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We are honored that you have chosen to spend the morn-

ing with us in worship of our Lord. We hope you find us 

friendly and sincere in our wish to follow scripture and to 

profess the gospel of Christ. In order that we provide a safe 

place to assemble, we ask that you  wear a mask and seat 

yourself a safe distance from those outside your family.  

Communion packets, contribution baskets and masks are 

placed at  both the double doors . Thank you for protecting 

yourself and others while we are together.  We invite you 

back again and look forward to getting to know you. 

 

March 9, 6p, Men’s Class  (in building) 

March 10, 7p, Bible Study in person (also on 

line) 

March 12,  7p,  Ladies Study Group on line 

March 28-April 1, 54th MSOP Lectureship.  

See brochure on board 

 

 

News of Our “Own” 

---Congratulations to Josh and Rachel Hoyt Tay-

lor who are the proud parents of Henry Nolan 

who was born last Monday in Jackson, TN. He 

weighed 9 lbs, 11 oz,   was 21 inches at birth 

and is already being called “Big Hank”  as his 

picture attests.  He has a mane of dark hair and 

we see traces of Jerry and Maria in that sweet 

little face. See portrait of “Big Hank”  on board 

# 2.  

---Jonah and Maria have gotten moved into their 

new home in Pantego, NC and are getting accli-

mated to warmer weather and roads close to 

the ocean.  Now, they can learn to prepare for 

hurricanes.  Following is their new address: 

Jonah & Maria Stults 

83 Pike Road 

Pantego, NC  27860 

Jonah will be preaching for the Pike Road 
Church of Christ. You may see his videos on 
Wednesday  evenings and Sunday mornings. 

---Newest letter from Cannon is posted on the 

missions board.  He tells of being  in an auto 

accident that totaled his car. He didn't make 

mention of any injuries to himself. 

--The youngsters of West Side were unable to go 

to CYC in Pigeon Forge, TN this year but were 

able to take part in a live broadcast of the 

presentation though internet connections.  Our 

thanks to Jimmy Clark,  who coordinated the 

event at the building.  

 

 

“Give and it will be given to you; good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together, running  over, 

they will pour into your lap. For by your standard 

of measure it will be measured to you in return.” 

Luke 6:38 



Leaders in Worship 

March 7, 2021 

  Morning Worship 

Announcements:  Todd Stults 

Song Leader:  Gary Reynolds 

Opening Prayer:  Bill Smith 

Scripture: Case Reynolds, Psalm 120:1-7 

Lord’s Table:   Rex Harper 

Sermon:  Mike Gors, “I Am for Peace but They                                                                                     
    are  for War” 

Closing Prayer:  Rick Cox 

Sound Room:  Lowell Huffman 

 

Wednesday Bible Study, March  10th 

Song Leader:  Don 

Devo: Gary 

Prayer:  Mike 

Services 
 

Sunday Morning Class 

9:30a 

Worship:  10: 30a 

(Also live-streamed) 

No Sunday Evening 

Service 

Wednesday Bible Study  

7p                                   

Preacher 

Michael Gors 

 

Elders 

Michael Gors 

Gary Reynolds 

Todd Stults 

 

Deacons 

 

Don Allison 

Fellowship 
 

Jim Clark 

Visitation 

 

Lowell Huffman 
Media 

 

   Those Whom  

We Support 

MSOP 

Cannon Taylor 

INDIA  

Bible Correspondence   

Course/ Bibles  

 

 

 

Anna Funk--

Westminster Village 

Joyce Popplewell 
- Heritage in York-
town 

Carl Gilstrap--
Albany Health Care 

Health Care 

Life is like a cafeteria. One 

goes through choosing as he 

goes but what he chooses 

must be paid for at the end.  

Choose wisely for there are no 

refunds, no exchanges. 

Giving Our Best to God  

Some people seem to be content to give God their leftovers. They give Him their 

leftover time, their leftover money, their leftover talents. When their own wants and 

wishes have been fully and completely gratified, anything left (if it is convenient), is 

presented to our heavenly Father. How would you 1ike it if you never had anything 

served on the table but leftovers? How would you like it if your boss paid you only if 

he had any profits left after taking all he wanted from the company? How would you 

like it if your children gave you what little affection they had left over from their 

friends, pursuits, etc.? David refused to offer in sacrifice to God "that which cost me 

nothing." And this should be our attitude. We should give to God a service that is 

meaningful and sacrificial. Romans 12:1 states it in clear terms: "Present your bod-

ies as a living sacrifice..." In our singing, giving, praying, study, all worship and living, 

we should give to God the best we can offer. Nothing but the best should be of-

fered. Remember, the nature of the gift reflects the attitude you have toward the 

one given the gift. Does your service to God reflect that you love and appreciate 

Him? 

 -by Tom Roberts  



 

 

Jay Kellow--March 5 

Case Reynolds--March 25 

Skylar Murphy--March 27 

Judy Stewart--March 28 

 

 

Alex Odle, Cancer 

Angie Reed, MS 

Barbara Cloninger, Death of spouse 

Kathy Harper, Respiratory issues 

Kim Ham, Cancer, Dana Kellow’s sister 

Linda Horning, Cancer 

Nellie Dunscomb, Pat Ergle’s granddaughter,  Health 

issues 

Norma Perry, Tests scheduled 

Nick Hummel, Cancer. Chemo ongoing 

Robbie Smith, Kidney stones.  

Susan Cloninger, Liver cancer. Treatment ongoing 

 

 

 

 

Who's Flying  

the Plane?  

A photographer from a well known national magazine was as-

signed to cover the fires at Yellowstone National Park. The 

magazine wanted to show some of the heroic work of the fire 

fighters as they battled the blaze. When the photographer ar-

rived, he realized that the smoke was so thick that it would 

seriously impede or make it impossible for him to photograph 

anything from ground level. He requested permission to rent a 

plane and take photos from the air. His request was approved 

and arrangements were made. He was told to report to a near-

by airport where a plane would be waiting for him. He arrived 

at the airport and saw a plane warming up near the gate. He 

jumped in with his bag and shouted, "Let's go!" The pilot 

swung the little plane into the wind, and within minutes they 

were in the air. The photographer said, "Fly over the park and 

make two or three low passes so I can take some pictures." 

"Why?" asked the pilot. "Because I am a photographer," he 

responded, "and photographers take photographs." The pilot 

was silent for a moment. Finally he stammered, "You mean 

you're not the flight instructor?" When it comes to our spiritual 

lives, we better be certain that someone competent is in con-

trol. If we assume (as did the two men above) that someone 

else has the ability to guide us safely, we may well be headed 

for disaster (unless that someone else is Christ). "And He 

spoke a parable to them: 'Can the blind lead the blind? Will 

they not both fall into the ditch? A disciple is not above his 

teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his 

teacher." (Luke 6:39-40) Take a moment to check the cockpit. 

Who's in control of your life?  

Alan Smith 

What Does God Want  of us? 

1. He expects us to grow (2 Thess. 

1:3) 

2. He expects us to go  (Mark 5:19) 

3. He expects us to glow (Luke 8:16) 

4. He expects us to sow (Mark 4:1-10) 

5. He expects us to show                   

(Psalm 92: 1-2) 

6. He expects us to know (2 Cor. 5:1) 



 

 

Do you Know “Richey Rich” or “Slick”?  One is his email moniker and the other is from his youth. Can you 

guess who this might be in the West Side family?  It is none other than our own Richard Messer.  Richard 

is a native of West Virginia, born in the hamlet of Dingess. To be more precise, its location was in Hogger 

Hollow. He went to elementary school there and then to the nearby high school at Lenore.  There were 10 

children born to Hardin and Nettie Messer and Richard remembers that times were hard and his own stud-

ies done by an oil lamp. His father preached in the Baptist church but, first had worked in the coal mines 

until he suffered a broken back. After school, Richard desired work as a machinist and was headed to ply 

his trade in the coal mines before the mine went on strike. He then headed to Detroit where he worked at 

Great Lakes Steel and  Cadillac Manufacturing. He had a major head start to most young men, when, at 

the tender age of 12, he took on the job of a “wheeler” at a saw mill in the Hollow.  He shoveled sawdust 

and wheeled away the barrows of saw dust that had fallen from the saws. After time, in Detroit, a change 

was in the working. Richard had a sister who lived in Muncie and he moved his family south, where, at the 

time, work was plentiful in Delaware County. He was able to secure a job at Ball Brothers where he worked 

in the warehouse and the Zinc mill. It was the biggest zinc mill in the country.  Three ingredients were add-

ed to the raw zinc and then heated in a furnace where it melted and came out as a liquid. It was let to set 

as bars and then rolled out as a sheet. Forms from the Zinc were then shaped as casings for batteries. Ri-

card remembers that Ball Brothers was a wonderful company to work for, “They treated everyone like fami-

ly.” The zinc mill was moved to TN and Richard then went to work for Chevrolet in Muncie where he la-

bored on the assembly line for many years. 

Richard and Janet Merrill  met in 1988 through a friend and, in 1995, they were married at West Side by 

Larry Reynolds.  With Richard’s oldest son, Richard Jr and his twins, Greg and Diana and Janet’s two 

boys, David and Tim, the  Messer and Merrill's’ joined together as a blended family and many happy gath-

erings. 

Richard  is often asked how he came to the Lord’s church with his father being a Baptist preacher. In the 

mid- sixties, when he lived in Detroit, it was a time of race riots and tension among the workers. There was 

a study group at work that was made up of several denominational beliefs. He began searching scripture 

on his own, studied his way to salvation and the first century church and was greatly encouraged by his 

mentor, gospel preacher, Robert Adamson. 

One of Richard’s earliest dreams was to travel and he and Janet have made that happen with a visit to 

each state of the Union and Canada.  He also loves short tract racing and is an outdoors person, grateful 

for the work his yard and home affords him. Most of all, Richard is a Bible scholar, intent on studying scrip-

ture and passionate about his work for the Lord as a teacher and advocate of Christ. We love you, Brother 

Richard,  and fortunate are we for your Christian example and your presence at West Side. 


