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We are honored by your presence today. We  

welcome you and hope you have been enriched 

by what you have heard and seen here. If you 

wish to wear a mask, please do so. You will find 

masks at the front door and visitor cards can be 

found on each aisle. If you have questions,  the 

West Side Elders will be glad to meet with you.         

When the Fire Flickers  

Conversations with students and young preachers frequently reveal discouragement with what they find in 

many churches. "These people couldn't care less-they are not on fire for the Lord's work." My first thought is 

"How long have you cared-when did you catch fire?" The newly enthused likely fall into three groups: (1) new 

converts (perhaps starry-eyed, but we need their freshness as much as they need our experience); (2) new 

preachers, elders, deacons, teachers, etc., where new responsibility has awakened eyes to see brethren in a 

different light; and, (3) brethren shaken out of complacency by the influence of the faithful few who plug on 

regardless of what others do. The new converts may "burn out" or line up with the majority, as many of them 

do; the new teacher may quit in frustration, and the young preacher "move on" looking for Utopia. But none 

will have served his Lord with honor. The cause of Christ depends on those who stay on fire, lighting others; 

whose flame is not the flaring rocket of a celebration, but the glow and warmth of the home hearth-feeding 

the family, welcoming strangers. They make the converts and shake the complacent-and with their help con-

tinue the work others quit in disgust. One can be realistic without being a pessimist: can work with the sta-

tus quo without accepting it as final. We must recognize our problems in order to work on them. Saying the 

church consists of imperfect people is another way of saying we have a job to do-on ourselves, and others. 

The teacher must not quit because the pupils lack interest. It is his job to create interest in the subject mat-

ter. The zealous young preacher, with maturity enough to control himself and put his talents to work, is just 

what those dead church needs. By example, we can teach those new converts that all of us are striving for 

perfection. There are yet "seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal" (Rom. 11:4); and the 

Lord is counting on us to find them and join hands with them, to salt and light the world in which we live.                 

-by Robert F. Turner 

Now may the Lord direct your hearts into 

the love of God and the patience of 

Christ.  2 Thess. 3:5 

“He loved me well; so well He could but die to show 

He loved me better than His life: He lost it for me.”  

John Dryden 



 

 

Announcements:  Don Allison 

Song Leader:  Lowell Huffman 

Opening Prayer:  Bill Smith 

Scripture:  Seth Gors 

                    Romans 11: 33-36 

Lord’s Table 

 West Side:    Steve Gors 

                                  Gary Reynolds 

 East Side:     Jimmy Clark 

               Rick Cox 

Sermon:  Mike Gors  

                    “Let Us Resolve” 

Closing Prayer:  Jim Clark 

Sound Room:  Case Reynolds 

 

 

Bible Study, Jan. 4th 

Song Leader:   

Devo:   

Closing Prayer:   
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Jim Clark 
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—January 3rd, Tuesday Men’s Class re-

sumes at 6p 

—January 21, Games and Fun.  All ages 

invited.  Bring your favorite game. 12-4p.  

See Jimmy on what else to bring. 

 

 

About Volker 

Volker had his 4th surgery this 

past Fri. at Methodist Hospital. The 

surgery went on for 11 hours and 

there was trouble retrieving the 

veins they needed but they used a 

different procedure for the flap 

and skin graft that hopefully will 

heal faster this time.  He will be in 

ICU for a few days and, then,  Lord 

willing, he will be homeward bound 

next Friday.  In Karen’s words, 

“Thank you so much for your pray-

ers and well wishes; we do appre-

ciate them and definitely believe 

in the power of prayer.” 

 

O, love thy God and fellow man, 

Thyself consider last; 

For come it will when thou must 

scan 

Dark errors of the past. 

And when the fight of life is o’er 

And earth recedes from view, 

And heaven in all its glory shines, 

Midst the good, the pure, the true, 

Then you will see more clearly 

The proverb, deep and vast; 

“The mill will never grind 

With water that has passed.” 

Sarah Doudney 



 

 

 

Barbara Owens, Liver cancer, Skylar’s                           

Grandmother 

Billy Wright, Recuperating from surgery 

Delores Huffman, Surgery re-scheduled for Feb. 3rd 

Dennis and Gina Murphy, Friends of the Nicks’ 

Marla Curry-Shelley, Recuperating from surgery 

Randy Goad, Friend of the Nicks in Coldwater, 

Michigan. Skull fracture and brain bleed 

Susan Cloninger, Treatment ongoing. Doing well 

Sylvia Carroll, Facial and wrist surgery pending  

Tina Stanley, Bill Smith’s son-in-law’s mother. Criti-

cally ill with stomach cancer 

Tom Davis, Back home and holding his own 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Gavin Burch--Jan. 3 

Rick Cox--Jan 11 

Debbie Perry--Jan 11 

Charlene Huffman--Jan 14 

Andy Daunhauer--Jan 16 

Joe Odle--Jan 27 

Pat Lee--Jan 30 

Jack Qualkenbush--Jan 31 

 

 

 

 

—Jim Smith, Fall Creek Retirement Village 

—Pat Lee, Silver Burch 

—Norma Haffner, Her Home 

—Kay Wall, Her Home 

—Linda Horning, Her Home 

—Sui Holloman, Her Home 

—Norma Perry, Muncie Estates 

 

Happy            
Birthday 

To You        

 

In Sympathy 

We are saddened by the loss of our brother-in-

Christ, Gordon Huffman, who passed away this past 

week in TN. He was born in 1950 and was an older 

brother to our own Delores Huffman. Gordon was a 

graduate of Wes-Del High School and had worked 

for Vogue Cleaners for many years.  Before that, he 

had operated his own cleaning business. Gordon 

was the husband of Brenda (Simmons) and they 

had celebrated 22 years together in June.  Crema-

tion has been held and a memorial service will be 

held at a later date. 
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Your Speech Betrayeth You by Paul Stringer  

When the Savior stood before Caiaphas, the High Priest, Peter waited outside the palace. When a young woman approached him and 

said, "Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee," he denied it. Another came with he same observation and he denied it with an oath. Then 

others that stood by said to Peter, "Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech betrayeth thee," and he began to curse and 

swear, saying he did not know Jesus (Mat 26:69ff). Peter's identity was confirmed by the way he spoke. Because of the way he pro-

nounced his words -- by his accent, those he was with knew he was from Galilee. By our speech today, people can tell a lot about us, 

not just in a physical sense, but spiritually as well. Our speech can betray us. We may tell people we are Christians and citizens of 

God's kingdom, but our words will let them know where we are really from. We can be identified by our: FILTHY SPEAKING: Christians 

are urged to put away, among other things, "filthy communication out of your mouth" (Col 3:8). A filthy mouth reveals a filthy mind, 

"...for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh" (Mat 12:34). We may claim to be Christians, but if we tell dirty jokes 

and if we constantly use obscene "bathroom" words, our speech betrays us and our true identity is made known. The true Christian 

will think on things that are pure (Phi 4:8) and season his speech with salt (Col 4:6). LYING: If we say we are Christians and do not 

always tell the truth, our speech betrays us. A lying tongue is an abomination in God's sight (Pro 6:16-19). We cannot say we are of 

Christ if we tell lies, for the devil is a liar and the father of lies (Jn 8: 44). "Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with 

his neighbor" (Eph 4:25). A child of God is to so speak and so do that he can be relied upon in every way. MURMURINGS AND COM-

PLAININGS: Paul admonishes us not to murmur as did the Children of Israel when they wandered in the wilderness (I Cor 10:10). A 

Christian should rejoice in his relationship with his Heavenly Father. "Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice" (Phi 4:4). 

The complainer lets everyone know his true identity. BOASTING: "So the tongue also is a little member and boasteth great things (Jas 

3:5). Bragging is contrary to Christianity and James says it is evil; but it is especially sad for one who claims to be a Christian to boast 

of the evil he does. When a young man brags about his illicit conquests, or a young woman shamelessly tells about going to night 

clubs and getting drunk, the cause of Christ is dealt a critical blow. "But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil" (Jas 

4:16). USING THE LORD'S NAME IN VAIN: "Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain" (Ex 20:7). There are many things 

worthy of honor and respect. We honor the name of our parents and resent anyone's speaking of them disrespectfully. We respect 

the flag and are filled with indignation when men regard it lightly. How much more should we regard the name of the Lord our God 

with reverence and awe. One who uses it in any disrespectful and irreverent way, identifies himself as one who does not honor his 

Heavenly Father. EMPTY, WORTHLESS RELIGION: "If any man among you seem to be religious, and brideleth not his tongue, but 

decieveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain" (Jas 1:26). - 

The Power of A Young Person's Influence  

Children are natural imitators, not only of their parents, but also of each other. Paul alludes to this inborn mimicry when he commands 

us to "be imitators of God as dear children." (Ephesians 5:1). So, children are "imitators." We know this. But we get so focused on "peer 

pressure" as a negative thing that we forget that young people can and should influence one another to do good. Yes, it is possible for 

them to imitate good. In fact, the Bible commands it! The Bible says, "Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good" (3 John 11). 

There are important reasons for young and old alike to work at imitating good. For one thing, we'll have much less to fear in the way of 

negative consequences for our behavior. In 1 Peter 3:13, Peter asks, "And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what 

is good?" It's just not very likely that you'll ever get in much trouble or be punished severely for following a good example. Besides this, 

the Lord will love and appreciate you if you will allow yourself to be influenced to do good. Proverbs 15:9 says that, "The way of the 

wicked is an abomination to the LORD, But He loves him who follows righteousness." The fact that young people can be influenced by 

others necessarily implies that they can also be influences ON others. The Bible commands the young to be good examples, so that 

others will have something worthwhile to imitate. The young man Timothy was told, "Let no one despise your youth, but BE AN EXAM-

PLE to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity" (1 Timothy 4:12). So, to the young we say BE INFLUENCED 

and BE AN INFLUENCE:  Let yourself be influenced to obey the gospel, and then influence someone else to do the same.  Let your-

self be influenced to use pure speech, and then influence someone else to do the same.  Let yourself be influenced 

to dress modestly, and then influence others to do the same.  Let yourself be influenced to reverently participate in 

worship (no note passing, giggling, whispering), and then influence someone else to do the same.  Let yourself be 

influenced to be kind to others, and then influence someone else to do the same. - by Steve Klein 


