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What Are People Looking For In A Church?  

At this very moment hundreds of thousands of our fellow-Americans are looking for a church (or, as some express it, “a 

church home”). They are looking (1) because they have recently moved to a new area, (2) because they had drifted 

and are now ready for a renewal of religious interest in their lives, or (3) because they have become unhappy with “their 

old church.” What are they looking for? What do they hope to find? What do they feel they need?  

 

THE ANSWERS  

1. Some are looking for a church that is like the former church they were affiliated with, most for no other reason than 

tradition or custom. They don’t want any change from the religion they have become accustomed to.  

2. Some are looking for a church (building) that is convenient to where they live, one that is within easy driving dis-

tance. They don’t want to have to drive very far to get to “the services.”  

3. Some are looking for a church made up of friendly people who will make them feel welcome and wanted. They don’t 

want one whose members seem cold and formal.  

4. Some are looking for a church that will give them a sense of belonging and of importance. They don’t want a church 

whose members just never seem to accept them, who do not give them a sense of self esteem. 

 5. Some are looking for a big church because they prefer to just blend in with the crowd. They don’t want a church that 

is so small that they can be missed at services and that they have to take some active role. 

 6. Some are looking for a small church because they want to be able to know all the members and because “smaller 

churches are usually friendlier and more like a family.” They don’t want a church that is so big that “you can’t tell the 

members from the visitors.”  

7. Some are looking for a church that is engaged in doing a lot of “good works.” They don’t want a church that isn’t into 

solving “world problems” and committed to “social reform” and “community improvement.” 

 8. Some are looking for a church that sponsors a lot of youth activities and family affairs. They aren’t interested in a 

church that doesn’t have parties, picnics, dinners, suppers, games, teams, clubs, scout troops, exercise and health pro-

grams, classes for hobbies and crafts, etc.  

(Cont. on Page 4) 



 

 

 

 

Announcements:  Don Allison 

Song Leader:  Gary Reynolds 

Opening Prayer:  Bill Smith 

Scripture:  Bill Winemiller 

                          Luke 23: 27-34 

Lord’s Table:   

 West Side:  Rick Cox 

             Lowell Huffman 

 East Side:   Todd Stults 

             Richard Messer 

Sermon:  Mike Gors 

     “Father Forgive Them” 

Closing Prayer:  Jim Clark 

Sound Room:  Jacob Clark 

 

Bible Study, August  3, 

Song Leader:  Lowell Huffman 

Devo:  Jimmy Clark 

Prayer:  Richard Messer 

 

Services 
 

Sunday Morning 
Class, 9:30a 

Worship: 10:30a 

(Also 
livestreamed) 

No Sunday             

Evening Service 

Wednesday Bible 

Study, 7p                                   

 

Elders 

Michael Gors 

Gary Reynolds 

Todd Stults 

 

Preacher 

Michael Gors 

 
Deacons 

 

Don Allison 
Fellowship 

 
Jim Clark 
Visitation 

 
Lowell Huffman 
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—2p, Card Sign ing 
at West Side 

—5th Sunday sing-

ing at Colunbus 
Ave, 5p.  See flyer 

Looking 
Ahead 

—Sept. 17,  20th Annual Ladies 

Day at Goshen Church of Christ. 

Please RSVP by Sept. 6th. See 

flyer 

—October 15, 2nd annual Church 

of Christ picnic at Camp Indogan.  

See  flyer 

—October 15, Ladies inspiration-

al Day at East Allen County 

Church of Christ in New Haven 

IN. Flyer posted 

 

 

 
We are honored by your presence to-

day. We  welcome you and hope you 

have been enriched by what you have 

heard and seen here. If you wish to 

wear a mask, please do so. You will find 

masks at the front door and visitor 

cards can be found on each aisle. If 

you have questions or concerns,  the 

West Side Elders will be glad to meet 

with you.         

Copies of  August “Leaders in 

Worship” are on the table 

“The words of the Lord are pure 

words, like silver refined in an earth-

en furnace, purified seven times.” 

Psalm 12: 6 



Remember Our Shut-ins                           

Norma Haffner 
Kay Wall 

Damon Summers 

 

 

 

August 2—Olivia Jaromin, 2009 

August 3—Heather Chambers 

August 18—Teresa Cox 

August 20—Joan Odle 

August 23—Lela Proctor 

August 29—Bethany Allison Williams 

August 30—Jane Clark 

 

Remember in Prayer 
April Stinson 

Damon Summers 

Estes Gregory and family 

Gordon Huffman and Delores 

Recovering from Covid:  

 Jessica Gors 

Seth Gors 

Julia Clark  

Jimmy Clark 

 

 

 

 

 

Master, the Tempest is Raging   

The words to this hymn was written by Mary Ann Baker 

in 1874 and is based on Scripture, Mark 4: 36-41. The 

events in her life mirrored the turbulence of the words lat-

er set to music. Miss Baker, her sister and brother were 

orphaned and left on their own in Chicago after the deaths 

of their parents from tuberculous.  When their brother was 

stricken as well, the two sisters scraped together enough to 

send him to Florida to recuperate. He died within a few 

weeks but the sisters were so destitute, they could not  

bring his body home for burial.  Miss Baker was overcome 

with shame, anger, guilt and sorrow. She was eventually 

calmed by a more perfect trust and wrote the words re-

flecting her  belief in the power of the Christ and His 

words of deliverance.  

Using Miss Baker’s powerful lyrics, Speaker, Howard W. 

Hunter stated, “All of us have seen some sudden storms in 

our lives. A few of them, though temporary like these on 

the Sea of Galilee, can be violent and frightening and po-

tentially destructive. As individuals, as families, as com-

munities, as nations, even as a church, we have had sud-

den squalls arise which have made us ask one way or an-

other, ‘Master, carest thou not that we perish?’ And one 

way or another we always hear in the stillness after the 

storm, ‘Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no 

faith?’ 

“The third verse acknowledges the peace that follows the 

biblical storm, or the metaphorical storms in our lives, 

with the opening lines “Master, the terror is over, the ele-

ments sweetly rest.” Following each verse is the funda-

mental message of the hymn’s chorus, which is ‘Peace, be 

still.’”  

“When elephants fight, it’s                            

only the grass that suffers.” 

African Proverb 
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Why Do Men Leave The Lord? 

 “From that time many of his disciples went back, and 

walked no more with him.” (Jn.6:66). Why would a dis-

ciple abandon his Master? Some leave because they ob-

ject to something he has said. Though God’s command-

ments are not grievous, they sometimes go against our 

grain, thus testing our willingness to obey (Heb.5:8,9). 

Others leave because of social pressure, the fear of what 

their friends will think of them. “The Fear of man bring-

eth a snare” (Prov.29:25), and the strongest of men of-

ten fall into it. Aaron made the golden calf, Peter denied 

the Lord, and Barnabas joined in with hypocritical 

brethren, all because of the fear of man. A self-

sufficient attitude moves some to forsake the Lord. Like 

the rich fool, they have all they need -- or at least they 

think they do. Someone said, “The only thing on earth 

money won’t buy is happiness; the only place money 

can’t get you is heaven.” It is difficult for wealthy men 

to recognize their poverty-stricken condition before God 

(Mt.5:3). The love of sin pulls some away from Jesus. 

Unlike Moses who chose to suffer affliction with the 

people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 

season, they live merely to enjoy the sensual pleasures 

of this life. “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain 

the whole world, and lose his own soul?” (Mt.l6:26a).  

 by Rick Dugginy  

You are writing a gospel,  

A chapter each day 

By deeds that you do 

By words that you say. 

Men read what you write 

Whether faithless or true; 

Say, what is the gospel 

According to you? 

 

Cont. from page 1) 

 

WHAT’S MISSING IN THESE ANSWERS?  

Now, if you will, look back over that list. There is in it not a word 

about God, or Christ, or the Bible, or the gospel of Christ, or sal-

vation from sin, or soul, or heaven, or eternal life. People need to 

open their Bibles, and read the New Testament, and find out why 

Jesus built His church (Matt. 16:18), and find out what a congre-

gation of God’s people is supposed to be, and to teach, and to 

do. Churches existed in the New Testament for the purpose of 

ministering to the spiritual needs of men, for the purpose of glori-

fying God, for the purpose of teaching God’s word, for the pur-

pose of saving the lost and edifying the saved (Eph. 3:20-21; 4:11

-12; I Tim. 3:15). When a group of Christians constitutes a 

church, they do not have to wonder what God wants them to do. 

The lives they are to live individually, the organizational arrange-

ment they are to have, the doctrine they are to teach, the collec-

tive worship they are to engage in, the collective work they are to 

do are all clearly defined in the New Testament.  

 

SOME SUGGESTIONS  

Permit me to offer some suggestions: 1. Look for a church that 

respects the sovereignty of God and the authority of Jesus, the 

Son of God. 2. Look for a church that respects the Bible as the 

inspired word of God and the gospel of Christ as the power of 

God unto salvation. 3. Look for a church that strives to be like the 

churches you can read about in the New Testament - in designa-

tion, in worship, in organization, in teaching, in work. 4. Look for a 

church that is concerned about lost souls and eternal destinies. 5. 

Look for a church that ministers to the spiritual needs of men, that 

is more concerned about giving men what they need than about 

giving men what they want.  

 by Bill Crews 


