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We are honored that you have chosen to spend the morning with us in worship of our Lord. We hope you find us 

friendly and sincere in our wish to follow scripture and to profess the gospel of Christ. In order that we provide a 

safe place to assemble, we ask that you  wear a mask and seat yourself a safe distance from those outside your 

family.  Communion packets, contribution baskets and masks are placed at both the double doors . Thank you for 

protecting yourself and others while we are together.  We invite you back again and look forward to getting to 

know you. 

 

 

 

Church growth is not an accident—it’s deliberate. Churches that do not have plans or goals for growth usually do not 

grow. Having goals are nice but every member must do their part to achieve these goals.  Here are some suggestions 

for helping the church achieve its goals in attendance and conversions. 

 Identify People.  New Christians do not magically appear, they are made from existing people.  We can help the 

church grow by identifying people in our lives that need the gospel.  The best candidates are friends and fam-

ily members.  Other prospects could be co-workers and acquaintances that we see often.  Paul identified those 

on Mars Hill as ones needing the gospel (Acts 17:16-31. 

Pray for People.  Those we identify as needing the gospel deserve every effort we can give them. Prayer is a 

small but powerful effort that could be the difference between winning someone to Christ and missing that 

opportunity.  Certainly,  Cornelius is an example of a sinner by prayer (Acts 1): 1-8). 

Prepare for People.  Before we approach those we identify as having a need, we ought to prepare ourselves.  We 

should know what we are going to say and how we might answer some objections.  It all goes back to plan-

ning.  Jesus 24: 44-49) spent over three years preparing the apostles to change the world (Luke 24: 44-49). 

Approach People.  We often leave this undone.  Searching for the perfect time to approach someone with the 

gospel usually means it never gets done.  Once we have prepared, we must approach them and bring up God.  

Phillip was told by the Spirit to go to the eunuch and he ran to approach him in the chariot (Acts 8: 29-30). 

Invite People.  Invite people.  Once the subject of God is brought up, do not forget to invite them to study the 

Bible or come to worship with you.  Sometimes, we may feel like it’s overbearing to invite people to study.  

However, without an invitation to do something, approaching someone about God becomes little more than 

an opinion swapping session.  Here again, Philip serves as an example by asking him about his understand-

ing.  (Acts   8: 30). 

Invite Them Again.  If someone accepts our invitation, be joyous but do not be duped.  Just because they came 

once, does not mean they are planning to come again.  So, invite them again.  Of course, if they reject our in-

vitation that does not mean we stop inviting them.  Persistence often pays off in time.  On the day of Pente-

cost, many people heard Peter but only 3, 000 obeyed.  However, by the fourth chapter, the number was over 

5, 000 because many received another invitation (Acts 2:4; 4:4). 

 

Sam Dibeck, Leonard, Tx 
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Closing Prayer:  Rex Harper 

Sound Room:  Jimmy Clark 

Wednesday Bible Study, April  21st 

Song Leader: Lowell Huffman 

Devo:  Mike Gors 
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The Name Christian -- A New Name 

Is there anything in a name?  Of course, a mother does not name her new baby Fido or 
Rover or Scooter or Fluffy or Patches.  God promised his people a new name and that 

name is Christian. 

  1.  Foretold by the Prophets (Isa. 56:5; 62:2) 

          --A new name 

          --Which the mouth of the Lord shall name 

          --Everlasting name 

  -        --A name brought before Kings and Gentiles 

        2.  Commanded by the Apostles  

               --Only name an apostle ever commanded the Saints to wear 

              -- 1 Peter 4:6, “If any man suffer as a Christian…Let him glorify God on this                
       behalf 

              -- Acts 26:26, “Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian” 

         3.  Given by God 

              --Acts 11:26, “And the disciples were called Christians at Antioch” 

              --Given after Pentecost, after the Gentiles had been brought into the church 

              --Not a nickname or slur given by enemies in derision but called by God 

“The name of the Lord is a strong tower;                                                               
the righteous run to it and are safe.”  Proverbs 18:10 

Jim Martin 

“Living without 

God is like try-

ing to dribble a 

football.” 



 

Sue Davis--April 20 

Mallory Jaromin--April 20 

Teresa Allison--April 21 

Bill Smith--April 24 

Brett Allison--April 29 

 

 

Alex Odle, Cancer 

Angie Reed, MS 

Jim  & Kimi Nestle,  Thyroid cancer and heart issues 

Kathy Harper, Respiratory issues 

Nellie Dunscomb,  Health issues 

Nick Hummel, Cancer. Chemo ongoing 

Susan Cloninger,  Liver cancer. Much progress noted 

Mike Jackson, Son of Sylvia Carroll. Blood disorder 

Tom Davis, Lung cancer 

Wanda Reed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Higher Calling 

James is one of my favorite books of the Bible.  In 

the introduction, we learn a great lesson.  James 

tells us that he is a servant of God and of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  We have already learned something 

vastly significant. James lived to serve God and 

Christ.  There is not greater vocation than this. Note 

carefully, that James is a voluntary slave.  Just as 

Jesus called everyone to “take up your cross daily 

and follow me.” James willfully pursued pleasing the 

Lord, above all else. 

I wonder if, in presenting ourselves to others, we 

start by identifying our purpose in life is to serve God 

and Jesus.  Unfortunately, this information often 

comes much later in the conversation if all.  It is 

striking that James, who was a physical brother of 

the lord, does not introduce himself as brother but a 

slave of Jesus.  James is letting us all know that our 

spiritual relationship- to Christ is much more im-

portant than the physical one.  Much more im-

portant than being a younger brother of Jesus is be-

ing His follower and servant.  The way James 

showed his relationship with Jesus was through 

serving and following Him.  This true for you and me. 

A large part of James’ letter will address the trials 

and tribulations that Christians face. One key ingre-

dient for dealing with such challenges is our rela-

tionship with the Lord.  A relationship grounded in a 

living and active faith in Jesus our lord.  James came 

to know Jesus as Lord.  He knew that Jesus was 

God’s son and our redeemer.  He built his life on 

this understanding. 

Today, we can have a close relationship to Jesus.  It 

will be a wonderful life filled with more blessings 

than we can count.  There is no higher calling. 

Joseph D. Chase 

God Be in My Head 

God be in my head, 

And in my understanding; 

God be in my eyes 

And in my looking; 

God be in my mouth, 

And in my speaking; 

God be in my heart, 

And in my thinking; 

God be at my end                           

And my departing. 



The story is told of a missionary who once visited a very primitive tribe of people. These people had very little contact with the out-

side world, and they were totally unfamiliar with many things we take for granted. One of the things they had never before seen 

was a mirror. The only way they knew what they looked like was the very poor reflection one can sometimes see in the water. One 

day, the missionary hung a mirror on a tree. The tribe’s chief happened to walk past the mirror, so he stopped, stood there, and 

looked at it for quite some time. Then he walked directly to the missionary and asked him to explain. The missionary explained 

what a mirror was and that it was a reflection of what he looked like. The chief promptly walked back to the mirror, took it off the 

tree, and smashed it on the ground. The missionary asked him why he broke the mirror to which the chief replied, “Because what I 

saw was ugly.” 

When I heard that story, I couldn’t help but think that in spite of all our sophistication, we still behave quite primitively at times. 

God’s word functions as a mirror to our soul. We can look at it and learn exactly what we look like to God and others. Sometimes, 

the reflection is not very flattering. So, we’re left with a choice. Do we try to destroy the mirror? Do we refuse to look in the mirror 

again? Or do we do what we can to improve the way we look? I know what the tribal chief did, but what do you do? Give it some 

thought. 

“For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer; he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he observes him-

self, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues 

in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does” (James 1:23-25). 

Steve Higginbotham 

Karnes church of Christ 

Knoxville, TN 

Mirror, Mirror on the Wall 

It Hain’t No Use 

It hain’t no use to grumble and com-

plain; 

It’s just as cheap and easy to rejoice 

When God sorts out the weather 

and sends rain, 

Why, then, rain’s my choice. 

James Whitcomb Riley 

 

 

 

 

 

Hear my cry, oh God; Give heed to 
my prayer.  From the end of the 

earth I call to Thee when my heart 
is faint; Lead me to the rock that 

is higher than I... 

Psalm 61: 1-2 


