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We are honored by your presence 
today. We  welcome you and 
hope you have been enriched by 
what you have heard and seen 
here. If you wish to wear a mask, 
please do so. You will find 
masks, communion packets and 
contribution baskets at each 
double door and visitor cards can 
be found on each aisle. If you 
have questions or concerns,  the 
West Side Elders will be glad to 
meet with you.                                                                               

 

When April, one day,  was 

asked whether she could make 

reliable weather;  She laughed 

till she cried, And said, “Bless you I’ve tried,  

But the things will get mixed up together.”  

 

 

Have you ever had a song get stuck in your head and 

been unable to shake it out? This same experience 

happened to me recently with a word. A word I had 

never given much consideration now filled my 

thoughts. The word was DILIGENCE. Today, dili-

gence tends to have a negative connotation—

something unpleasant we are made to discipline our-

selves to endure. Yet in scripture, it is often an en-

couraging word used by writers such as Peter and 

Paul. 

The word, diligence indicates action and attitude 

toward a goal. Vine’s Expository Dictionary defines 

the verb form as to hasten to do a thing, to exert 

oneself, to endeavor. According to The Ardnt and 

Gingrich Lexicon, the word means, “to be especially 

conscientious in discharging an obligation, take 

pains, make every effort, be zealous.”  As a noun, 

Vine’s tells us “Demonstrating a zeal for what is 

undertaken.”  Not quite the drudgery often associat-

ed with this word. 

This word is found twenty -three times in the New 

Testament and the Hebrew equivalent is found 

twenty -four times in the Old Testament. In the 

NKJV, this word is translated in passages such as 

Romans 12:8 where among the spiritual gifts, Paul 

encourages those with the gift of leadership to “lead 

with diligence.” When he wrote to the Corinthians 

concerning repentance, he stated, “For observe this 

very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner; 

work diligent to present yourself to God, a worker 

who does not need to be ashamed, rightly diving the 

word of truth (2 Cor 7:11).  

(Cont. on page 2) 

 



 

 

 

 

Announcements:  Todd Stults 

Song Leader:  Gary Reynolds 

Opening Prayer:  Richard Messer 

Scripture:  Bill Winemiller 

********************** 

Lord’s   Table:  Don Allison 

Sermon:  Mike Gors:  

************** 

Closing Prayer:  Jim Clark 

Sound Room:  Lowell Huffman 

 

Bible Study, April 20th 

Song Leader: Don Allison 

Devo:  Gary Reynolds 

Prayer:  Case Reynolds 

 

Services 
 

Sunday Morning 
Class, 9:30a 

Worship: 10:30a 

(Also 
livestreamed) 

No Sunday             

Evening Service 

Wednesday Bible 

Study, 7p                                   

Preacher 

Michael Gors 

Elders 

Michael Gors 

Gary Reynolds 

Todd Stults 

Deacons 
 

Don Allison 
Fellowship 

 
Jim Clark 
Visitation 

 
Lowell Huffman 

Media 
 

 

“TheLored is my 
fortress and my de-
liverer, my God, my 
mountains where I 

seek refuge...  2 
Samuel 22:3 

April 17, 2022 

 

Values 

A happy life is not built up 

of tours or pleasant holi-

days but of little clumps of 

violets noticed by the road-

side, almost hidden away  

so that only those who can 

see them who have God’s 

peace and love in their 

hearts; in one long continu-

ous chain of little joys, little 

whispers and little gleams 

of sunshine in our daily 

work. 

Edward Wilson 

 

 

In 4:11, the Hebrew writer states, “Let us therefore be diligent to enter the rest, lest  

anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience.”  Finally, Peter uses this 

word twice in the first chapter of his 2nd epistle. In verse 5, “giving all diligence, add to 

your faith virtue…” and in the tenth verse, “be even more diligent to make your call 

and election sure, for if you do these things, you will never stumble.” Diligence is ob-

viously something we should all possess in our walk with Christ.  We should approach 

God, His word and our faith with eagerness and zeal so that we will enter into that rest. 

There are songs and words we will forget, but the word diligence needs to be trans-

ferred from our memories into action. We should have the attribute of diligence in our 

Christian life that we might be active with the proper attitude toward reaching our final 

and ultimate goal. 

Terry Smalling 

“Instead of listening to what 

is being said, many people 

are already listening to what 

they are going to say.” 



 

 

 

 

Sue Davis--April 20 

Teresa Allison--April 

21 

Bill Smith--April 24 

Brett Allison--April 29 

 

 

 

 

Acre Huffman, Grandson of Lowell’s youngest brother.   

Weighed two lbs. at birth 

April Stinson, Cancer has spread to new  areas, Genny’s 

friend  

Becky Hummel, Recuperating from recent stomach sur-

gery 

Gordon Huffman 

Ira Chambers, Hospitalized in Vermont 

Kendall Clark,  Fractured foot 

Randy Gernand, Matt’s Dad.  Suffered a TIA; ls doing           

better 

Susan Cloninger, Ongoing radiation treatments 

Tom Davis, Lung cancer, lung,  blood disorder 

 

 

When Jesus looked at Simon Peter, He saw a fiery 

impulsive person. He made promises that he could 

not keep, and began works that he could not fin-

ish. He thought he could walk on the water without 

any problems but: “But when he saw the wind 

boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, 

he cried, saying, Lord, save me” (Matthew 14:30). 

When they captured Jesus, Peter: “having a sword 

drew it, and smote the high priest’s servant, and 

cut off his right ear” (John 18:10). Peter, even 

went so far as to deny Jesus after boasting that he 

would die before he would deny Him (Matthew 

26:26-75). However, in spite of all these weak-

nesses, Jesus could see Peter as a diamond in the 

rough. After the resurrection, Jesus called upon 

Peter to love Him and to tend His sheep (John 

21:15-17). From this time forward, Peter lived and 

died for Jesus (John 21:18-19).  

As you live your life, remember, to have the atti-

tude of Peter. Just like Peter, we can live our lives 

and be faithful to Christ. We can have our sins for-

given and be added to the Kingdom of Christ. The 

reality is that Heaven is worth living a life for 

Christ; taking the time to live under the pressures 

around us with God’s Word in the center of our 

lives. —Jonathan Burns 

 
Our love and congratulations 

to new parents and new 

Grandmother, Andrew and 

Lily Ferguson and Natalie 

Corcoran. Little Liam Jame-

son Ferguson made his de-

but on April 11th weighing 8 

lbs., 11 oz and measuring 21 inches long. 

He is holding his own after a few difficulties 

at birth. Welcome to Liam Jameson from 

his West Side family and may his life be 

long and happy in the Lord. 

Remember Our Shut-ins                            

Norma Haffner 

Kay Wall 

Damon Summers 

Linda Horning—Cardinal Health 
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Gentle Jesus 

Gentle Jesus, meek and mild, 

 Look upon a little child, 

 Pity my simplicity, 

Suffer me to come to Thee. 

 

Lamb of God, I look to Thee; 

Thou shalt my example be. 

Thou art gentle, meek and mild; 

Thou was once a little child. 

 

Fain I would be as Thou art; 

Give me Thy obedient heart. 

Thou art pitiful and kind. 

Let me have thy loving mind. 

 

Loving Jesus, gentle lamb, 

In Thou gracious hands I am: 

Make me Savior, what Thou art; 

Live Thyself within my heart. 

  

 

One time,  I read that the hardest kind of steer to rope is the 

tame one. I expect there is a lot of truth in the statement. The 

steer that runs draws the noose tight that settles over his body. 

The tame one doesn’t. The same thing applies in leading people 

to Christ. Who is the hardest one to win? The person who vehe-

mently argues that he is right when the scriptures prove other-

wise? NO. The one who, like Paul, kicks against the goad? Not 

at all. The hardest one to bring to the Lord is the “tame” one. 

When you speak about the condition of his soul he readily 

acknowledges that he is wrong. Yes, he knows what God’s word 

teaches. Yes, he is aware that if he dies in his condition he will 

be forever lost. And yes, he fully intends to change his situation. 

And when will this be? Two different answers are given by those 

in this condition. There is the procrastinator who affirms that 

when he has made a few changes he will get right with God. He 

just postpones the decision. And, then there is the liar. “Liar”, 

you say? Yes, liar, the most fitting word of which I can think. 

This person faithfully promises to “be out next Sunday” but as 

he speaks he doesn’t mean a word of it. His attitude becomes 

apparent when the same thing occurs many times. Why are 

these two types so hard to “rope”? Well, the procrastinator, like 

Felix of old, is waiting for a more convenient time. He has delud-

ed himself into thinking he will live forever. Being “tame” , he 

won’t argue with you so you can hardly tie him up with logic. 

Having hardened his heart, he can hardly be reached with per-

suasion. And the liar - he’s even harder to deal with. He looks 

you straight in the eye and tells you he will change. Even though 

you feel that he is lying, you can hardly tell him so. You can’t 

quite be sure, and if you did he would likely swell up with 

“righteous indignation” and declare you’d never see him again. 

So , you hope against hope that you’ll see him Sunday. Come 

Sunday and he isn’t there. No, it’s pretty hard to rope a tame 

steer.  
By H.E. Phillips 


