
 

 

 

 

Conversations with students and young preachers frequent-

ly reveal discouragement with what they find in many 

churches. "These people couldn't care less-they are not on 

fire for the Lord's work." My first thought is "How long have 

you cared-when did you catch fire?" The newly enthused 

likely fall into three groups: (1) new converts (perhaps starry

-eyed, but we need their freshness as much as they need 

our experience); (2) new preachers, elders, deacons, teach-

ers, etc., where new responsibility has awakened eyes to 

see brethren in a different light; and, (3) brethren shaken out 

of complacency by the influence of the faithful few who plug 

on regardless of what others do. The new converts may 

"burn out" or line up with the majority, as many of them do; 

the new teacher may quit in frustration, and the young 

preacher "move on" looking for Utopia. But none will have 

served his Lord with honor. The cause of Christ depends on 

those who stay on fire, lighting others; whose flame is not 

the flaring rocket of a celebration, but the glow and warmth 

of the home hearth, feeding the family, welcoming 

strangers. They make the converts and shake the compla-

cent-and with their help continue the work while others quit 

in disgust. One can be realistic without being a pessimist;  

can work with the status quo without accepting it as final. 

We must recognize our problems in order to work on them. 

Saying the church consists of imperfect people is another 

way of saying we have a job to do on ourselves, and others. 

The teacher  must not quit because the pupils lack interest. 

It is his job to create interest in the subject matter. The zeal-

ous young preacher, with maturity enough to control himself 

and put his talents to work, is just what that dead church 

needs. By example,  we can teach those new converts that 

all of us are striving for perfection. There are yet "seven 

thousand men who have not  bowed the knee to 

Baal" (Rom. 11: 4); and the Lord is counting on us to find 

them and join hands with them, to salt and light the world in 

which we live.  

by Robert F. Turner  

  There’s No Use Talking To Him  
It Won’t Do Any Good." Some said that he was 

"stubborn," "hard-headed," and "mean-spirited." 

Lots of folks told of run-ins with him and almost 

everyone knew of his reputation. "It won't do any 

good to talk to him." Others added, "He'll just get 

mad, and you DON'T want to make him mad!" That's 

what people thought about him. Are we talking 

about someone you know?  Maybe a person who 

has shown absolutely zero interest in spiritual 

things?  No!  Actually we have in mind the apostle 

Paul. Prior to his conversion (when he was still 

known as Saul of Tarsus) he had a truly bad reputa-

tion. At that time he was actively persecuting the 

church. He was personally responsible for putting 

many Christians in prison, and when some were put 

to death, he said, "I gave my voice against 

them" (Acts 26:10). Are you surprised that Ananias 

reacted negatively when the Lord told him to go see 

Saul? "I have heard by many of this man, how much 

evil he hath done!" (Acts 9:13).  His argument was 

basically: ‘It won’t do any good.’ "But the Lord said 

unto him, Go thy way; for he is a chosen vessel unto 

me" (vs. 15). Even to this day we hear people ex-

cuse themselves from their duty by saying, "he's too 

stubborn," or "it won't do any good."  We have two 

responses to such statements: 1) How do you know 

this person is so "stubborn"?  How can you be sure 

"it won't do any good?" Have you ever tried to talk to 

the individual? Be careful about making unfair and 

harsh judgments (Mt.7:1,2). 2) Even if your impres-

sions are accurate, it still does not excuse you from 

fulfilling your Godgiven duty. No one ever had a bet-

ter excuse than Ananias, but the Lord said "go thy 

way. . . "   We need to do the same! No one can pre-

dict how much good can result when we do what 

needs to be done. Look at Paul's life! Let's get busy!                          

                                   Greg  Gwin  

“Those who walk with Him from day to day 

Can never have a solitary way.” Anon. 
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It can not be denied that we live in a prosperous time. We are one of the most prosperous coun-

tries in the world. This prosperity has allowed us to have lives of unprecedented comfort and 

luxury. We enjoy things that many in the world can not even dream of. We have truly been 

blessed beyond our comprehension. Our physical prosperity, however, has left many with a 

spiritual deficit. The focus of many has shifted away from God and serving Him to physical in-

terests and pursuing them. This, sadly, can be said not only of those in the world, but of many 

Christians as well. For many of us, time that could have been spent studying God's Word is in-

stead spent studying our next home renovation. Efforts that could have been directed toward 

teaching the lost are directed toward perfecting our game on the golf course. Afternoons that 

could have been dedicated to visiting the sick are now dedicated to visiting our favorite stores 

in the mall. Time that could be spent considering where we'll go in eternity is spent considering 

where we'll go on our next vacation. It appears our prosperity has caused our focus to shift. 

Although physically prosperous, we are on the verge of spiritual bankruptcy. We know all 

about the latest automobiles that being debuted, yet we know surprisingly little about our Bi-

bles. We travel great distances to attend a big sporting event, yet attendance at gospel meetings 

and regular assemblies is sparse. We are excited about coaching our child's ball team, yet our 

children's Bible classes have no teachers.  Why are we in this condition? Often our excuse is 

"I'm just too busy. There's just too much going on right now. There isn't enough time." Yes, we 

are too busy; too busy with physical things and not busy enough with spiritual things. In Jere-

miah 22:21, God says to Jehoiakim, "I spoke to you in your prosperity, but you said, 'I will not 

hear'." Are we guilty of the same thing in our lives? God has told us to put Him first (Matthew 

6:33). Has our prosperity kept us from doing this? Have we told God "I will not hear" by the 

way that we live our lives?  We must continually remind ourselves that the pleasures our pros-

perity affords are temporal in nature and will soon be gone. II Peter 3:10-12 tells us, "But the 

day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with 

a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that 

are therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what man-

ner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting 

unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and 

the elements shall melt with fervent heat?" How will you live your life? Will you pursue the 

pleasures that our prosperity offers at the expense of serving God? Or, will you serve God 

faithfully and enjoy the pleasures that heaven offers for an eternity? God has told us to never 

allow the pleasures of this world to crowd Him out of our lives. He has told us to love Him and 

put him before anything that this world can offer (Matthew 16:26). He has spoken to us in our 

prosperity. Will you listen?  

by Jacob Gwin  

 

“I Spoke to You in 

Your Prosperity 

But You Said, “I 

Will Not Hear…” 



Leaders in Worship 

May 5, 2019 

  Morning Worship 

Announcements:  Gary Reynolds 

Song Leader:  Jerry Hoyt 

Opening Prayer:  Danny Odle 

Scripture: Bill Smith 

Sermon: Mike Gors   

Closing Prayer:  Jay Kellow 

Sound Room:   Lowell Huffman 

Communion 

West Side  Outside:   Bill Winemiller 

                   Inside:  Cliff Nicks 

East Side    Inside:   Richard Messer 

                   Outside:   Nick Johnson 

 

Evening Worship 
Announcements:  Gary Reynolds 

Song Leader:  Jerry Hoyt 

Opening Prayer:  Bill Smith 

Scripture: Joe Reed,    

Sermon:  Mike Gors 

Communion Table:  Cliff Nicks 

Closing Prayer:  Rick Cox 

Sound Room:  Lowell Huffman 

 

 

Alex Odle, Cancer 

Anna Funk, Lung Cancer.  Chemo ongoing 

Angie Reed, MS 

Jennifer Odle , Cancer. Treatments continue 

Jessica Gors, Breast cancer. 

Joyce Popplewell, Residing in Bethel Pointe for 

rehab. Issue of wrist is impeding her recovery 

Margaret and Howard,  In GA for now.  

Marian Hoyt, Stomach cancer. Jerry’s Uncle 

Mary Smith, Recovering from spinal fusion  

Robbie Murphy, Fall resulting in broken leg 

Shirley Durnal,  Recuperating from stroke. 

Susie Long, Debilitating arthritis in back 

Wil Porter, Ziggy’s great-grandfather, cancer 

 

Our hearts rejoiced with Riley and Gavin Burch as they 
obeyed the gospel on April 21st at West Side. They are the 
sons of proud parents, Matt  and Christy Burch and grand-
sons of Debbie Perry. 

Riley is in the 8th grade at Alexandria Middle School and 
Gavin attends the middle school as a 6th grader. Riley en-
joys video games, listening to music and making music as a 
percussionist and pianist. He hopes to become a neurosur-
geon. Gavin  is looking forward to a career as a herpetolo-
gist (study of reptiles) and also enjoys video games and ar-
chery.  We  hope for many years of working alongside Ri-
ley and Gavin in the work of the Lord’s Church.  May God 
bless their lives in Christ. 

 

Psalm 71:5 

“For Thou art my hope; O Lord God, Thou art my confi-
dence  from my youth. By Thee I have been sustained from 

my birth…” 

 

Group Two Duties for Today: 
Building Lock-up:  

Greeters: Front Door -  
                Carport-- 
       Annex--  
Take Out Trash:   
Communion Clean-up:  Sue   
Communion Prep for  May: Sue 

 

Kathy Harper-Morrison Woods 

Joyce Popplewell--Bethel Pointe 

Raelena Shumaker -Albany Health 
Care 

Attendance for Wk. of  

April 28,  2019    

Morning Classes:   48     

Morning Worship:  81   

Evening Worship:    54 
Wed. Bible Study:  36       

What is Happening Today? 

2:00Pp,  Devotions at Bethel Pointe 

Looking Ahead... 

--May 7, Ladies Breakfast, 10:30a 

--May 7, Northside Middle School Concert Choir with Rachel Cham-
bers participating, 7p 

--May 9, Performance of Yorktown Middle School Band with Julia 
Clark Participating, 6p 

--May 11, Birthday Open House for Norma Perry, 2-4p. See flyer 

--May 11, 26th  Annual Lectureship at Church of Christ at Lincoln-
way in Columbia City.  See flyer 

--May 16, IVY Tech Graduation for Heather Chambers and Jade My-
ers, Emens Auditorium,  7p 

--May 17 & 18th, Men’s retreat sponsored by  Church of Christ on 
1130 Fishinger Rd in Columbus, OH.  See flyer 

--June 7-through 9, Brad Harrub Seminar, Coldwater Church of 
Christ in  Coldwater, MI.  See flyer on board # 1 

--June 15, Ladies Day at West Side 

--June 23, Senior Banquet after morning worship 

--June 26, Update by Ronnie Gootam  on Bibles for India, 7p 

 

May 1, 2013--Zyland Gors   

May 1--Wanda Reed 

May 3--Maliyah Allison 

May 8--Emma Gors 

May 12--Justin Hummel 

May12--Howard Goodman 

May 12--Norma Perry 

May 13--Dorothy Potter 

May 13--Kelli Harper 

May 15--Betty Curry 

May 16--Jacob Clark 

May 17--Jessica Gors 

May 18--Kista Reynolds 

May 19--Larry Reynolds 

May 19--Nick Qualkenbush 

May 19--Howard Latta 

May 21--Jennifer Odle 

May 21--Norma Haffner 

Bible Study, May 8 

Song Leader: Jacob Clark 

Prayer:  Jimmy Clark 

 Men’s Class:  Richard Messer 

Ladies Class:   

Weekly Contribution Goal: 

$2440 

Contribution for April 28 

$1656 

 


