Snippets
--There is the newest letter from Will Brown on
the Missions Board.
--Want to help your brain, want to ward off the
brain blahs, want to increase correct spelling of
the scripture? Joe & Wanda have enabled you
to do all of these. In the office, you will find several weeks of Bible search sheets. Stop by and
pick one up and go to work. And, week by
week, you will get even better.
--On the table and for your reading pleasure,
newest copies of “Seek the Old Paths” including the cover article, “Trickle Down Apostasy:
The Influence of Christians Colleges Among
Churches of Christ.”
--There were 43 West Side youth, along with
those from Waynedale, Towne Acres and Meadowbrook that traveled to the Christian Youth
Conference held in Pigeon Forge, TN. Todd
drove the van filled with kids and other cars
were packed with kids , luggage and food, all
hungry for scriptural enlightenment, music for
the soul and fellowship and fun among others
for the sake of Christ. They were housed together for the week end in a cabin high in the
Smoky Mountains. Thank you to Todd and
Genny for your planning and implementation of
this yearly trip for our youth.

Making a Positive Difference
“Jeremiah lamented for Josiah…” (2 Chronicles 35:25). Evidently, he did not live to see his fortieth birthday but even though
Josiah did not live long, he lived well. God said of him, “He pled
the cause of the afflicted and needy”: (Jer. 22:16). He is especially remembered for leading his people back to God after a long
period of apostasy (2 Chron. 34-35). Josiah made a difference.
When Stephen was martyred for courageously preaching Christ,
those who buried him “made great lamentation over him.” (Acts
8:2). He was one of the seven chosen to provide for the daily
needs of poor widows in the Jerusalem church (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen made a difference.
When Dorcas died, the widows wept. The Scriptures speak of
her “deeds of kindness and charity which she continually
did” (Acts 9:36). Dorcas made a difference.
Josiah, Stephen and Dorcas: when people who live like this die,
their loss is keenly felt. All three could have chosen to live for
themselves but they didn’t. Surely, God was pleased with each
of them because they obeyed Him and served others.
Let’s be constantly on the lookout for ways to make a difference.
They are there. God has given us our resources, talents and opportunities to serve. We can’t afford to let what little time we
have be fritted away with mindless pursuits that accomplish
nothing.
When we give of ourselves or others, it can be time consuming,
expensive and exhausting. We may face opposition as Stephen
did. There is a price to be paid. But, oh, how much richer our
lives will be!
And when we die, we will be missed.
David Gibson

--”The greatest wealth is contentment with

-- “I am well content with weaknesses, with insults , with distresses, with persecutions, with
difficulties, for Christ’s sake for when I am
weak, then I am strong.” 2 Cor. 12:10

“Let no one look down upon your youthfulness but
rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity,
show yourself an example of those who believe.”
1 Timothy 4:12
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As the March wind howls and the crocus creep up
through the cold ground, we are reminded of the shamrock or the four-leaved-clover and its association with
“luck”. One respected brother among us states,
“Christians aren’t lucky; they are blessed.” The shamrock is native to Ireland and was used centuries ago to
adorn medieval tombs. And, it is said to have prophetic powers; its leaves stand upward when there is an
approaching storm. It’s wearing was once punishable
by death by the then English monarch but, today, it
joins the English rose and the Scottish thistle in adorning the English flag. And Irish legend states that the
wearing of green will enhance
crops.
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SERVICES
Sunday Bible Study
9:30 am
Worship : 10:30 am
& 6:00 pm
Wed. Bible Study:
7:00 pm

Perhaps some body has tried to be a Christian but failed. If so, why not try again? Great success does not always come from a single effort. Worthwhile things are worth trying and striving for, even if we must try
again and again. In the year 1012, a tornado destroyed our home, blew us away and ruined our crops out on a
farm before it tore into Carbon Hill, Alabama and left the dead and homeless in its wake. But, we did not give
up and quit. The next spring, we found ourselves planting again and so we were growing a crop.
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Life is much like that. Wars are not usually won by a single battle. But, battle after battle must be fought
before the victory is won. In a way, some of these battles are lost but victory belongs to those who win the last
battle.
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One young man started to fight the cigarette habit but soon felt that the weed had conquered. However, he
decided that no man is licked who will keep on trying, again and again. So, he summoned all his forces and
marshalled them against his dangerous habit. A day at a time, he vowed to his friends and to God that he
would not smoke that day, regardless of what happened. Soon, he had conquered a habit which is the master
of many.

DEACONS

Very few spend a long life in the service of Christ without ever getting discouraged and, for the moment, give
up in despair. But, those who overcome the world are they who try and try again—who refuse to surrender
to the evil one. If they fail, they go down fighting, soon to rise again.
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little.”
--Congratulations to Emily Stults who signed
her commitment papers to attend Freed Hardeman in a celebration held at the Yorktown High
School. She was joined by friends and family.
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“Retain the standard of sound words
which you have
heard from me in
the faith and love
which are in Christ
Jesus.” 2 Tim. 1:13

It is easy to give up and quit when the going gets rough as it most certainly will, sooner or later. Long roads
usually have some detours and rough places over which one must ravel in order to each the desired goal.
The Christian life is like running a race (Hebrews 12:1-2; 1 Cor. 9:25, 27). If one fails, he should get up and
try again. The new birth is a sort of “land of beginning again (John 3:5; 1 Peter 1:22-23). So is the restoration
of an erring child of God (Galatians 6:1; James 5:19-20).
The Late Gus Nichols

Much honor is given Gus Nichols, the author of the preceding article. He was a
preacher of the gospel, a champion of the church, a scholar and a simple man with
a profound love for Christ. He was born in a log cabin in Alabama in 1892 and was
one of ten children. Gus’ father was a member of the local Baptist church and his
children, including Gus, followed him. Gus led songs. At a gospel meeting with
gospel preacher, C.V. Wheeler, there happened to be no song leader available and,
because the teenage Gus was widely respected, he was ask to lead songs. The sermon that night was “Walking by Faith” and it was particularly inspiring to Gus
and led him to question Baptist teaching and search out answers to the truth of the
scripture as he had been taught. He was baptized into Christ at the age of 17.
Through work and study, he became a preacher, an author, lecturer, organizer of
evangelical campaigns and had deep ties and dedicated service to the Freed Hardeman College in TN. This story has been passed down about him: he always
brushed his teeth before preaching because “I don’t want the pure Word of God
coming out of a dirty mouth.”
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Weekly Contribution Goal: $2440
Contribution for
MORNING WORSHIP
Announcements: Todd Stults
Song Leader: Gary Reynolds
1st Prayer: Bill Smith
Scripture Reading: Steve Gors
Proverbs 6:6-11
Sermon: Mike Gors
“Oh, To be Like an Ant!”
Closing Prayer: Rick Cox
Sound Room: Lowell Huffman

COMMUNION SERVERS
West Side--Outside:
Inside:
East Side-- Inside:
Outside:

Jay Kellow
Cliff Nicks
Jerry Hoyt
Jimmy Clark

EVENING WORSHIP
Announcements: Todd Stults
Song Leader: Gary Reynolds
Opening Prayer: Jim Clark
Scripture Reading: Cliff Nicks
Acts 3:1-10
Sermon: Mike Gors
“Lifting up the Lame”
Communion Table: Jerry Hoyt
Closing Prayer: Jay Kellow
Sound Room: Lowell Huffman

Our hearts are filled with love and grief for Kista whose Dad,
Ronnie Ergle, passed away suddenly this past Thursday. Further details will follow. Our deepest sympathy is extended to
her, Pat and all their family.
Ashley Greiwe, Injuries from pedestrian accident
Anna Funk, Recovering from lung surgery. Cards appreciated

Greeters
Annex

$1816

Attendance for Wk, of Feb. 25th
Sunday Bible Study

36

Betty Bailey, Recuperating from heart surgery. In rehab

Sunday AM Worship

57

Bill Bess, at home now. Cards appreciated. Jennifer’s Dad

Sunday PM Worship

38

Connie Reynolds, Radiation treatments scheduled for March

Wednesday Bible Study

25

Angie Reed, MS, Daughter-in-law of Joe and Wanda

David Curry, Prostrate cancer. Betty Curry’s son
Heather Chambers, Depression
Jennifer Duke Odle, Cancer

Wednesday Bible Study
March 7th

Kathy Harper

Song Leader: Adam Gors

Larry Reynolds
Lela Proctor, Staying close to home to curtail flu bugs. Radiation regimen begins tomorrow. Appreciates calls and cards.

Prayer: Cliff Nicks

Lola Harrell, Broken hip. Pain has increased.
Marla Shelly, Recuperating from back surgery. Betty Curry’s
daughter
Melissa Gaw, She is doing well with another surgery planned
for May. Melinda’s sister
Molly Hemmings
Monet Wright, Three trouble spots including tumor behind
eye and tumor in sinus cavity.
Richard Messer, Heart issues investigated and found not to be a
deterrent to needed spinal surgeries (yet to be scheduled)
Steve Gors, Released from IUBMH. Recuperating from hernia
surgery. Cards are appreciated.

Group Three Has Building
Duties For March

February 25, 2018

Jay Kellow--March 5
Doug Anderson --March 11
Case Reynolds--March 25
Skylar Murphy--March 27
Judy Stewart--March 28
Nancy Bateman--March 31

2:15 Devo at Bethel Pointe
5:00p, Girls Speech

--March 6, Ladies Breakfast
--March 17, Lectureship at Huntington COC, see flyer
--March 30-April 1, L2L Convention in Louisville, KY. The
theme for this year is “In Remembrance of Me”, 1 Cor. 11:24-25
--May 18-19, Men’s Retreat at Ft. Hill Camp in OH. Flyer posted.
--June 17-24, Youth Camp at Ft. Hill Youth Camp in OH. Focused on L2L achievements. See flyer.
The wise man said, “The backslider in heart will be filled with his own
ways but a good man will be satisfied from above (Prov. 14:14). Notice
that backsliding or drifting from God beings in the heart. A man begins to doubt God or to distrust His Word and he begins to suffer from
a heart whose love and devotion begin to fade (Matt. 24:12). The tragedy of Christians who drop out and lose their connection to the church
does not happen overnight. It is a slow process of heart decay. That’s
why the writer of Hebrews warns about “an evil heart of unbelief in
departing from the living God (Heb. 3:12). The backslider lets his
heart drift away from the love of Christ and His word toward the love
of the world and the love of sinful pleasures to a selfish “me-first life.”
Darwin Hunter

Susan Johnson, Neck injuries from a fall. Delores’ friend
Winston Chambers, Heather and Rachel’s grandfather in Vermont. Recuperating from heart surgery
Remember Our Shut-ins
Lana Blanchard--Albany Health Care

Carport

Lola Harrell--At home

Lock-Up

Marylou Witty--At home

Communion Clean-up

Joyce Popplewell--Heritage in Yorktown

Trash to Curb

Raelena Shumaker--Morrison Woods

It is never to late
to give
up our
prejudices.

What should the Christian lay aside?
How Much? Read 1 Peter 2:1

