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The Plague of Profanity 

 Are you as sick of hearing it as I am? We are exposed to it at the super market, over the back fence, and at 

ball games. It fills our novels, movies, and is profuse on television. What is this mysterious influence? Profan-

ity! We hear it – not just from sailors ("cuss like a sailor"), or from the French ("pardon my 'French'") but from 

all strata of society. It used to be the case that a gentleman would never use profanity in the presence of a 

woman – and deep down he knew he shouldn't use it anywhere. Now, women can swear with the "best (or 

worst) of 'em." Small children, who have not learned to discuss much of anything yet – on an intellectual    

basis – can spew forth a "blue" streak. It almost seems as if some of their first words are of the "four-letter" 

variety. The Bible is not silent on the proper use of human language. Paul wrote: "Let no corrupt speech pro-

ceed out of your mouth, but such as is good for edifying as the need may be, that it may give grace to them 

that hear" (Eph. 4:29). The term rendered "corrupt" is the Greek sapros, akin to sepo ("to rot"). It denotes that 

which provides no good service. Our words in the presence of others ought to be such as build men up, ra-

ther than debasing them (cf. Job 4:4). Again, the inspired apostle wrote: ". . . but now do ye also put them all 

away: anger, wrath, malice, railing, shameful ['filthy' KJV] speaking out of your mouth. . . " (Col. 3:8). The term 

signifies that which is base, characterized by shame. As a result of their studies of the Greek papyri, Moulton 

& Milligan suggested that the word generally denotes "foul or filthy" language ( Vocabulary of the Greek New 

Testament, London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1963, p. 14). Profanity is such an invasive influence; it's a mind-

maggot. It gnaws its way into the recesses of one's thinking, and, if harbored, will make its presence sponta-

neously felt at the slightest provocation. This is what happens when we allow ourselves to be unnecessarily 

and regularly exposed to its vileness. We may soon begin to "cuss" mentally even if we don't verbalize profan-

ity outright.  

by Wayne Jackson 

 

 

 

O Master. Let me walk with Thee 

In lowly paths of service free 

Tell me Thy secret; help me bear 

The strain of toil, the fret of care. 

Help me the slow of heart to move 

By some clear, winning word of love; 

Teach me the wayward feet to stay 

 

And guide them in the homeward way. 

Teach me Thy patience; still with Thee 

In closer, dearer company 

In work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 

In trust that triumphs over wrong. 

In hope that sends a shining ray 

Far down the future’s broadening way; 

In peace that only Thou canst give— 

With Thee, O Master, let me live. 



 

 

 

 

Announcements:  Lowell Huffman 

Song Leader:  Gary Reynolds 

Opening Prayer:  Jim Clark 

Scripture:  Brian Huffman 

                 1 Peter 1: 13-16 

Lord’s Table:   

 West Side:     Steve Gors                     

            Volker Jaromin 

 East Side:    Case Reynolds 

      Rick Cox 

 Sermon:  Mike Gors                                                        

 “Take Time to be Holy” 

Closing Prayer:  Jay Kellow 

Sound Room:  Jacob Clark 

 

Bible Study, Sept. 21, 2022 

Song Leader:  Don Allison 

Devo:  Mike Gors 

Prayer:  Richard Messer 
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September 18, 2022 

 

***Today at West Side:                       

2p, Card Signing 

  COMING UP 

—October 2, Sunday blood drive at 

West Side, 12:30 noon to 4p.  See 

Lowell to make an appointment 

--October 15, 2nd annual Church of 

Christ picnic at Camp Indogan.                    

See  flyer 

—October 15, Ladies inspirational 

Day at East Allen County Church of 

Christ in New Haven IN.                    

Flyer posted 

How to Answer When You Don't Know the Answer 

No one likes to be 'put on the spot.' We dread the possibility of being asked questions that we 

can't answer. This is especially true when the questions are about religion. Without a doubt, one 

of the biggest hindrances to spreading the gospel is this fear of being asked questions. Many 

Christians feel uneasy about their level of Bible knowledge. Thus, to avoid potentially embar-

rassing situations, they do their best to sidestep any discussion that might turn to religious 

themes. This is sad, because it keeps us from many 'open doors' for personal evangelism. Since 

no one has ALL of the answers, it is important for us to know what to do when questions arise 

that 'stump' us.  (Cont. on next page) 

Taken From the Greek 

Many ancient nations had a written lan-

guage but paper was unknown until  more 

recent times.  Then, an Egyptian discov-

ered writing material could be made from 

the reed-like papyrus. Only the inner pith 

or biblos  could be used. Individual pieces 

of biblos, fastened together and called      

biblion,  formed the first little book. Ro-

mans borrowed from the Greeks, the 

word, biblia—plural of biblion and mistak-

enly regarded it as a singular noun. Any 

book was called a biblia. When the early 

Christians collected their inspired writings 

into a single book, it was given the same 

name. Brought into English as Bible, the 

word narrowed in meaning to “ The One 

Book of Books”.  Selected 

Pantry Item for this week is canned 

meat: chicken or tuna. Thank              

you for participating. 



 

Sept 24—Melinda Sheffield 

Sept 25—Elayna Reynolds 

Sept 25—Don Allison 

Sept 25—Sylvia Carroll 

Sept 26—Kay Wall 

Sept 26—Cliff Nicks 

 
 

Damon Summers,  Broken hip.  In rehab at Morrison 

Woods. Cards appreciated 

Gail Welker Miller, According to Gail’s sister, Pam 

Henderson, Gail is still undergoing treatment.  Prayer, 

cards appreciated. Nights are especially troublesome. 

She is on a vent now and sedated. 

 

 

 

 

Janet Messer, Covid   

Jerry Massey,  Lung Surgery  

Joe Brewer, Lowell and Charlene’s daughter-in-law, 

Jennifer’s, father. 

Joey Harper,  Impending delivery of baby daughter 

Joyce Colvin,  Chest pain. Patient at IUBMH 

Linda Horning, Hospitalized at present, pneumonia and 

kidney issues 

Martha Gilstrap, Broken foot   

Richard Messer.  Sees cardiac doctor on Sept. 20th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember Our Shut-ins 

Norma Haffner 

Kay Wall 

Linda Horning 

Damon Summers 

 

(Cont. from page 2) 

Here are some suggestions:  

1) Realize -- and be ready to explain that there are simply 

some pieces of information that we do not have because 

God has not supplied them. "The secret things belong 

unto the Lord our God" (Deut. 29:29). But, we have "all 

truth" (John 16:12, 13), and "all things that pertain unto 

life and godliness" (2 Pet. 1:3). So, every piece of essen-

tial information has been supplied.  

2) When you do not know the answer, it is best to simply 

admit it. This is much better than trying to bluff' your 

way through.   Humbly say, "I don't know." but do not 

fail to add: "I'll find out and get back to you on that." 

Following this procedure will actually provide addition-

al opportunities to teach. It keeps the door open to fur-

ther discussions.  

3)  Study, study, study! You will feel less intimidated and 

more willing to engage in biblical discussions if you 

build your confidence level by increasing your Bible 

knowledge. Pay special attention to areas where you 

presently feel 'weak' in knowledge and understanding. 

Be well prepared to deal with popular denominational 

errors. Be ready to explain 'issues' that divide brethren.  

4) 4) Never shy away from a chance to talk about God and 

His Word. The more you do this, the easier it will be-

come. Every such conversation serves as an opportunity 

for you to 'sharpen your sword.'  

by Greg Gwin 

Gail Miller, Room # 71250, BCC 

Nebraska Medicine 

PO Box 6159 

Omaha, NE  68106-0159 

A bit of The Book in the morning 

To order my onward way, 

A bit of The Book in the evening, 

To hallow the end of the day. 

Margaret Sangster 



Page 4 Practical "Tools" for Bible Study 

 A) Pray for wisdom and understanding. Before you ever open your 

Bible, pray. "For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not 

cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the 

knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding" (Col. 

1:9). Do not neglect this. It is absolutely necessary for understanding.  

B) Read it. That is right. Read it. Now read it again. What do the individ-

ual words mean? If you do not know, look them up in a dictionary. What 

do they mean together? How do the sentences tie together? Are there 

parallel thoughts in the context or elsewhere? Note carefully, what I call 

signal words, like "therefore, for, and, by, that, in, be, from, to," etc., to 

help you understand. Read it!!  

C) Keep the text in its context. That may be the verse before or after or 

both, or a paragraph of verses, or a chapter, or a book. And study the 

same topic in other parts of the Bible. 

 D) Start with what is easy to understand. Start with something you al-

ready think you understand. Search to see if your understanding is              

correct. For example, find, learn, remember where those texts are that 

teach a person how to become a Christian. Leave harder, more com-

plex topics for future study.  

E) Make notes - in your Bible and/or a notebook. No one can remember 

everything. Use your Bible's margin for recording other texts or ideas 

you have found that are helpful to understand the text you are studying. 

The next time you read that text those notes will be there  

F) Always observe who is talking in the text you are reading. Sometimes 

the Devil is quoted, or sinners speak, or uninspired people. Note their 

words, but obey only God's words or the words of His inspired people.  

G) Always remember in which Bible time you are studying. Is it during 

patriarchal times, before Moses? Is it during Israel's time, before Christ? 

Remember we are Christians, followers of Christ, and what He authoriz-

es, in His words or through His inspired writers, is what is acceptable for 

us to believe and do.  

H) Apply It. All you have done to this point is useless unless you are 

willing to apply it to your life. Does what you read change and remove 

from your life unacceptable attitudes and conduct? Does what you read 

lead to improving and strengthening good attitudes, to increasing your 

doing of right things?  

This is the final, all important test of the quantity and quality of your faith 

and whether you are really studying the Bible. Knowledge of facts alone 

will not save. 

 -  Ronny E. Hinds  

 

Eunice's Family:  

 Marriage is life's most intimate relationship. No one will 
affect you more than your mate. "An excellent wife is the 
crown of her husband, but she who shames him is as rotten-
ness in his bones" ( Prov. 12:4). For many reasons, Chris-
tians should marry Christians. Only in that case can you 
share what is most important in life — your service to 
Christ — with your closest companion. An unbelieving ma-
te may influence you away from the Lord. If that does not 
happen, he or she will hold you back in some way, or at 
least make things more awkward or difficult. Two people 
dedicated to doing God's will have a common basis for 
solving problems that come to the relationship. If God 
blesses the marriage with children, your parental obligation 
is much easier if both parents are Christians. And when 
death ends your marriage, how much better to face the loss 
of a companion knowing that he or she died in the Lord. 
We need to emphasize these practical realities to people 
contemplating marriage. Nevertheless, some choose to mar-
ry those who are not Christians. Also, it is not uncommon 
among those already married for one spouse to become a 
Christian but the other does not. Such families should con-
sider Eunice and take heart. She shows what can be done in 
that situation. Acts 16 tells of Paul coming to Lystra on his 
second preaching trip. "And behold, a certain disciple was 
there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was 
a believer, but his father was a Greek" (vs. 1). Timothy's 
mother was Eunice ( 2 Tim. 1:5). His father was evidently 
not a Christian, and he was sufficiently opposed to Eunice's 
beliefs that Timothy had not been circumcised (vs. 3). What 
did Eunice do? Two things. First, she lived by her convic-
tions, despite her husband. 2 Timothy 1:5 speaks of her sin-
cere faith, which also characterized her mother, Lois. Sec-
ond, she taught her son. Paul reminded Timothy that "from 
childhood you have known the sacred writings" ( 2 Tim. 
3:15). It was surely more difficult for Eunice to have do this 
training without a husband's help, but she did it. Doubtless 
Lois also contributed. If Eunice did it, so can you. It will 
require persistent instruction and a consistent example. 
Something else about Eunice is noteworthy. It was at Lystra 
where Paul was stoned and left for dead on his first preach-
ing trip ( Acts 14:19). Now, this same apostle wanted her 
young son to go with him to destinations unknown to assist 
him in preaching. What would be in store for Timothy? 
How would he fare? Surely she had concerns. But the text 
reveals no hesitation on her part or his, and this faithful 
mother's beloved son proved to be a valuable worker in the 
Lord's cause. If you will be a Eunice, your son may be a 
Timothy.  

by Frank Himmel 


