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We are honored that you have chosen to spend the morning with us in worship of our Lord. We hope you find us
friendly and sincere in our wish to follow scripture and to profess the gospel of Christ. In order that we provide a
safe place to assemble, we ask that you wear a mask and seat yourself a safe distance from those outside your
family. Communion packets, contribution baskets and masks are placed at both the double doors . Thank you for
protecting yourself and others while we are together. We invite you back again and look forward to getting to
know you.

Being A Difference-Maker
Most of us are pretty good at making excuses and rationalizing as to why we are not more vocal in sharing
the truth of the Gospel of Jesus with others.
“I don’t know enough!” “I wasn’t trained for this!” “That is someone else’s job!”

The list goes on but you get the idea. The prophet Amos had just that type of opportunity as well. In Amos
7:10-17, the Holy Record tells us about a time false teachers were seeking to silence the truth of God’s
message. Amaziah was a priest in Bethel and stood against Amos and his mission. He demanded that
Amos “go home” and cease preaching his message in Israel. The threat was that the king himself would
get involved! Amos did not back down. Amos did not make excuses. He admitted that he wasn’t a prophet—that he had not trained for or even expected to be put in this position. He was merely a shepherd who
also raised sycamore figs. He had plenty of excuses at his disposal.
But Amos trusted God.

This shepherd became a difference-making prophet of God because he stood with the Lord in spite of the
threats and demands. Like Amos, you and I can be difference-makers! Let us stand for and share the truth
of the Gospel! It does not matter where we are from, listening to and following the Lord is the duty of us
all.
Bart Warren
South Green Street church of Christ
Glasgow, KY
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The Cost of Anger
Not only does the Bible contain many infallible proofs that testify to its divine inspiration,
but it also offers many practical commands that are of benefit to the general health and well
being of every human being. One of those practical commands is found in James 1:19-20:
“So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to
wrath; for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.”
Beginning with the vicious murderer, Cain, throughout the Bible we see the negative effects
of human anger. The book of Proverbs is filled to overflowing with precautionary remarks
about controlling anger, and avoiding habitually angry men. Interestingly, the modern medical profession has thrown its two cents into the anger discussions. In their thoughtprovoking book titled None of These Diseases, medical doctors S.I. McMillen and David
E. Stern brought to light the fact—well known in the medical community—that habitual
anger not only is destructive, but also has the potential to kill. On page 205 of the book,
they quoted doctors Redford Williams and Virginia Williams: “Getting [habitually] angry
is like taking a small dose of some slow-acting poison-arsenic, for example, every day of
your life.” Later in the chapter titled “Danger—Anger,” McMillen and Stern cited a study
carried out in 1981 on the hostility level of 255 medical students. Of those who tested
in the high-hostility level, 13 percent died by middle age. Of those in the low-hostility
level, only 2 percent died.
Of course, anger in and of itself, in certain proportions, is not necessarily destructive. Even
Jesus, on occasion, was angry (Mark 3:5). However, the unchecked attitude of “venting
one’s feelings of anger” does not produce the righteousness of God. Instead, it leads only to
destructive, sinful behavior that negatively affects the body and soul. Truly, the Proverbs
writer expressed it eloquently when he wrote: “He who is slow to anger is better than the
mighty, and he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city” (16:32).
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Forget It! (In part)
If you know of a thing that will darken the joy
Of a man or a woman, a girl or a boy,
That will wipe out a smile or the least way annoy
A fellow or cause any gladness to cloy
It’s a pretty good plan to forget it.
Unknown
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—What was Boaz before he got married?

May 3--Maliyah Allison

May 13--Dorothy Potter
May 13--Kelli Harper
May 15--Betty Curry

—Who was the smartest man in the Bible?

Abraham. He knew a lot

May 12--Norma Perry

—What time of day was Adam created?

Just a little before Eve
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Ruthless
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—In the Old Testament, who was a great
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Pharaoh’s daughter. She went to the
bank of the river and drew out a little
prophet.
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“…And remember, brethren, we are drifting.” With that ominous catchphrase, J.D. Tant closed the many articles he wrote in
the early twentieth century for the Firm Foundation and for the Gospel Advocate. He also often used this warning to close sermons in gospel meetings.
Tant was applying to his day the warning of Hebrews 2:1, “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things that
were heard, lest haply we drift away from them” (ASV)
A study of Church History highlights the continual cycle of apostasy and restoration. Religion is always on the move – either

aligned with the revealed will of God or adrift in the currents of human opinion.
In his day, Tant saw many budding trends among churches of Christ that later would go to seed in the Progressive movement.
As congregations focused more on social acceptance than on biblical fidelity, Tant saw the church leaving the secure mooring
of God’s truth; he saw them drifting away from the distinctiveness of simple New Testament Christianity. Seeing this danger,
he sounded an alarm.
In our day, Phil Sanders has sounded the same warning in his book Adrift and in its companion volume, A Faith Built on Sand.
These books will help church leaders and concerned Christians make sense of the kaleidoscopic transformations embroiling
churches of Christ.

Sanders’ analysis is important because the world in which we live is quite different from the world of the early twentieth century.
Our society has lost confidence in the truth and seeks to find meaning through life’s experiences.
This shift away from objective truth into subjective experience explains the rampant materialism and blatant sexuality overwhelming our culture. People are seeking for meaning in momentary pleasure rather than in eternal truth. This shift in Western
culture has affected every religious group, as well.
In this setting, churches of Christ have faced questions concerning the boundaries of the acceptable work, worship, and fellowship of the church. We face doctrinal challenges concerning male spiritual leadership and the inspiration and authority of the
Scriptures. Most tellingly, Progressives even question the Lord’s way of salvation revealed in Scripture. Rather than fighting

each battle on its own, the central question posed by Tant and Sanders settles them all. Are we going to remain faithful to the
revealed word of God, or are we going to launch out on a course of our own choosing? Every conflict facing the Lord’s church
begins at this point. We can either remain moored to the faith once for all delivered to the saints, or we will be adrift in a sea of
uncertainty.
Gregory Alan Tidwell

