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TEST TOOE 55585 RRSwLEEEE
Answer the questions below with the scripture where it can be found. The answers will appear in the
following bulletin.

6. Where does it tell about a shore dinner for eight persons? T =
= EO
7. Who killed his brother for humbling his sister? i';- = )ﬁ# .

8. What woman tried to seduce a handsome young slave?

9. Who had three hundred concubines?

10. Who had camel’s-hair clothes?
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“Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word,

in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” I Timothy 4:12.
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UNITY IS A MUST IF WE WANT TO GO TO HEAVEN

By Denver E. Cooper, West Virginia School of Preaching Director

“Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity” declared in Psalm 133. All of my life I have listened to and preached
unity is an absolute necessity for pleasing God. Jesus prayed on one occasion,
“Neither pray I for these alone, but for all those who believe on me through their
word: that they all may be one; as thou Father, are in me, and I in thee: that they
may also be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me” (John
17:20-21). Brethren, this was prayed not just for the sectarian world, but for all
of us who make up the ONE body of Christ. Are the citizens of your community
more likely to believe in Christ because of the religious division which exists?

Not only did Christ pray for unity, but it is commanded through the apostle
Paul. Please give heed to what he says: “Now I beseech you brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be
NO DIVISIONS among you, but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same
mind and the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:20, emp. added). This was spoken spe-
cifically to the church at Corinth. What makes brethren think they are different
from the brethren at Corinth? I call to mind four congregations which now are
all but destroyed because of the spirit of Diotrephes on the part of some. Notice
what Paul said to Corinth. “It hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren,
by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are CONTENTIONS among
you. Now this I say, that every one of you saith, [ am of Paul: and I am of Apol-
los: and I of Cephas: and I of Christ” (emp. added). What was their problem?
The had “preacheritis.” Now it doesn’t have to be a preacher whom we are fol-
lowing. It may be any member or members who just cannot seem to get along
with each other. What a shame. My friend, the problem in Corinth was division.
Let me assure you that though you may say, “Our problem is such a little thing,”
any division is wrong and it is just in your community as it was at Corinth. The
apostle Paul condemned it in no uncertain terms.

I hear on the television that atheism, modernism and all other kinds of isms are
being used by the Devil to attack the blessed church of our Lord. How can a
congregation present itself as the ONE body (1 Cor. 12:12) to its community
and be fighting with its brethren at the same time. No wonder the Devil has such
a powerful club.

My friends, the apostle Paul further commands, “Let nothing be done through
strife or vain glory, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem the other better
than themselves” (Philip. 2:3). There will be no hatred or suspicion of hatred,
backbiting or evil speaking of one’s brother if all will follow the Lord’s request
for unity and Paul’s command for it.

In Ephesians 6:1-6 we have God’s perfect plan for unity. It is declared by Paul
that there is ONE BODY (just one, not hundreds or thousands). This body was
purchased by the blood of Christ. He became the head of the church. His Spirit
dwells in the Church, the ONE BODY. The matter is settled and no one but a
blatant infidel would dare to deny it. I have heard it said, “I would just as soon
have been the one who pierced the side of the Lord with a sword as to be the
one who is a party to division in the ONE BODY.” To this I say AMEN! May
God help us to be ready for Christ’s judgment.
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