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We are happy for your presence today, We  welcome you 

and hope you have been enriched by what you have heard 

and seen here. If you wish to wear a mask, please do so. 

You will find masks, communion packets and contribution 

baskets at each double door and visitor cards can be found 

on each aisle. If you have questions or concerns,                                               

the Elders would be glad to meet with  you.                                                                                                                                   

Contrary Reality  

There may be a gap between what we think we are 

and what we really are. I may think I am young, gor-

geous, brilliant and wealthy. If I feed this self image 

long enough, and if I get a little help from flattering 

friends, I may deceive myself into thinking this is 

real. Doesn’t change reality does it? This is com-

mon, and especially in regard to religious profes-

sion. We may think we are religious over such a 

long period of time, we deceive ourselves into be-

lieving everything is all right. We do what we have 

always done and say what we have always said, 

carrying through life the assumption that we are 

saved. What we think doesn’t change contrary reali-

ty. If your heart hasn’t been changed by the gospel 

of Christ; if your life is not really being lived in Him 

and according to His teaching, there is a gap be-

tween what you think (“I’m saved”) and how you 

are living (the contrary reality). Or as James said: “If 

anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does 

not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, 

this one’s religion is useless,” and “…someone will 

say, ‘You have faith, and I have works.’ Show me 

your faith without your works, and I will show you 

my faith by my works,” (Jas. 1:26 & 2:18).            - 

by Warren E. Berkley 

 
 

 

 

The man who never had to toil 

     To gain and farm his patch of soil, 

Who never had to win his share 

     Of sun and sky and light and air, 

Never became a manly man 

     But lived and died as he began. 

 

Good timber does not grow with ease, 

     The stronger wind, the stronger trees, 

The further sky, the greater length, 

     The more the storm, the more the strength. 

By sun and cold, by rain and snow, 

     In trees and men good timbers grow. 

 

Where thickest lies the forest growth 

     We find the patriarchs of both. 

And they hold counsel with the stars 

     Whose broken branches show the scars 

Of many winds and much of strife. 

     This is the common law of life. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Announcements:  Gary Reynolds 

Song Leader:  Lowell Huffman 

Opening Prayer:  Jimmy Clark 

Scripture:  Case Reynolds  

                    1 Peter 4: 7-11  

Lord’s  Table:  Volker Jaromin 

Sermon:  Mike Gors:  

       “Hospitality without Grumbling”    

Closing Prayer:  Jim Clark 

Sound Room:  Jacob Clark 

 

Bible Study, February 16th 

Song Leader:  Gary Reynolds 

Devo:  Mike Gors 

Prayer:  Todd Stults 

 

 

 

Services 
 

Sunday Morning 
Class, 9:30a 

Worship: 10:30a 

(Also 
livestreamed) 

No Sunday             

Evening Service 

Wednesday Bible 

Study, 7p                                   

 

Preacher 
Michael Gors 

 

Elders 

Michael Gors 

Gary Reynolds 

Todd Stults 

 

Deacons 
 

Don Allison 
Fellowship 

 
Jim Clark 
Visitation 

 
Lowell Huffman 

Media 
 

Coming Up 

—Tuesday, February 15th, 
Men’s Class at 6 

—Wednesday Bible Study 
at 7p each week 

—March 5, Auglaize Coun-

ty COC Ladies Day 2022 . 

Flyer posted  

—March 5, Ladies Day, 

Church of Christ (Fishinger 

Rd, Columbus, OH ).  See  

flyer 

—May 29, Area Wide 5th 

Sunday Singing at West 

Side, 6p 

 

February 13, 2022 

New Address for               

Skylar Murphy: 

116 Bess Blvd 

Pendleton, IN  46064 

Solomon’s Quandary (Hint: Look in Proverbs 30)  

1. “What four things on earth are small yet extremely wise?” 

2. “There are three things that are never satisfied.” What are they?” 

3. “There are three things that are too amazing for me, four, I do not under-

stand.”   What are they? 

4.  “Under three things the earth trembles, under four, it cannot bear up.” What 

are they? 

5.  There are three things that are stately in their stride, four that move with 

stately bearing.” What are they? 



 

 

 

 

Genny Stults--Feb. 13 

Andrew Ferguson--Feb. 14 

Jim Smith--Feb. 15 

Dana Shaw--Feb. 19 

Lowell Huffman--Feb. 19 

Bryce Bayer--Feb. 19 

Rex Harper--Feb. 22 

Cora Ann Devine--Feb. 24 

Pat Kidd--Feb. 25 

 

 

 

 

April Stinson, Cancer. Friend of Genny 

Bobby Allison, Robert (Bobby), Don’s brother.  Several 

health issues requiring rehab 

Cliff Nicks  

Damon Summers 

Gordon and Brenda Huffman 

Jim Bailey, Cindy’s  brother 

Kendall Clark, Blood clot in leg 

Kay Wall, Recuperating from broken hip  

Julie Allison and Mia 

Lisa Harmon, Breast Cancer 

Norma Haffner, Recuperating from hip surgery in Bethel 

Point 

Rex Harper 

Wanda & Joe Reed 

This is the Lord’s declaration. “For as heaven is 

higher than earth so my ways  are higher than your 

ways and my thoughts  than your thoughts. For just 

as rain and snow fall from heaven and do not return 

there without saturating the earth,  make it germi-

nate and sprout.  It provides seed to grow and food 

to eat.  My Word that comes from my mouth  will 

not return to Me empty but it will accomplish what I 

please and will prosper in what I send it to do.”  

Isaiah 55: 9-11 

The End of Days 

 As we proceed with the early months of this 

year, our thoughts turn naturally to the swift 

passing of time. If you are like me, maybe 

you've spent a few moments mulling your own 

brief life. Maybe you've even given some 

thought to the long history of mankind, or con-

templated man's final destiny. Have you ever 

wondered what you will be doing on the last 

day? No, I don't mean the last day of the year, 

or even of your life - I'm speaking of the very last 

day. Here's what Jesus said He will do for you 

on the last day if you will believe and obey Him: 

"And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that 

everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him 

may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up 

at the last day."  (John 6:40).  But here's what 

will be happening to you if you refuse to believe 

and obey Jesus' words: "He who rejects Me, and 

does not receive My words, has that which judg-

es him; the word that I have spoken will judge 

him in the last day."  (John 12:48).  "We spend 

our days like bright and shiny new dimes." With 

each passing day we purchase our last day. Let 

the buyer beware.   

by Steve Klein 

HAPPY  

DAY 

To 

ALL! 
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Do Not Be Conformed To This World  

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 

God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (Romans 12:1-2). Is it just me or does it 

seem like, in many ways, that Christians are just exactly like the world? We are supposed to be so different from the world 

that everyone can tell the difference. Do you think that distinction is as clear as it ought to be these days? Christians are re-

ferred to in the Bible as “sojourners, strangers, and pilgrims.” See Hebrews 11:8-16 and 1 Peter 2:11. Those terms indicate the 

idea that as foreigners, whose citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20-21), we are temporary non-residents of the earth - in 

the world, but not of it. We are to live here without involvement and defilement by the wickedness that is here. Two specific 

words in the New Testament show this separation from the world. The first is the word “church” itself. We are called out of 

Satan’s domain and power and into the kingdom of Christ. “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light” (l 

Pet.2:9). The second word is “sanctified.” This emphasizes the set apart nature of the children of God. “Husbands, love your 

wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 

water by the word, that he might present it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that 

it should be holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:25-27). This is also the basis for the common word “holy.” We are to be 

pure and holy, just as God is holy (1 Peter 1:16). In the first century there was such a marked difference between Christians 

and the people of the world that the disciples were easy marks for persecution. Their purity condemned the ungodly and the 

Christians were often punished by the heathen. Is there still that marked difference? Or do we blend right in? All too often, 

Christians wear exactly the same fashions as the world. Clothes that are too tight, too short, too low cut, or too revealing are 

sometimes seen on Christians. Not all in-fashion clothes are immodest (1 Timothy 2:9-10), but many are. It is the very worldly 

that set the fashion standards, not the godly. Some Christians are just as covetous as the world. Materialism is eating up the 

people of God and we are often blind to it. We can see and recognize greed in others, but it is harder to admit in our own lives, 

isn’t it? Covetousness is a form of idolatry (Ephesians 5:5). “ When it comes to recreational habits, I am really amazed at 

some of the things that some Christians try to defend — R-rated movies, social drinking, smoking, mixed swimming. We are 

not supposed to do things just because they are popular! And if we don’t, some will ridicule us. “For we have spent enough of 

our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles - when we walked in licentiousness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking 

parties, and abominable idolatries. In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of 

dissipation, speaking evil of you” (1 Peter 4:3-4). Christians have the same problem controlling the tongue as the people of the 

world. We lose our tempers, gossip, and sometimes tell or laugh at dirty jokes. Worldliness is not just immorality. It is an atti-

tude of heart and mind that puts anything else before God. Part of our problem in converting people to the Lord is that they 

often do not see any difference that being a Christian has made in our lives. We live like the world, talk like the 

world, go where the world goes, and dress like the world. Some serve God on Sunday and live like the world the 

rest of the time. We must do better - by Roger Hillis 


