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Points from the Pulpit
“The Gospel on the Move”
Acts 8
1. Saul, Persecutor of the gospel, 1-4
2. Phillip, Preacher of the gospel, 5-8
3. Simon The Sorcerer, demonstrating the
power of the gospel, 9-13

The little boy had misbehaved so he was sent to
his room. A short time later, he came out and said
to his mother, “I’ve been thinking about what I did,
and I said a prayer.” His mother, pleased with his
attitude, praised his behavior, “That is wonderful. If
you ask God to help you to be good, I know He will
help you.”
“Oh, but I didn’t ask Him to help me be good. I ask
Him to help you put up with me!”

This story is told of a preacher driving along the road and overtaking a farmer who was a member of the church where he was
preaching. The farmer’s dog was lagging along behind at his
heels. The preacher offered the farmer a ride and said the dog
could come along, too. The farmer climbed into the front seat
and shoved the dog in the back seat. When the preacher looked
back at the dog, he was panting heavily, even too tired to wag
his tail. “You must have been walking a long time from the
looks of your poor dog.” Said the preacher.
The farmer laughed, “It isn’t the trip that wore him out. He
was busy scampering back and forth across the road, sticking
his nose into every gate and wrestling with every stone wall.
He had to chase every cat and scare all the old hens he saw. If
a dog barked at him, he barked back ten times in return. No
wonder he’s all in.”
The old farmed pushed his hat back on his head. He was silent
for a moment, then said, “You know, preacher, people are like
that, too. If they get worn out on their journey through life, it
is usually not the distance they have covered that makes them
tired. If is the extra work they make for themselves minding
everybody’s business but their own.”

Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching;
persevere in these things; for as you do this, you will
ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who
hear you. 1 Timothy 4:16

Prayers like this little boy’s prayer are not uncommon. We don’t like to admit that we may be to
blame for the problem, so we petition the Lord to
change other people or our circumstances. In doing
so, we focus on secondary problems and avoid the
heart of the matter—our own heart. Praying about
our circumstances is effective only when we come
clean with the Lord about our own sin. In David’s
prayer in Psalm 51, he first asked for mercy (verse
1). Then he acknowledged his sin (verse 3), asked
for a clean heart (verse 10) and then asked for a
restoration of the joy of his salvation (verse 12).
When David confessed the shameful deeds of
adultery and murder (2 Samuel 11), he made no
excuses.
God wants nothing less than our total honesty
when we talk with Him. We may have to struggle
with ourselves—that kind of praying is not always
comfortable—but it is profitable.
Dennis De Haan
Charlottesville, VA
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The need for friends is something that we humans have yet to outgrow—and we never
will for God created us as beings who need the companionship of others (Genesis 2:18).
But there is a danger associated with this built-in characteristic. Living in a world cursed
by sin, it is possible to fulfill this need for friendship by choosing associates who keep us
from being all that God wants us to be (1 Cor. 15:33). Thankfully, our Father has given
us some guidelines that, if followed, will help us surround ourselves with only those
faithful souls who will help us get to heaven. Consider these pearls from Proverbs:
Proverbs 20:19 “He who goes about as a talebearer reveals secrets; therefore, do not
associate with one who flatters with his lips.”
Proverbs 22:24-25 “Make no friendship with an angry man and with furious man do
not go, lest you learn his ways and set a snare for your soul.”
Proverbs 23:20-21 “Do not mix with winebibbers or with gluttonous eaters of meat;
for the drunkard and the glutton will come to poverty and drowsiness will clothe a
man with rags.”
Proverbs 24:21-22 “My son, fear the Lord and the king; do not associate with those
given to change; for their calamity will rise suddenly and who knows the ruin
these two can bring:”
Proverbs 25:19 “Confidence in an unfaithful man in times of trouble is like a bad
tooth and a foot out of joint.”
Friends are a wonderful blessing from God—a gift given to help us become better people
(Proverbs 27:17). Yet, they are only a blessing when we have chosen the right kind. “He
who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed” (Proverbs 13:20). Make it a point to surround yourself with companions who
are wise enough “to turn (you) away from the snares of death” (Proverbs 13:14). If you
do, it won’t be long before you will be on your knees saying, “Thank you God for my
friends.”
Mac Deaver
Clarendon, TX
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Weekly Contribution Goal: $2440

Contribution for

MORNING WORSHIP
Announcements: Gary Reynolds
Song Leader: Jerry Hoyt
1st Prayer: Don Allison
Scripture Reading: Danny Odle
Psalm 39:1-6
Sermon: Mike Gors
”Let Me Know How Frail I Am”
Closing Prayer: Rick Cox
Sound Room: Lowell Huffman

COMMUNION SERVERS
West Side--Outside:
Inside:
East Side-- Inside:
Outside:

Case Reynolds
Adam Gors
Cliff Nicks
Bill Smith

EVENING WORSHIP
Announcements: Gary Reynolds
Song Leader: Jerry Hoyt
Opening Prayer: Volker Jaromin
Scripture Reading: Joe Reed
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Sermon: Mike Gors
“Mercy for a Murderer”
Communion Table: Cliff Nicks
Closing Prayer: Jay Kellow
Sound Room: Lowell Huffman

--Charlene Huffman as she flies to Florida
tomorrow to visit her sister-in-law
--Mark Reynolds as he travels
in India this month
--The family of Tim and Ann Taylor as they grieve the
loss of Ann’s father, Bob Bybee, who was a resident
of South Bend, IN
Alec Hoyt, Jerry’s nephew who lives in Phoenix, AR. Involved
in an auto accident. Placed on a vent and in ICU.
Alex Odle, Diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
Angie Quire, Friend of Sally Anderson. Massive stoke.
Anna Funk

Greeters: Annex:

Norma P & Norma H

Carport:

Richard & Janet

Front:

Kendall & Jane

Lock-Up and Trash to Curb: Gors Family
Communion Clean-up:

Ann Witty

Communion Prep for April:
Emily

$2031

--April 28, Youth Financial Literacy at West Side, 2p. Flyer posted

The country preacher began his lesson with a stirring reminder: “EVERYBODY IN THIS CHURCH IS
GOING TO DIE!” He then became upset when he
noticed a man in the front row who was smiling
broadly. “And why are you so amused?” the
preacher questioned indignantly.

“Because this is not my church,” replied the man.
“I’m just visiting my sister for the weekend.”

Remember Our Shut-ins
Lana Blanchard--Albany Health Care

Angie Reed, MS, Daughter-in-law of Joe and Wanda

Marylou Witty--At home

Becky Hummel, Recovering from pneumonia

Joyce Popplewell--Heritage in

Carl Sodders, Critically injured by a bull. Family member of
Ann’s customer.

Yorktown

Chad Dunscombe, Son-in-law to Pat Ergle and husband to
Pamala, has been diagnosed with kidney disease.
Connie Reynolds, Completed radiation treatments
Jennifer Duke Odle, Cancer
Kathy Harper
Kendall Clark, Ear surgery

Melissa Gaw, Second surgery planned for May

Molly Hemmings, Thyroid Cancer
Raelena Shumaker, Broke tibia in a fall. In IUBMH
Shaun Ergle, Skin Cancer. Pat’s son and Kista’s brother
Susie Long, Debilitating arthritis in back.

--April 29-May 2, Spring Gospel Meeting at Eagle Valley
Church of Christ in Indianapolis, “Understanding Grace.” with
speaker, Emmett Clark
--April 29-May 2, Gospel Meeting at Columbus Ave. Church of
Christ in Anderson with speaker, Drew Kizer. Flyer is posted.
--May 5, 25th annual lectureship at Church of Christ at Columbia
City. Several speakers scheduled to speak on “Helping Others.”
See flyer on board # 1. Larry and Connie invite us all.
--May 18-19, Men’s Retreat at Ft. Hill Camp in OH. Flyer posted.
--June 17-24, Youth Camp at Ft. Hill Youth Camp in OH. Focused on L2L achievements. See flyer.
--June 24-30, All Ages Week (One ) at Camp Indogan. (ages 818)
--July 1-July 7, Senior week at Camp Indogan. Ages 15-18.
Wayne Poe and Chris Wehman are directors.
--July 15-18, Vacation Bible School at Church of Christ, 1130
Fishinger Road in Columbus, OH. Flyer posted.

Wed. Bible Study

What sin did

April 25th

Jesus Commit?

Song Leader: Jimmy Clark

Lee Huffman, Lowell’s brother. Diagnosed with a foot disease
which is causing much pain in walking
Lela Proctor, Completed radiation regimen. Doing well.

Group One Duties
for the Month of April

April 15, 2018

--April 24, Ladies Breakfast
--April 28, Spring Benefit Dinner at Camp Indogan with speaker,
Scott Reece.

Prayer: Adam Gors

Kendall Clark--April 1
Lola Harrell-April 2
Sui Holloman--April 6
Seth Gors--April 9, 2008
Jacob Harper--April 10
Becky Hummel--April 10
Pat Ergle--April 14
Kara Latta--April 15
Jessica Gors--April 17
Sue Davis--April 20
Teresa Allison--April 21
Bill Smith--April 24
Bret Allison--April 29

Read
1 Peter 2:20

