Fight, Finish, Fulfill

Second Timothy 4:7 has often been referred to as
Paul’s valedictory: “I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” It
has also been observed that this statement had
something for every group of people in the first
century. The idea of fighting the fight appealed to
the Roman mind. The concept of finishing the
race would have been of interest to the Gentile
(Greek) mind. And the thought of keeping the
faith would have been attractive to the Hebrew
mind. Indeed this verse had (and has) something
for everybody, no matter what background or circumstances.
Do you have an opponent? Is there something
causing you problems? Something trying to ruin
your life? Keep fighting against it. Don’t give up
and let it win. If it knocks you down, get up and
keep fighting. Fight the good fight. If you do so,
you will be victorious.
Are you in a race? Do you have something you
want to accomplish? Do you have goals to be
reached? A purpose to achieve? Keep running toward the destination. The course may be difficult
and long and you may get weary, but keep pressing on. Finish the race. If you do so, you will win.
Do you have circumstances beyond your control? Are you in a situation that breeds fear,
doubt, or uncertainty? Does it sometimes seem
hopeless? Don’t give in to negative emotions.
Maintain a positive outlook. Live in love and
hope. Keep the faith. If you do so, you will receive the promise of God.
Fight, finish, fulfill – there’s some good advice for
all of us.
Edd Sterchi
Broadway church of Christ
Campbellsville, KY

“One cannot get through life without pain...What we can do
is choose how to use the pain life presents to us.”
Bernie Siegel, MD

God said in Isaiah 65: 1- “Here I am. Here I am.”
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Moses made excuses (Exodus 3 and 4).
Gideon said, “Prove it” (Judges 6).
Samuel responded, “Speak, for your servant hears” (1
Samuel 3:10).
Many Jewish rulers believed but loved human praise
more (John 12:42-43).
Which brings up the question with how we began:
“How do we answer?”
Bill David Walker
Elm & Murrow church of Christ
Waynoka, OK

We have a very simple question to ask: Is your heart right with God? As you think about your
answer to this most important of all questions, we'd like you to consider these observations: 1)
You might as well be honest about this, because "if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our
heart, and knoweth all things" (1 John 3:20). So, then if you have never obeyed the gospel, or if
you are unfaithful in your service as a Christian, you ought to own up to the reality of your dangerous spiritual condition -- after all, you can't hide these things from God. 2) Judgment is as certain as life itself. "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment" (Hebrews
9:27). "So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God" (Romans 14:12). 3) In light
of these facts, perhaps you should begin right now thinking about a good excuse that you can use
on the judgment day. A few favorites will surely be: "I was too busy", "I didn't feel well", "I had
family obligations", "My work demanded so much of my' time", "The people at church were unfriendly", "I didn't like the preacher, or the elders, or the teachers, or...." Feel free to pick one of
these, or perhaps you can come up with one of your own that seems more appropriate to your own
particular situation. 4) We must warn you, however, that the excuse you choose, no matter how
good it seems, will not be good enough. (Read Matthew 7:21-23 and 25:31-46) The truth of the
matter is that "we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive
the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad" (2 Corinthians 5:10). 5) So our best advice then is to get right with God. It is ultimately important, and
excuses just won't get the job done - not now and certainly not in judgment. by Greg Gwin
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Don Allison
Fellowship
There are three kinds of Christians in any local congregation. Which kind are you? 1) There are
those Christians you can always count on. When there is work to be done, when a volunteer is
needed, when a need must be met, you can depend on these folks to step forward. They carry their
own weight, and they help others carry theirs, too (Gal. 6:2,5). There is never a doubt about their
commitment or dedication. Their obvious zeal serves as a positive source of encouragement to
others. You just never are left to wonder where they stand - because they demonstrate their faith
in every way. These Christians serve as the "core" of any faithful congregation. Without them,
important work would never get done - crucial matters would be left unattended - the church
simply would not do well. Thank God for all such brethren. We should all strive to be one of
these! 2) There are some other Christians in the church that are absolutely "out of it." They have
little if any connection to the real work of the local congregation. They never are around if there is
work to be done, and they simply DO NOT volunteer to help with the on-going efforts of the
group. It is even impossible to count on these folks to attend the services regularly. Almost anything can serve as an excuse for them to miss the assemblies. And, if they don't even assemble
faithfully, we wonder if they are really doing anything in service to the Lord. 3) There is yet another group that is in evidence in the local church. These are the ones who are "riding the fence."
They want to give the impression that they are faithful and involved, but in reality their lives are
full of compromise. They vocally claim allegiance to Christ, but they can't be counted on to consistently put the kingdom first. Our Lord described these three kinds of Christians as "hot,"
"cold," and "lukewarm" (Rev. 3:15,16). Which term describes YOU? - by Greg Gwin
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Leaders in Worship
April 7, 2019
Alex Odle, Cancer
Anna Funk, Lung Cancer. Chemo ongoing
Angie Reed, MS
Beven Green, Recuperating from surgery
Jennifer Odle , Cancer. Treatments continue
Jessica Gors, Breast cancer.
Kathy Harper, Transferred to Morrison Woods. Room 206,
Garfield Ct. Every day is a challenge with edema and respiratory problems. Visitors very welcome.
Margaret and Howard, In GA for now. Address on page 4
Marjorie Harper, Pacemaker problems resolved
Marian Hoyt, Diagnosed with stomach cancer. Jerry’s Uncle
Mary Smith, Back fusion surgery scheduled for April 11th.
Daughter of Ann.
Robbie Murphy, Fall resulting in broken leg
Shirley Durnal, Recuperating from stroke.
Susie Long, Debilitating arthritis in back
Wil Porter, Ziggy’s great-grandfather, terminal cancer

Morning Worship
Announcements: Todd Stults
Song Leader: Jerry Hoyt
Opening Prayer: Bill Smith
Scripture: Steve Gors
Micah 6:6-8
Sermon: Mike Gors
“Love Mercy”
Closing Prayer: Rick Cox
Sound Room: Lowell Huffman

Communion
West Side Outside: Jay Kellow
Inside: Cliff Nicks
East Side Inside: Rex Harper
Outside: Jimmy Clark

It’s the plugging away that will win
you the day
So don’t be a piker, old pard!
Just draw on your grit, its so easy to
quit
It’s the keeping your chin up that’s
hard.

“I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties for Christ’s
sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.” 2 Cor.
12:10

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and, also to

the Greek.”

Song Leader: Jimmy Clark
Prayer: Bill Winemiller

Raelena Shumaker - Albany
HC

Men’s Class: Richard Messer

Joyce Popplewell- Heritage
in Yorktown.

Ladies Class: Sylvia Carroll

--2:00p, Devotions at

Edward E. Hale

Bethel Point
“Nobody makes a greater mistake than he
who did nothing because he could only
do a little.” E. Burke

Everyone welcome
--4:30p, Elders’ Meeting

--April 2, Ladies Breakfast, 10:30a
--April 7, Elders Meeting, 4:30p

Kendall Clark--April 1
Lola Harrell-April 2
Sui Holloman--April 6
Seth Gors--April 9, 2008

--April 13, West Side blood drive, 8a--12 noon. See Kathy
--April 13, Saturday Readers to meet. Will discuss “Think Good”
10a
--April 13, 6p, Singing at Towne Acres

Kara Latta--April 15

--April 18-21, Lads to Leaders and Leaderettes Convention will be
held in Louisville, KY. Team West Side will be participating.
--April 27, 11th Annual Lectureship at church of Christ in Pendleton.
Flyer is posted
--May 2, 3, 4, Lexie will star in “Bye, Bye, Birdie” to be presented at
Central High School, 7p. Admittance is $5.

Sue Davis--April 20

--May 4, Game Night at West Side. All ages invited. 5p

Jacob Harper--April 10
Becky Hummel--April 10
Pat Ergle--April 14

It is with heavy hearts that we approach this new month with the knowledge that our sister, Betty Smith, has passed from among us. She
was taken ill very suddenly and admitted to the hospital where she passed away last Monday at 1:30a at age 85. We will miss her loving
and encouraging way with all she met and her fervent desire to share the Word and remind everyone of the need to live a life dedicated to
Christ . She endeavored to spread the Good News to all, never one to shirk an opportunity to evangelize, whether it was a clerk in a store,
new friend, a neighbor, or even Herb’s nurses. She was one of the few left at West Side at the raising of the roof in 1961 and for the years
of assemblies who have sat under its roof to hear the gospel. Betty worked tirelessly for the Lord: teacher, camp worker, in touch daily with
the sick and needful and always quick to lend a hand. She and Herb were married 66 years until his death and we are reminded of her telling of their early courtship and how she didn't have time to date Herb because, at 16, she was so busy riding her bicycle. Betty was the
mother of 3 daughters, grandmother to 7 and great-grandmother to 8, Her funeral service was held last Friday in Muncie. And we are further reminded how Betty’s zeal in life optimized the scripture in Romans 16:1:

Don’t Forget our Shutins

“To look up and not down,
To look forward and not back,
To look out and not in, and,
To lend a hand.”

Evening Worship
Announcements: Todd Stults
Song Leader: Jerry Hoyt
Opening Prayer: Jim Clark
Scripture: Jacob Clark
Sermon: Mike Gors
Communion Table: Rex Harper
Closing Prayer: Don Allison
Sound Room: Lowell Huffman

Bible Study, April 10th

Teresa Allison--April 21
Bill Smith--April 24

--May 7, Northside Middle School Concert Choir with Rachel Chambers participating, 7p
--May 9, Performance of Yorktown Middle School Band with Julia
Clark Participating, 6p
--May 11, 26 Annual Lectureship at Church of Christ at Lincolnway
in Columbia City. See flyer
“...He spoke with them and said to them, “Take courage, it is I, do
not be afraid.” and He got into the boat with them and the wind
stopped and they were greatly astonished…” Mark 6: 50 -51

