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Our Duties to the Local Congregation 
 It is certainly true that we are converted to Christ, not to the church. However, it is also true that the church is a vi-

tal part of God’s plan for His people (Ephesians 3:9,10), and we know that membership in a local congregation is 

crucial for every disciple (Acts 9:26). Therefore, all Christians should be committed to the local congregation where 

they are members. With these facts in mind, what are our duties to the local church? Consider these:  

1. The congregation’s reputation in the local community is very important. We cannot expect people to visit, inves-

tigate, study, and ultimately be converted if they know that individual members of the church are not living up to 

the standard they proclaim. If others see hypocrisy among the members of the local church, it will not prosper. Each 

and every individual Christian must be ‘salt’ and ‘light’ among the lost (Matthew 5:13-16). 

 2. No organized group can progress without good leadership. This is definitely true of a local church. But, good 

leaders need supportive and cooperative followers. Thus, as the elders lead and guide according the God’s truth, 

each member has a duty to submit and obey (Hebrews 13:17). 

 3. There are certain financial obligations that must be met with regularity. Consequently, the members need to 

sense their obligation to give generously, regularly, and consistently (1 Cor. 16:1,2). Though circumstances may 

force one’s absence occasionally, extra effort should be made to make sure one’s financial support to the congrega-

tion is always honored. 

 4. Ultimately, the very existence of any congregation depends upon the attendance of its members. The very life of 

the church is dictated by attendance. For this reason, every saint should feel a duty to be present at every possible 

service, Bible study, special meeting, etc. (Hebrews 10:25). Each one should realize that an unexplained, unjustifia-

ble absence strikes a blow to the energy, enthusiasm, and efficiency of the congregation. 

 5. The growth of the congregation depends upon new people being converted. If this is to happen, the members 

must grasp the importance of sharing their faith with others who are in their sphere of influence. Neighbors, co-

workers, family members – to name a few – should be among those that we seek to win for Christ (Matthew 

28:19,20). 

 6. It is critically important that the members feel a sense of love and loyalty to every other member and to the 
group as a whole. Just as one would not ‘turn their back’ on their physical family, neither should they callously turn 

away from their spiritual family. This means that there will be a concerted effort to maintain peace with others 
(Ephesians 4:1-3). Genuine concern should be shown for those with special needs, both physical and spiritual. The 
brotherly love between individual saints should be open and obvious – it is, after all, a sign of our discipleship (John 

13:35). When a Christian leaves a local church without good reason, it is an indication that he did not have a sense 
of loyalty that is so necessary if the church is to succeed. 

. - by Greg Gwin 



 

 

 

 

Announcements:  Don Allison 

Song Leader:  Lowell Huffman 

Opening Prayer:  Bill Smith 

Scripture:  Case Reynolds 

Matt. 9: 35-38 

Lord’s Table:   

 West Side:  Seth Gors                     

            Rex Harper 

 East Side:    Todd Stults 

              Jacob Clark 

Sermon:  Mike Gors 

      “Let Us Labor for the Lord” 

Closing Prayer:  Jim Clark 

Sound Room:  Jimmy Clark 

 

 
Bible Study, Sept. 7, 2022 

Song Leader:  Lowell Huffman 

Devo:  Don Allison 

Prayer:  Todd Stults 

 

 

Services 
 

Sunday Morning 
Class, 9:30a 

Worship: 10:30a 

(Also 
livestreamed) 

No Sunday             

Evening Service 

Wednesday Bible 

Study, 7p                                   

 

Elders 

Michael Gors 

Gary Reynolds 

Todd Stults 

 

Preacher 

Michael Gors 

 
Deacons 

 

Don Allison 
Fellowship 

 
Jim Clark 
Visitation 

 
Lowell Huffman 

Media 
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Today at West Side:  2p, 
Card Signing 

   

COMING UP 

—Sept. 17,  20th Annual La-
dies Day at Goshen Church 
of Christ. Please RSVP by 
Sept. 6th. See flyer 

—October 15, 2nd annual 
Church of Christ picnic at 
Camp Indogan.  See  flyer 

—October 2, Sunday blood 
drive at West Side, 12:30 
noon to 4p.  Lowell has tak-
en on the direction of the 
drive after the tragic loss of 
our Sister Kathy who over-
saw  past drives.  See Lowell 
if you have questions.  Ap-
pointments can be made. 

—October 15, Ladies inspira-
tional Day at East Allen 
County Church of Christ in 
New Haven IN. Flyer posted 

 

In men whom men condemn as 

ill 

I find so much  goodness still, 

In men whom men pronounce 

divine 

I find so much of sin and blot, 

I do not dare to draw a line, 

Between the two, where God 

has not. 

Joaquin Miller 

If we work upon marble, it will perish; if 

we work on brass, time will efface it; if we 

rear temples, they will crumple into dust; 

but if we work on immortal minds and im-

bue them with principles, with the fear of 

God and love of our fellow mind, we en-

grave on those tablets something that will 

brighten to all eternity.  Daniel Webster 



 

 

Sept 8—Riley Burch 

Sept 12—Emily Stults 

Sept 13—Moissa Hummel 

Sept 17—Don Gilstrap 

Sept 24—Melinda Sheffield 

Sept 25—Elayna Reynolds 

Sept 25—Don Allison 

Sept 25—Sylvia Carroll 

Sept 26—Kay Wall 

Sept 26—Cliff Nicks 

 

 
 

Damon Summers, Cards are welcome 

Gail Welker Miller:  According to Gail’s Facebook in-

fo, she is still hospitalized and is still very weak.  She 

has undergone several critical tests and concerns cen-

ter around cardiac, respiratory, nephology and hema-

tology which adds another layer of concern  on top of 

her blood count issue.  

Jerry Massey,  Lung Surgery 

Joe Brewer, Lowell and Charlene’s daughter-in-law’s 

father. 

Martha Gilstrap has covid and not doing well. She 

also has a broken foot.  Martha is living across the 

street from her daughter in Economy, IN and would 

appreciate prayers, cards. 

Martha Gilstrap 

PO Box 83 

 Economy, IN  47339 

Marty Gors, Recovering from Covid 

Richard & Janet Messer, loss of  the tip of his left in-

dex finger.  Cardiac tests indicates an abnormality.  Sees 

cardiologist on Sept 20th 

 

 

 

 

Remember Our Shut-ins 

Norma Haffner 

Kay Wall 

Damon Summers 

Linda Horning 

- 

I Shall be Glad 

If I can put new hope within the heart 

Of one who has lost hope, If I can help 

a brother up 

Some difficult long slope that seems 

too steep for tired feet to go, 

 If I can help him climb Into the light 

upon the hill’s far crest,  

I shall begrudge no time  

Or strength that I can spend, for well I 

know 

How great may be his need.  

If I can help through any darkened 

hour, 

I shall be glad indeed. 

For I recall how often I have been 

Distressed, distraught, dismayed, 

And hands have reached to help, and 

voices called 

That kept me unafraid. 

If I can share this help that I have had, 

God knows I shall be glad. 

Grace Noll Crowell 
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Who Built the Church?  

In the New Testament one reads about the church. For example, Paul wrote that the house of God “is the church of the living 

God, the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). When reflecting on his personal unworthiness to be an apostle, Paul 

acknowledged, “I persecuted the church of God” (1 Cor. 15:9). Who built this church which is mentioned, described, and dis-

cussed on the pages of apostolic writings? Not Martin Luther - There is a church that wears the name of Luther; however, that 

church is not revealed in the New Testament. Martin Luther was not born until A.D. 1483. That is more than fourteen hundred 

years too late for him to have been the founder of the New Testament church. No matter how much we may admire Luther for 

his sparking the great Reformation in Germany, we dare not exalt him unduly. The church described in the Bible existed for cen-

turies before Luther nailed his ninety-five theses on the door of the Wittenberg Cathedral and broke away from Roman Catholi-

cism. One may read about Christians in the New Testament but not about Lutherans. Not John and Charles Wesley - The Meth-

odist Church traces its origin back to the Wesley brothers, but they lived in the 18th century. Methodism had its roots in the 

Church of England. King Henry VIII had separated the English or Anglican Church from the control of the Pope of Rome in 1534. 

It was about two centuries later that the Wesleys organized societies that developed into the Methodist Church. The church of 

the New Testament was in existence in the first century. It was never referred to as the Methodist Church. The Wesleys could 

not have been the builders of the church of the Bible. Not Alexander Campbell - Born in the late 18th century, Alexander Camp-

bell was a 19th century religious reformer. His quest for truth led him from the Presbyterians into close union with Baptists and 

then to bitter controversies with Presbyterians, Baptists, and other denominational leaders. Campbell pleaded with people to 

return to the ancient order of things. He urged individuals and congregations to discard from their faith and practice everything 

that is not found written in the New Testament of the Lord and Savior. Some of his positions in later years did not measure up to 

his plea. Whatever one may think of Campbell and his efforts, he came on the scene much too late to be the builder of the New 

Testament church. He made no claim to being the founder of the church described in the Bible. Jesus Christ - In Matthew 16:18, 

after Peter had confessed him to be the Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus said, “. . . And upon this rock I will build my 

church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” This passage clearly identifies Jesus Christ as the builder of the New 

Testament church. Jesus “purchased” the church with his own blood (Acts 20:28). He paid the price that there might be a called 

out body of people, a redeemed race, a chosen generation. He “loved the church” and gave himself for it (Eph. 5:25). The 

church belongs to him. It does not belong to Abraham, Moses, Solomon, Elijah, John the Baptist, Luther, Wesley, Campbell, or 

any other man. The church is Christ’s own purchased possession; it is peculiarly his. Jesus is “the head of the church” (Eph. 

5:23). He became its head after being exalted to the right hand of the Father in heavenly places (Eph. 1:20-23). Since the 

church is the body of people belonging to Christ, he is “the head of the body, the church” (Col. 1:18). It is the Lord who adds 

people to the church (Acts 2:47). Obedience to the gospel results in salvation, and the church is composed of the saved. Jesus 

taught that people must believe and be baptized to be saved (Mark 16:15-16). We are “baptized into one body” (1 Cor. 12:13). 

Jesus Christ established the New Testament church through the preaching of the apostles. All who respond to the gospel by 

obeying from the heart are brought under his headship and become a part of the glorious body which is his church. Men have 

built numerous religious bodies, but no man is capable of building what the Lord established. Man may build something and call 

it a “church.” However attractive it may be, no man-made church is equal to or a suitable substitute for the church built by 

Christ.  

 by Irvin Himmel  


