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How do I know if I am strong? 

There are numerous ways to measure physical strength. One example of a physical strength test would 
be the bench press. Each year at the NFL combine players demonstrate how many times they can press 
225 pounds. 

Fifteen to twenty-five times seems to be about the average window. Justin Ernest of Eastern Kentucky 
University holds the all-time record with 51 repetitions back in 1999. That is a truly impressive feat of 
strength! No doubt, Justin is physically strong. 

But how do I know if I am spiritually strong? 

Likewise, there are numerous ways to measure this type of strength. We will consider here only one ex-
ample of the many that are mentioned in Scripture. 

“We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 
Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. For Christ did not please Himself, but as 
it is written, ‘The reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me’” (Romans 15:1-3). 

Those who are strong are willing to suffer. Specifically, the strong are willing to suffer for the betterment 
and good of their fellow Christians and the name of Christ. 

The strong in faith are willing to make the choice to endure hardships rather than to inflict hardships. 

We all know those who are providers of heartache and discomfort. We also know those who are provid-
ers of peace and joy. Of the two, which would we say is strong? 

The passage in Romans 15 tells us about an innocent and perfect Jesus who was brutally beaten and 
then ultimately murdered for our good! And we are called to follow Him! 

We are called to be like Jesus and to please others and not ourselves. If it means our hurt but the Lord’s 
glory, so be it. 

Strength of faith is seen in the willingness to put others first and suffer for Christ’s great name. 

Am I strong?  Bart Warren 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Announcements:  Todd Stults 

Song Leader:  Don Allison 

Opening Prayer:  Danny Odle 

Scripture:  Steve Gors 

                          Matt.  16: 13-19 

Lord’s Table:   

 West Side:  Seth Gors 

             Rex Harper 

 East Side:    Lowell 

             Jacob Clark 

Sermon:  Mike Gors 

       “Genuinely Following Jesus” 

Closing Prayer:  Jim Clark 

Sound Room:  Jimmy Clark 

 

 

Bible Study, August 10th 

Song Leader:  Gary Reynolds 

Devo:  Case Reynolds 

Prayer:  Bill Winemiller 
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Sunday Morning 
Class, 9:30a 

Worship: 10:30a 

(Also 
livestreamed) 

No Sunday             

Evening Service 

Wednesday Bible 

Study, 7p                                   

 

Elders 

Michael Gors 

Gary Reynolds 

Todd Stults 

 

Preacher 

Michael Gors 

 
Deacons 

 

Don Allison 
Fellowship 

 
Jim Clark 
Visitation 

 
Lowell Huffman 
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August 7, 2022 

Remember Our Shut-ins                           

Norma Haffner 
Kay Wall 

Damon Summers 

 

—2p, Card Sign ing at 

West Side 

Looking Ahead 

—Sept. 17,  20th Annual Ladies 

Day at Goshen Church of Christ. 

Please RSVP by Sept. 6th. See 

flyer 

—October 15, 2nd annual Church 

of Christ picnic at Camp Indogan.  

See  flyer 

—October 15, Ladies inspiration-

al Day at East Allen County 

Church of Christ in New Haven 

IN. Flyer posted 

“We forgive those who bore 

us but can’t forgive those 

whom we bore.”                   

Rochefoucauld 

We are honored by your presence today. We  welcome you and hope 

you have been enriched by what you have heard and seen here. If you 

wish to wear a mask, please do so. You will find masks at the front 

door and visitor cards can be found on each aisle. If you have ques-

tions or concerns,  the West Side Elders will be glad to meet with 

you.         



 

 

 

August 18—Teresa Cox 

August 20—Joan Odle 

August 23—Lela Proctor 

August 29—Bethany Allison 
Williams 

August 30—Jane Clark 

 

Remember in Prayer 
April Stinson 

Damon Summers 

Estes Gregory and family 

Gordon Huffman and Delores 

Lola Harrell, Hospitalized as of this past Fri-

day with A-Fib and high blood pressure issues. 

Tyann Huffman, Cataract surgery 

 

 

 It’s pretty easy to see that this congregation or church is not 

Catholic. There is no Roman priest in charge of the parish or 

nuns to serve, no Vatican connection or leader status for the 

Pope, and no incense or infant baptisms in our worship and 

work. Since it is obvious we are not Catholics most will say 

we must be Protestants. The assumption made is that Chris-

tians are either Catholic or Protestant. If you are not one you 

must be the other. But we are not Protestants either. We are 

not of the Protestant Reformation that protested the excess-

es of the Catholic Church and sought to reform it. Beyond 

Catholic tradition and Protestant theology we are, simply, 

Christians. We understand that this sounds strange in a reli-

gious world complicated with so many denominations. If you 

ask a man today what he is religiously he doesn’t say “I am a 

Christian.” He says he is a Baptist or a Methodist or a Pres-

byterian or a Pentecostal. In the New Testament followers of 

Jesus were content to be, simply, Christians (Acts 11:26). 

Christ’s people were described by God in several ways in the 

Scripture, long before Catholics and Protestants existed. To 

God they were His children (1 John 1:1-3). To Christ they 

were His disciples (John 8: 31-32). To each other they were 

brothers (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). And to the world they 

were, simply, Christians (1 Peter 4:16). We are not claiming 

to be the first denomination, the best denomination, the most 

conservative denomination, the non-denominational denomi-

nation, or a denomination at all! We simply follow the New 

Testament to be Christians, in the unity Christ called for 

(John 17:21) as an invitation to the world, there for all to see. 

- by Robert Hines 

 

 

Three Gates 

If you are tempted to reveal  

A tale to you someone has told 

About another, make it pass,  

Before you speak, three gates of gold: 

These narrow gates, First, “Is it true?” 

Then, “Is it needful?”  In your mind 

Give truthful answer. And the next 

Is last and narrowest, “Is it kind?” 

And if to reach your lips at last 

It passes through these gateways three, 

Then you may tell the tale, 

Nor fear what the result of speech may be. 

From the Arabian  



Page 4 The Easy Yoke  

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 

learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy 

and My burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). Do you consider the yoke of Christ to be an easy one? Do you 

feel that serving the Lord is a joy or a burden? Do you find being a Christian to be a pleasant, desirable, 

easy lifestyle? Or is it a real effort? The difference is attitude. Some look on serving God as the greatest joy 

imaginable. Others think it a heavy burden that weighs them down. It is all in the attitude.  

**Is attending Wednesday evening Bible study a blessing to your life? It is designed to instruct and uplift, 

to help us make it through a busy week. Some love to attend; for others it is a burden. Which is it for you? 

 **Do you give joyfully, cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7)? Or do you give grudgingly, only because you know 

that you “have to?” Do you think about all of the other things you could have done with that money? Or are 

you glad to give the first fruits of your blessings back to God?  

** Do you look for opportunities to help others? Does it make you feel good when you know that you have 

eased someone else’s burden? Or do you look around and see no needs, except maybe your own? § What 

about evangelizing the lost? Is that a job for someone else? Or do you, through your appreciation of what 

God has done for you, share the message of hope with a lost and wandering soul? 

**Overall, is your experience in serving God a joy or a burden? Do you look forward to opportunities to be 

with other Christians in social settings? Do you sing praises to God with an overflowing heart of apprecia-

tion? Is being a Christian an easy yoke or one that is so heavy that you almost fall beneath the load? 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4). - by Roger Hillis 

 

Bees are very important in the balance of our eco-system. They work as pollinators and produce luscious honey.  

They eat flower pollen and sweet nectar of flowers and go home to a bee hive which usually hosts around 6,000 

occupants. They all have a job: the queen, who is in charge; worker bees, drones and even teen-age bees, nurse 

bees and scout bees. The  job is to make honey and bees  are successful because they work together doing what needs to be 

done. Their sole, all consuming goal is the success of the hive. The lesson is they never give up and they make excellent use of 

their time and energy. They are not diverted and always have their purpose always in sight.  They only live for 6 weeks but 

their hours are packed with productivity and  usefulness. They protect themselves with a sting that makes dogs whelp and hu-

mans gasp and bears sorry they robbed the hive of honey. In fact, the bee senses danger and flees from it for he knows harm 

awaits. But  first the bee warns others with a little dance; always looking out for his brothers. Bees clean house incessantly and 

get rid of debris that hampers their existence. Read Judges 14 for the riddle that Samson purposed which is about our friends, 

the “busy Bees” 

A bee hive is the most simple of  establishments with combined purpose and a highly developed sense of order.  At the same 

time, it is an intricate and mystifying system to man.  It is quite simply a group of highly motivated individuals who stop at 

nothing to serve their master. 


