
January 16, 2022     Volume 30 Issue  3 

 

A Hardy Welcome to You 

If you are visiting with us today, we welcome you and 

hope you have been enriched by what you have heard 

and seen here. If you wish to wear a mask, please do 

so. You will find masks,  communion packets and 

contribution baskets at each double door. Visitor cards 

can be found on each aisle. If you have questions or 

concerns, the Elders would be glad to meet with you.                                               

 

Coming Up 

—Tuesday, January 18th, Men’s Class at 6 

—Wednesday Bible Study at 7p each week 

—January 30, West Side is honored to host the 5th Sun-

day Singing at 6:00p.   Join us for fellowship afterwards.  

Teresa will be posting a sign-up sheet for food donations 

—March 5, Auglaize County COC Ladies Day 2022  

Flyer posted                                        

 

Toward Better Communication  

“This you know, my beloved brethren. But let every-

one be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to an-

ger, for the anger of man does not achieve the right-

eousness of God.” (James 1:19-20) Can you imagine 

better advice for getting along with others? How of-

ten we hear it said that the problem in a family, a 

plant, an office, a school, or even a church is a break-

down of communication. Obedience to this verse 

would change all of that. “Be quick to hear.” Listen! 

Try to understand where the one who is talking “is 

coming from” and what he or she really means. See 

if you can repeat what was said so accurately that the 

one who said it will agree that you have stated the 

position accurately. Now, make sure a reply is need-

ed. We do not have to correct every mistake we hear. 

Some are not serious enough to require attention. 

Others, though serious, may have to wait for a more 

suitable time to be corrected. Even if a reply is need-

ed, take your time. “Be slow to speak.” Think of 

what you are saying. Think how it will sound to the 

one hearing it and how it will sound if it is repeated 

to someone else. Ask yourself if what you are about 

to say will do good or do harm. Ask God to help you 

to say only what needs to be said. Nehemiah was 

asked a question by the king and managed a prayer 

before he answered (Neh. 2:4-5). Remember that 

once you have spoken, you cannot recall your words. 

Above all, “be slow to anger.” Anger almost always 

breaks down communication; shouting matches sel-

dom end in a better understanding of each other. 

And, besides jeopardizing human relationships, they 

endanger our relation with God. We may fancy that 

our anger is “righteous indignation,” but the Holy 

Spirit says: “The anger of man does not achieve the 

righteousness of God.” Are you thinking, “That’s not 

much of a way to win an argument”? RIGHT! But it 

is a pretty good way to stop one. How would you 

like  to argue with someone who is “quick to hear, 

slow to speak, and slow to anger”?  

by Sewell Hall 
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Hypocrites Everywhere” 
 “I    want no part of religion, because there are hypocrites in the 
church.” Of all the hypocritical excuses, that one is bound to rank 
with the most hypocritical of all! To be hypocritical is to be an actor, 
a pretender. A movie star may act like a doctor, but not actually be a 
doctor. He may play the role of a lawman, etc., but not be such in real 
life. So it is with the one who says, “I won’t go to church because 
there are hypocrites there.” He is pretending that this is his reason. 
But he’s only acting. For in real life, he will not resort to the following: 
1) “I won’t go to the amusement park, because hypocrites go there.” 2) 
“I’m not going to the lake, because there are hypocrites on the lake.” 
3) “I’m not going to the football games, because there are hypocrites in 
the stands.” 4) “I’m not going to the restaurant anymore, because hyp-
ocrites go there.” Hosts of individuals go and enjoy such places and 
activities. Why? Because they want to do so. Hypocrites sure can’t 
keep them away! But they don’t go to church. Why? Because they 
don’t want to go to church. They just pretend as if their reason is be-
cause of hypocrites in the church. This pretentiousness is itself hy-
pocrisy.  

by J. Princeton Simons 

A Case of Mistaken Identity 

 A man was being tailgated by a stressed out woman on a busy street. Suddenly, 

the light turned yellow, just in front of him. He did the right thing, stopping at the 

crosswalk, though he could have beaten the red light, accelerating through the 

intersection. The tailgater was furious, honking her horn, screaming in frustration 

as she missed her chance to get through the intersection, dropping her cell 

phone and makeup. While still in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window and 

looked tip into the face of a very serious police officer. He ordered her to exit her 

car with her hands up. He took her to the police station where she was searched, 

finger printed, photographed, and placed in a holding cell. After a couple of hours 

she was escorted back to the booking desk where the arresting officer was wait-

ing with her personal effects. He said, “I’m sorry for this mistake. I pulled up be-

hind you while you were blowing your horn, rudely gesturing at the guy in front of 

you, and cussing a blue streak at him. I saw the ‘What Would Jesus Do’ bumper 

sticker, the ‘Choose Life’ license plate holder, the ‘Follow Me to Sunday School’ 

bumper sticker, and the chrome-plated Christian fish emblem on the trunk. Natu-

rally, I assumed you had stolen the car.”  by Curt Hughes 



 

 

 

Announcements:  Don Allison 

Song Leader:  Gary Reynolds 

Opening Prayer:  Danny Odle 

Scripture:  Jacob Clark ,  Matt. 6: 25-34 

Lord’s  Table:  Todd Stults 

Sermon:  Mike Gors,                                                

 “ Winning the War Over Worry” 

Closing Prayer:   Volker Jaromin 

Sound Room:  Lowell Huffman 

 

Bible Study, January 19th 

Song Leader:  Adam Gors 

Devo:  Mike Gors 

Prayer:  Case Reynolds 

 

 

 

Andy Daunhauer--Jan 16 

Joe Odle--Jan 27 

Pat Lee--Jan 30 

Jack Qualkenbush--Jan 31 

 

 

 

 

Alex Odle & his fiancée  

April Stinson, Cancer. Friend of Genny 

Case Reynolds 

Cliff Nicks family, Covid. 

 Connie Reynolds, Covid 

Debbie Perry, Covid 

Damon Summers 

David Sharp, Stage four cancer, Betty Kellow’s brother. 
Mr. Sharp is now receiving hospice services 

Estes & Betty Gregory,  Betty released from hospital. 
Their son-in-law, with whom they are living, has Covid so 
Estes and Betty are quarantined within the house. 

Kendall Clark, Continues to struggle  with blood clot in leg 

Kay Wall, Returned home 

Lily Ferguson, Covid 

Lisa Harmon, Breast Cancer. Wife of Brian’s friend. Im-
provement with a hopeful outcome 

Mia Allison, 2nd knee surgery scheduled for Jan 19th. 
First surgery in June was unsuccessful and Mia has been 
dealing with issues  since. 

Rex Harper,   Small steps  in recovery from Covid 

Richard Messer Family,  Richard's sister, Clara, and her 
husband,  Bill,  are hospitalized with Covid. Not doing well 

Teresa Allison, Covid 

Wanda & Joe Reed,  Wanda  is struggling with re-
occurring problems  of decreased mobility and leg circula-
tion. Careful about being out and about and hoping to be 
back in services as soon as possible. 

 

 

“Character is deter-

mined by what you 

stand for;   reputa-

tion is ruined by 

what you fall for” 

January 16, 2022 

Remember Our Shut-ins                                              

with  Card s and Calls 

Norma Haffner—Bethel Point 



The Needle’s Eye  

A rich young ruler came running to Jesus and, kneeling before the Master, posed the question, "Good Mas-

ter, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?" Jesus called attention to some of the basic commands of 

the law. The young man answered, "Master, all these have I observed from my youth." Jesus, knowing that 

he lacked one important thing, told him to sell whatever he had, give it to the poor, and he would have 

treasure in heaven, "and come, take up the cross, and follow me." The young ruler reacted by a display of 

sadness. He went away grieved, for he had great possessions. Looking on the disciples, Jesus remarked, 

"How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!" The disciples reacted with astonish-

ment. Jesus explained, "Children, how hard it is for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of 

God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 

God" (Mk , 10:23-25). ' A Gate or Sewing Needle? In my youthful years, I heard some preacher say that in 

ancient times there was a small gate in the wall around Jerusalem; and this tiny gate was called "the 

Needle's Eye." According to the preacher, the little gate was used when the big, regular-size gates were 

closed. It was so small, declared the preacher, that a camel could go through it only by getting down on his 

knees and squeezing through. The lesson then, according to said preacher is that a rich man can be saved 

only by squeezing through - getting on his knees, so to speak, by the proper and sacrificial use of his wealth. 

That story impressed me, and in ignorance I repeated it. A more objective study of the passage in which Je-

sus spoke of the needle's eye led me in time to reject that story about the gate, and to come to the conclu-

sion that the Lord was speaking of an ordinary kind of needle. First, I noticed that Jesus spoke of a rich man 

in the sense of one who trusts in riches, not merely one who possesses wealth. Read carefully Mark's ac-

count and notice the following: “. . . they that have riches” (10:23). “. . . them that trust in riches" (10:24). “. 

. . a rich man” (10:25). Now, is it possible for people who trust in riches to be saved? Not at all! One must 

put his trust in the Lord to be saved. They that have riches, that is, they who trust in riches, can no more be 

saved than a camel can go through the eye of a needle. To a Jew the camel was the largest domestic ani-

mal, and the eye of the needle the smallest of openings visible to the eye. Such a large animal passing 

through such a small hole clearly conveyed an impossibility. The disciples took Jesus' illustration to have 

that meaning. They asked, "Who then can be saved?" Obviously, something would have to change before a 

camel could go through the eye of a sewing needle. Therefore, Jesus said, "With men it is impossible, but 

not with God: for with God all things are possible" (v. 27). It is impossible for one who trusts in riches to be 

saved, whether he has five dollars or five million dollars. But with God all things are possible. Working 

through the power of the gospel, God can change a man so that he ceases to trust in himself, his riches, his 

own wisdom, etc., and puts his trust in Jesus Christ. Also, it is worthy of note that the Greek word 

"needle" (rhaphis) used in Mark's account comes from rhapto, meaning "to sew." Vine says, "The idea of ap-

plying 'the needle's eye' to small gates seems to be a modern one; there is no ancient trace of it. The Lord's 

object in the statement is to express human impossibility and there is no need to endeavor to soften the dif-

ficulty by taking the needle to mean anything more than the ordinary instrument." The word for "needle" in 

Luke's account is belone, which according to Vincent, "is the peculiar word for the surgical needle.” A.T. Rob-

ertson says it "means originally the point of a spear and then a surgeon's needle." McGarvey sums the mat-

ter up by saying, "The conceit, which originated I know not where, that 'the eye of a needle' here means a 

low and narrow gate through which the camel could not go except on his knees and after his burden had 

been removed, is not only without historical foundation, but is inconsistent with the context, which contem-

plates something impossible with men" (comments on Matt. 19:24). This article is not designed to needle 

anyone, but to point out that we need to carefully study the language used before eyeing conclusions.  

 by Irvin Himmel 


