RSVP by Nov. 25. Invitation posted.

“We should, every night, call ourselves to an account:
What infirmity have I mastered today? What passions

--Oct. 1-4, Gospel Meeting at Church of Christ at Lincolnway in
Columbia City, IN. Mark Reynolds will speak. See flyer.

--October 8-11, Gospel Meeting at Towne Acres in Muncie with
speaker, Adam Faughn. Flyer posted.

Ralph Zeek
Shirley Durnal, Had difficulty after cataract surgery, losing
sight in her right eye and then lost sight in her left eye as well.
She has been going through a series of injections. Shirley is staying with her sister in Anderson for the time being.

What is Coming Up?

What did Jesus learn and how did He
learn it?
Read Hebrews 5:8

