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The Two Seas
About thirty miles inland from the Mediterranean Sea, lies the Sea of Galilee. It is fourteen miles long and eight miles
across at its broadest point. The river, Jordan, flows through this sea on its southward course. Many fish live in the
Sea of Galilee. Its shores are dotted with greenery. Good pleasant breezes blow through the leaves of the fig, olive,
date, and pomegranate trees that grow on its southern shores. There is life and beauty to be seen in abundance.
About 55 miles southward from this sea, the Jordon River empties into another sea called the Dead Sea and as the
name indicates, there is no life to be found there. The Dead Sea is six times as salty as the ocean and although over
sixty million tons of fresh water empties into it every day, the water level changes very little and it never grows less
salty because the fresh water is being evaporated by the extreme heat. The water is thick and gasses escape from the
surface, giving it an unpleasant odor. No birds fly over because there is no fish and little plant life around its shores.
Both these seas receive the good, fresh water but where the Sea of Galilee gives life and beauty in return, the Dead Sea
hordes what it receives and causes death and decay. Christians are comparable to these two seas. Some, like the Sea
of Galilee, go about doing good for all mankind, using every opportunity to espouse Christ and work with zeal and enthusiasm so that their faith is manifested in their actions. Other Christians are like the Dead Sea; they receive the same
gospel of Christ and they obey it. But after having put on Christ through obedience to the first principles (Heb. 6:1),
they fail to press onward toward perfection; like the Dead sea. They hoard up their blessings and are content just to be
“Sunday Morning Christians”. They become stagnant and dead to their surroundings. Let us pattern our lives after the
beautiful Sea of Galilee. Let us give in return for what we receive.
Jim Ledbetter.
The preceding is reminiscent of the lessons that are being presented in the adult class on Sunday
Morning. You will be confounded by the significance of the geological layout of the areas that we
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history of the land. You are welcome to join us--your presence and your participation will add great-
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ly to our class, taught by Don Allison. Begins at 9:30a in the auditorium.
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News and Notes,
--Reminder of the impending mission trip to India by Cedric and Zavier Hofstetter, July 15-27. If you are willing
to help them, please put your check in the contribution plate. and mark “Hofstetter Mission Trip” on the memo
line.
--You are invited to attend the spring presentation of the Muncie Central High School choirs on April 6 at the
school’s auditorium, 7p. Heather, Alexis, Joey and Jade will all take part in the various performances.

--Ten Ways to be Miserable
Talk about yourself. Think about yourself. Be sensitive to slights. Expect to be appreciated. Trust nobody but yourself. Shirk your duties. Use “I” as much as possible. Do as little as you can get by with, especially
for others. Demand agreement with your own views on anything and everything. Sulk if people are not grateful to you for what you do.
--Note the most recent note from Jonah Stults on the Missions Board.
To the men and women who unselfishly give of their time and efforts to clean and tidy up the building
each week and to those who repair and fix and maintain the building and its grounds as needed:

Thank You
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A Needed Habit

Third in Series

By Justin Morton

If you were to describe your life in one word right now, what word would you use: Hectic? Fast? Busy?
Crazy? Uncontrollable? These words or words very similar would probably be the most likely words we
would use when describing our lives. But what if, when asked, we could respond, “My life is simple.” Can
you imagine how nice it would be to live a simple life?
We live in a society that values “things”. People think to be the best you must have the most, be the
highest paid, get all the awards and be the most popular. Yet, what does that do for you in the long run?
Nothing. The only thing it produces is stress and “busyness”. Consider how much of our time is spent on
doing things to impress others or to serve our own desires. Doesn’t this complicate our lives much more?
Doesn’t this cause our lives to be everything but simple?
The key to having a simple life is not getting caught up in having the best of everything and working ourselves to death in order to gain more. Jesus made it clear the path to heaven is far more difficult for the
rich than for the poor (Mark 10:17-25). Why is this? Because having “things” can cloud our judgment to
the point that we have a greater love for possessions than eternal life. When we have a greater love for
possessions than eternal life, we are willing to do anything to obtain more, even live lives that are crazy,
hectic and out of control.
It is important for us to incorporate the needed habit of simplicity into our lives. By doing this, we will
keep things in perspective because we are not caught up in the next “big thing” and more caught up in
Jesus.
Think about it this way; when our lives on this earth pass, will those “things“ get us anywhere? Certainly not! So why not stop trying to keep up with everyone else and just allow yourself to live a simple life?
After all, Jesus never meant for your life to be so crazy. He simply wants us to follow him.
(Matt. 4:20,22).

FAiTHFUL WATCHMEN
Jonah Stults
Have you ever been to a Revolutionary war fort or a Civil war fort and walked around? As you are walking
around that fort, you will find guard or watch towers where soldiers would stand watch, looking for enemy solders who may try to attack. Even looking back to the days of Ezekiel and farther, watchman were very important to guard cities such as Jerusalem from attack. In Ezekiel 3, we see that God makes Ezekiel his watchman. In verses 16-21, God tells Ezekiel what he will be doing as a watchman for God. God tells him that he
will be preaching the words of the Lord to the people. God also gives him several other tasks: tell the wicked
of their sons, warn the righteous to stay away from sin and bring back the righteous who have turned away, If
Ezekiel does not warn the wicked or tell the fallen away that God is going to punish them if they do not return,
the blood of that person will be required of Ezekiel. If Ezekiel warns the wicked not to sin, then he has delivered his soul. Today, we are the watchmen of God and the same can be expected of us. Ezekiel was told to
tell the truth and spread the words of the Lord to a people who had turned from God. We are told in Matt.
28:18-20 that we are given the Great Commission and are told to speak the truth. If we do not, God will require the same of us as did he of Ezekiel A question for you; if we speak the truth our whole lives but not the
whole truth, will we be awarded a place in heaven?
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Remember in Prayer
Those Serving Today
MARCH 12

MORNING WORSHIP
Announcements: Gary Reynolds
Song Leader: Don Allison
1st Prayer: Bill Smith
Scripture Reading: Joe Reed
1 Samuel 1:8-11
Sermon: Mike Gors
“Walking by Faith, Part 2;
The Commitment of Hannah”
Closing Prayer: Lowell Huffman
Sound Room: Jimmy Clark

COMMUNION SERVERS

West Side--Outside:
Inside:
East Side-- Inside:
Outside:

Steve Gors
Adam Gors
Jerry Hoyt
Carl Gilstrap

EVENING WORSHIP
Announcements: Gary Reynolds
Song Leader: Don Allison
Opening Prayer: Jim Clark
Scripture: Cliff Nicks
John 5:1-6
Sermon: Mike Gors
“Doing God’s Work”
Communion Table: Bill Winemiller
Richard Messer
Closing Prayer: Richard Messer
Sound Room: Jimmy Clark

Group Three has Building
Duties for Today, March 12
Building lock-up, Greeters and
Communion Clean-up
Communion Prep for March:
Sue

Angie Reed, MS, Daughter -in -law of Joe and Wanda
Bernice Lewis, Sally’s sister. Patient at IUBMH with toxic infection in finger.

Weekly Contribution Goal:
$2600
Contribution for

Bill Ellington, Ter minal br ain cancer . Husband of Mar y
Ann’s friend, Kim Ellington

March 5, 2017

Brenda Huffman, Lung issues.

$3015.00

Brett Allison, Patient at IUBMH with auto immune issues
Don Gaw, Patient at IUBMH. Str oke activity & CHF
Dorothy Potter, Recuper ating fr om hip and knee sur ger y

Attendance for Week of

Eileen Strombeck, Sally’s Mother. Broken foot is not healing
well.

March 5th

Gordon Huffman, Health issues, str uggling with mobility

Sunday Bible Study

56

Judy Messer, Br east cancer . Richar d’s sister-in-law

Sunday AM Worship

93

Judy Stewart, Injur ed in a fall

Sunday PM Worship

50

Kathy Harper

Wednesday Bible Study

53

What’s on the Calendar?
--March 14, Ladies Br eakfast, 10a. Car s leave the par king lot at 9:30
April 1, Movie night at West Side. Enjoy showing of
“Angels in the Outfield” and “Monsters, Inc.” beginning at
6p. Prepare for popcorn and being with the best company ever.
April 11, CPR Class at the building. Headed by the Red
Cross, this a good opportunity to learn a life saving technique. Class will cost $25 per person. Please sign up on
board # 1.

-April 14-16, Lads to Leader s and Leader ettes convention
in Louisville, KY. Theme for this year is, “All That you Say
to Me, I Will Do.” Ruth 3:5

Marjorie Smith, Declining health

Bible Study on
March 15th

Mary Ann Bayer, Facial Cellulitis.
Richard Johnson and daughter, Laurie Johnson, cancer
Ryan Dobbs, 23 year old cousin of Kathy and Skylar . In
need of a kidney transplant. Lives in KY

Devotional:

Don

Quanny, Nephew and foster child of Rober t & Br idget Ray.
Excessive build-up of fluid after brain surgery

Song Leader:

Jimmy

Prayer:

Adam

Sylvia Carroll, Skin cancer s with r adiation scheduled
Tim Corcoran, Liver cancer
Virginia Southard, Str oke.
Wanda Reed, Pain issue

As each one has received a special gift,
employ it in serving one another as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God.
1 Peter 4:10

Our heartfelt sympathy is extended to Joyce Popplewell who
is grieving the loss of her niece, Viola Wooten. Viola passed
away very suddenly in Jamestown, Ky this past Thursday.
She was a frequent house guest of Joyce and a familiar face
at West Side in years past. Viola was also the mother of
Nora Mae Reese who we know as a welcome visitor when
she is in this area.
“It cannot be hunted. It cannot be purchased. It is never for sale. It
cannot be fabricated. It comes to us when we are alone, in quiet moments, in quiet places, when we suddenly realize that, knowing the
good, we have done it; knowing the beautiful, we have served it;
knowing the truth, we have spoken it.” What is it? Self Respect.
W. Griswald

Remember Our Shut-ins
Forrest Hurst—Elmcroft
Jim & MaryLou Witty--At home
Katie Clingman--Signature HC
Lana Blanchard—Albany HC

“If you brood
over your troubles, you are
sure to have a
perfect hatch.”

“Luck has a way of
Jay Kellow--March 5
Doug Anderson --March 11
Case Reynolds--March 25
Skylar Murphy--March 27
Judy Stewart--March 28
Nancy Bateman--March 31

evaporating when you
lean on it.”
...As for me, the nearness of God is my good; I have
made the Lord God my refuge, that I may tell of all thy
works. Psalm 73:28
Psalm 73:28

