How Does The Lord "'Open" Hearts?
In Acts 16 we read: 'And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side where prayer was wont to be
made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted thither. And a certain woman named
Lyda, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us. whose heart the Lord open
that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, ‘If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and
abide there.’ And she constrained us." (vs. 13-15). How did the Lord open her heart? Does He do the same
thing to people today? Does this imply the necessity of a direct action of the Holy Spirit? Is it possible to
know and obey the will of God without miraculous divine intervention in our lives? Look carefully at this immediate context. Notice that they "spake unto the women" (vs. 13), and Lydia "heard us" (vs. 14), and she
"attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul" (vs. 14). It seems clear that the means by which Lydia's heart was opened was by the Word of God. There is nothing mysterious here. Rather, it is a demonstration of the power of the gospel (Rom. 1:16), and an example of God's plan for "preaching to save them that
believe" (1 Cor. 1:21). Whatever the Lord did, and however the heart of Lydia was opened, it was the same
thing that occurred in every other case of conversion in the book of Acts. Remember, God is "no respecter of
persons" (Acts 10:34,35). On Pentecost they "heard" and were "pricked in their heart" (2:37). On that day
many "gladly received his word and were baptized" (2:41). Other examples abound in the book of Acts that
directly link the teaching of the word with a heartfelt, obedient response (4:4, 8:12, 13:12, 13:48, 15:7,
16:32-33, 17:32-34, 18:8, 19:5). The Lord "opens" hearts today in exactly the same way He always has -through the preaching of the Word. Selected

The sun was warm but the wind was chill,
You know how it is on an April Day:
When the sun is out and the wind is still,
You’re one month on in the middle of May.

Saturday Readers will meet on April 27th to discuss the book, “Think Good” at the Hoyt home at
10a. Brunch will be served. This has been rescheduled from April 13th. See Maria if you need
a book.

But if you so much as dare to speak
A cloud comes over the sunlit arch,
A wind comes off a frozen peak,
And you’re two months back in the middle of March.

(Cont. from page 1)

“’But’ is a fence over which few leap.”
German proverb

We must not grow weary of the old truths which distinguish the people of God. Spiritual ignorance will
be the cause of our destruction both now and eternally. If we neglect the old lessons, the church which
results will lose its distinctiveness and the identity
which God has given it.
by Mark W. White
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Every once in a while, some well-meaning but misguided brother will chide us
for teaching the old lessons. He will say, “You are answering questions which
no one is asking any longer.” By this, he means to squelch our teaching on the
first principles of Gospel obedience and salvation by grace through faith; the
nature, organization, and work of the church; Biblical morality; and the need
for scriptural authority. Of course, we understand that some people aren’t
asking questions like, “What must I do to be saved?” as people did in Bible
days (Acts 16:30). However, not everyone raised such an important question
back then, either. Just because men ask the wrong questions, or they don’t
ask any question at all does not mean that we must alter our teaching to accommodate the “felt needs” of the people of our time. Haven’t people always
clamored for something new, novel, different, and more exciting? Of course,
we have. We do like to hear new things, even strange things. A skilled teacher
of God’s word will be careful to “clothe old truths in new robes”, just as a good
cook will find new and interesting ways to prepare and serve potatoes. Yet,
the truth is still the truth. Its nature and essence never changes. We might
present it differently or we might approach the teaching of truth by some new
methods, but in the end the old truths will be clearly stated. Older, more mature Christians must learn to be patient as the old lessons are taught again
and again. There is always a new generation coming on, or a new convert here
and there who needs the lessons we think we know all too well. If we insist on
teaching something novel and exciting, what will happen to the people who
are yet untaught? Do they not now need the same lessons today’s mature
Christians needed when they were novices? Judges 2:10 states of Israel, following the days of Joshua, “All that generation also were gathered to their fathers; and there arose an-other generation after them who did not know the
LORD, nor yet the work which He had done for Israel.” Even Jeremiah encouraged the people of his day to ask for the “old paths” (6:16). However, most of
the people to whom Jeremiah recommended this course rejected it and as a
result, ended up in a seventy-year captivity among the Babylonians. Jeremiah
preached that the “good way” was to be found in the “old paths”. It is no compliment to us when many of our young people in some churches have not
even been given the opportunity of hearing the old lessons. It isn’t that they
reject the teach-ing, they’ve just never been ex-posed to it! Elders and preachers who have served up the novel and new while neglecting the tried and true
will pay for their negligence, to be sure. Besides, if someone is preaching
something new and novel, shouldn’t that be examined closely to see whether
it is indeed, truth? (Acts 17:11) .
(Cont. on page 4)
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Team West Side and its mentors will leave Thursday to attend the annual convention in KY. We
wish them Godspeed and good results in their endeavors while there.
Our hearts and Prayers are with you,
Team West Side
Alex Odle, Cancer

Anna Funk, Lung Cancer. Chemo ongoing
Angie Reed, MS
Beven Green, Recuperating from surgery
Jennifer Odle , Cancer. Treatments continue
Jessica Gors, Breast cancer.
Margaret and Howard, In GA for now. Address on page 4
Marjorie Harper, Pacemaker problems resolved
Marian Hoyt, Diagnosed with stomach cancer. Jerry’s Uncle

Mary Smith, Back fusion surgery scheduled for April 11th.
Daughter of Ann.
Robbie Murphy, Fall resulting in broken leg
Shirley Durnal, Recuperating from stroke.
Susie Long, Debilitating arthritis in back
Wil Porter, Ziggy’s great-grandfather, terminal cancer

Kathy Harper-Morrison Woods
Joyce Popplewell--Heritage in Yorktown
Raelena Shumaker -Albany Health Care
“While others still slept, He went away to pray and
to renew His strength in communion with His Father. He had need of this, otherwise, He would not
have been ready for the new day. The work of delivering souls demands constant renewal through fellowship with God.” A. Murray

Weekly Contribution Goal:

Bible Study, April 17th

Leaders in Worship

$2440

April 14, 2019

Contribution for April 7

Morning Worship

$4244

Song Leader: Lowell
Prayer: Danny
Men’s Class: Richard Messer
Ladies Class: L2L Speakers

Announcements: Gary Reynolds
Song Leader: Don Allison
Opening Prayer: Cliff Nicks
Scripture: Jacob Clark
Matt. 12:38-45
Sermon: Mike Gors
“How Will the Queen Judge Me?”
Closing Prayer: Jim Clark
Sound Room: Jimmy Clark

Communion
West Side Outside: Steve Gors
Inside: Bill Winemiller
East Side Inside: Richard Messer
Outside: Lowell Huffman

Group One Duties for
Today:
Building Lock-up: Danny
Greeters: Front Door - Cliff & Tami
Carport-- Danny & Joan
Annex-Take Out Trash: Adam
Communion Clean-up: Jessica
Communion Prep for April: Gors

All Day: Meadowbrook Church of Christ Gospel
Meeting and Homecoming with A.J. Cox as Speaker

--April 16, Ladies Breakfast, 10:30a

Evening Worship
Announcements: Gary Reynolds
Song Leader: Don Allison
Opening Prayer: Lowell Huffman
Scripture: Case Reynolds
Phil 2:5-8
Sermon: Mike Gors
“Having the Mind of Christ”
Communion Table: Richard Messer
Closing Prayer: Jay Kellow
Sound Room: Jimmy Clark

“When the knees are
not often bent, the
feet soon slide.”

Kendall Clark--April 1
Lola Harrell-April 2
Sui Holloman--April 6
Seth Gors--April 9, 2008

--April 18-21, Lads to Leaders and Leaderettes Convention will
be held in Louisville, KY. Team West Side will be participating.
--April 27, 11th Annual Lectureship at church of Christ in
Pendleton.
Flyer is posted
--May 2, 3, 4, Lexie will star in “Bye, Bye, Birdie” to be presented at Central High School, 7p. Admittance is $5.
--May 4, Game Night at West Side. All ages invited. 5p

Jacob Harper--April 10

--May 7, Northside Middle School Concert Choir with Rachel
Chambers participating, 7p

Becky Hummel--April 10

--May 9, Performance of Yorktown Middle School Band with
Julia Clark Participating, 6p

Pat Ergle--April 14
Kara Latta--April 15

Sue Davis--April 20
Teresa Allison--April 21
Bill Smith--April 24

--May 11, 26 Annual Lectureship at Church of Christ at Lincolnway in Columbia City. See flyer

