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We are honored by your presence today. We  

welcome you and hope you have been en-

riched by what you have heard and seen 

here. If you wish to wear a mask, please do 

so. You will find masks at the front door and 

visitor cards can be found on each aisle. If 

you have questions,  the West Side Elders 

will be glad to meet with you.         

 

Seed and Soil  
The productivity of seed is directly proportionate to the 

fertility of soil. It matters not how good the seed is, if it is 

planted in bad soil; either it will not germinate or, having 

germinated, it will produce a sickly plant. So, it is with 

the word of God and human hearts. In the parable of "The 

Sower," stress is laid, not on the power of the seed, but, 

on the kind of soil in which it is sown. Four kinds of soil 

are mentioned in which the seed is sown -- the wayside, 

rocky places, soil in which thorns are abundant, and good 

soil (Lk. 8:1-15; Matt. 13:1- 23). Each of these represents 

four different kinds of human hearts, while the seed is 

called "the word of God" (Lk. 8:11). The deficiencies of 

the first three kinds of soil do not, in any way, cast reflec-

tion upon the power of the seed to produce life. The prob-

lem is in the soil and not in the seed. Neither should men 

speak of the word of God as powerless to convert men -- 

the potential to produce new life and to change men is 

found in the word of God (see Romans 1:16; 1 Peter 1:22-

25). So why doesn't it always bring forth an abundant har-

vest?  Because the soil, the human heart, is not receptive 

or it is encumbered with the cares of the world. So, let's 

not blame God for our lack of productivity -- the kind of 

soil we are has been our choice. What are the ingredients 

of fertile soil? Jesus defines it thusly: "... they, which in 

an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, 

and bring forth fruit with patience" (Lk. 8:15 ). I believe 

there are still human beings with good hearts that want 

the word of God. Is your soil good?  

Jim R. Everett 

 

—5th Sunday Singing at Southside COC in 
Portland, 5p.  Food &      fellowship to fol-
low.  Map on board # 1 

—In Columbus, OH, at Church of Christ at 
Fishinger Road, Finale of Winter Lecture 

 

 
 

—Jan. 31, 6p,  Men’s Class 

—March 18, Ladies Day at Auglaize County 
Church of Christ in Wapakoneta, OH.  See 
Flyer 

—April 21-23, Youth, college age and 
young adult retreat at Camp Indogan, 
hosted  by Jimmy Clark and Caleb Taylor. 
If you are interested in donating your 
time and/or a monetary gift, see Jimmy. 

What is Happening Today? 

And Coming Up? 



 

 
Announcements:  Lowell Huffman 

Song Leader:  Gary Reynolds 

Opening Prayer:  Richard Messer 

Scripture:  Seth Gors 

Lord’s Table 

 West Side:    Bill Smith 

                                  Jim Clark 

 East Side:      Don Allison 

                Steve Gors 

Sermon:  Mike Gors  

Closing Prayer:  Todd Stults 

Sound Room:  Case Reynolds 

 

 

Bible Study,  Feb.  1st 

Song Leader:  Lowell Huffman 

Devo:  Mike Gors 

Closing Prayer:  Richard Messer 

 

Services 
 

Sunday Morning 
Class, 9:30a 

Worship: 10:30a 

(Also 
livestreamed) 

No Sunday             
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Wednesday Bible 

Study, 7p                                   
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Today is the last day to contribute to the gift 
cards for the Jaromins’.  If it is easier for you to 
give a monetary donation, that will also be appre-
ciated.  These gifts will help defray the cost of 
gas and restaurant meals as Volker goes through 
many more weeks of tests, treatments and rehab. 
Summer is not far away and Volker’s lawnmow-
ers and rakes and shovels are waiting for him. 
And, we look forward to seeing Volker in his hat 
and into his work. 

The Ladies class is managing this endeavor, 
please see Kista if you want to help. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

 

 

The Hebrew write declared, “Therefore 

we ought to give the more earnest heed 

to the things that were heard, lest haply 

we drift away from them” (ASV – He-

brews 2:1). It is interesting to note that 

the writer speaks of “drifting” away. 

The idea of drifting suggests a gradual 

departure over time. Apostasy usually 

starts with what many see as a “little” 

thing that really doesn’t seem to be any 

“big deal.” Then another step is taken, 

and another, until ones position 

doesn’t even resemble where he origi-

nally started. Not only have those who 

do this departed from the truth, but 

they are ready to oppose teachers of 

truth who seek their return to truth. 

When Amos was sent to speak against 

the idolatry of Israel Amaziah, a priest 

of Bethel and friend of king Jeroboam, 

told Amos, “But prophesy not again any 

more at Bethel: for it is the king's chap-

el, and it is the king's court.” (Amos 

7:13). Rather than heed the truth spo-

ken by Amos he attacked Amos. Such 

happens today and reminds me of a 

quote by George Orwell. He said, “The 

further a society drifts from truth the 

more it will hate those who speak it.” - 

by James Hahn  

 

“Have courage for the great 
sorrows in life  

And patience for the small 
ones. 

And, when you have finished 
your daily tasks 

Go to sleep in peace for God 
is awake.” 

Selected 

 

Drifting Away 

from the Truth 



 

 

 

Barbara Owens, Liver cancer, Skylar’s                           

Grandmother 

Billy Wright, Recuperating from surgery  

David Richwine, Skler’s husband has been suffering 

from kidney stones. Has had one procedure done and 

will be having another in a few weeks. 

Delores Huffman, Surgery re-scheduled for Feb. 3rd 

Dennis and Gina Murphy, Friends of the Nicks’ 

Family of Brenda Howell, Brenda was killed in an 

auto accident. Friend of the Gors’ 

Steven Bevilhimer, Nephew of Marsha Barlow 

(Genny’s friend) who has been our guest several times 

at West Side.  Steven is terminally ill with brain can-

cer. He would appreciate cards and notes. 

3005 West Moore Road 

Muncie IN  47304 

Tina Stanley, Bill Smith’s son’s mother-in-law.                       

Stomach cancer 

Volker Jaromin, Continues to progress  

Will Flannery, Age 7, Genny’s cousin. Surgery for 

removal of a baseball size brain tumor at Riley Hospi-

tal  last Friday. Will  is the son of Ashley and Ryan 

Flannery 

 

 

“One person who gives freely yet gains more. 

Another withholds what is right 

Only to become poor.”                          

Proverbs 11: 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

—Jim Smith, Fall Creek Retirement Village 

—Pat Lee, Her Home 

—Norma Haffner, Her Home 

—Kay Wall, Her Home 

—Linda Horning, Her Home 

—Sui Holloman, Her Home 

—Norma Perry, Muncie Estates 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat Lee--Jan 30 

Jack Qualkenbush--Jan 31 

Danny Odle--Feb. 5 

Janet Messer--Feb. 7 

Bill Winemiller--Feb. 7 

Tammy Nicks--Feb. 11 

Genny Stults--Feb. 13 

Jonah Stults--Feb. 13 

Andrew Ferguson--Feb. 
14 

Jim Smith--Feb. 15 

Dana Shaw--Feb. 19 

Lowell Huffman--Feb. 19 

Bryce Bayer--Feb. 19 

Rex Harper--Feb. 22 

Cora Ann Devine--Feb. 24 

Pat Kidd--Feb. 25 

ON THE TABLE 

For your convenience, a list of newer phone                   

numbers and addresses is on the table  

 

Copies of “Leaders in Worship, February 2023”                    

are on the table 
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When some great sorrow like a mighty river, 

Flows through your life with peace-

destroying power, 

And dearest things are swept from sight for-

ever, 

Say to your heart each trying hour, 

“This, too, shall pass away.” 

 

When fortune smiles and full of mirth and 

pleasure, 

The days are flitting by without a care, 

Lest you should rest with only earthly treas-

ure, 

Let these few words their fullest import 

bear: 

“This, too, shall pass away.” 

Lanta Wilson Smith  

 (in part) 

 

 

I like brown shoes and wear them most of the time. However, if you insist upon wearing black shoes, I will not argue 
the point. Go right ahead! I'm a very tolerant man with respect to shoes. But some of my friends tell me I am intoler-
ant in religious matters. They just can't understand why a kindhearted, tolerant fellow like me would say that they 

must obey God's commands and practice in religion only that which God has authorized. (Well, maybe that is the 
way they put it.) Sometimes they find it difficult to tolerate my intolerance. Some intolerance is born of egotism - the 
product of self-centered individuals who think they are the center of the universe, and that their ways must be accept-

ed by all. This is very bad (Jas. 4:11-12). And there is an intolerance of sort, which is born of love. I love my grand-
daughter and insist that she not eat the shoe polish (the brown, that is). I can't bring myself to be unconcerned about 
this matter. And there is an intolerance born of respect for authority and deep concern for those who fail to respect the 

divine will. Paul contended with the Israelites frequently because (a) he loved them, and (b) he knew they could not 
be saved while they followed their own erroneous ways. Paul's convictions, and his concern for men, made him seem 
intolerant (Rom. 10:1ff). People who really believe something - strongly enough to work for it, teach it, and practice 

it - are often called "narrow" or "bigoted." Meanwhile, the shallow-thinking, crowd-following, spineless fellow is 
likely to mistake his own lack of conviction for broadmindedness and congratulate himself for being such a wonder-
ful person. It is well and good to be tolerant in matters of indifference - where the rights of men are equal. But to tol-
erate sin and transgression of God's law is to assume the right to judge that law (Jas. 2:9ff), or to relegate divine mat-

ters to the category of black and brown shoes. In the final analysis, tolerance is often a disguise for the lack of convic-
tion and concern. In their liberal attitude toward shoe colors, men forget to prepare for a robe arid a crown.             - 
by Robert F. Turner 

 

 

We live in an age pre-occupied with sex. It is used in ads to sell books, cars, vaca-

tions and toothpaste. And so it is no wonder young people think that they need to try 

out marriage by "living together". We are told that the physical relationship is such an 

important part of marriage that the man and woman involved need to have this expe-

rience to see if the marriage will be good. I have an alternative: let the man and 

woman wallpaper a room together. Let them slop paste around, spill water, get in 

each other's way, look at each other's work, and learn of each other's patience, or 

the lack of it .... there's the way to see what it is going to be like! Young people: don't 

be fooled by what the devil preaches in books, on television, and from the mouths of 

his disciples. Marriage is not primarily a physical relationship. It is a life-long commit-

ment by two people who care about each other. Love and sex are not the same 

thing. Learn about each other. Spend time together. Plan as much for your marriage 

as you do for your wedding. Papering a room together is not as much of a joke as 

you think! How two people get along together and whether they have common ideas 

and goals make for the best of situations. Jesus called living together "sin", fornica-

tion. He placed the highest values on marriage, using it as the figure to describe his 

relationship with the church (Eph.5). He wants you to have all the joy God gives - 

including that of the physical relationship in marriage. But, carefully consider that He 

shows a basis for marriage far beyond that of the world. In fact, it is in Him!  

Robert Hines  


